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Abstract

The aim of this book is to investigate motivational teaching prac-
tice suited to English reading-oriented classrooms to develop non-
English-major undergraduates > motivation for English-language

learning in China.

It is theoretically believed that teachers’ use of motivational
teaching practice in reading-oriented classrooms can contribute to the
promotion of students’ motivation for English-language learning, To
investigate how motivational teaching practice was used to motivate
non-English-major undergraduates at tertiary level in China, one
questionnaire was administered to 376 non-English-major students;
one interview was carried out with 18 language teachers and class-
room observation was conducted in 18 English reading-oriented les-

sons,

The findings suggested that non-English-major undergraduates
demonstrated four types of motivational orientations for learning
English and had diverse attitudes towards English reading-oriented

classes. Students reported their preferences for almost all the teach-
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ing strategies and activities which are grounded in theoretical consid-
erations. The teaching practice in English reading-oriented classro-
oms, however, was semi-motivational, that is, language teachers es-
tablished a semi-motivational classroom environment and conducted
limited and traditional reading activities in the classrooms. This study
also examined the link between the teachers’ motivational teaching
practice and their students’ English learning motivation, The results
indicated that the language teachers’ motivational practice was linked
to increased levels of both students’ motivated behaviour in reading-

oriented classrooms and their motivational state in general.

Keywords: non-English-major undergraduates, English reading-
oriented classrooms, learner motivation, motivational teaching prac-

tice
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Acronyms

The following acronyms are used in the book.
AERA.: American Educational Research Association
CET. College English Test

CETC; College English Teaching Curriculum

EFL. Leaning English as a foreign language

ESRC: Economic and Social Research Council

L2: Second/foreign language learning

KMO. Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin test

PCA; principal component analysis

SPSS. Statistic Package of Social Science for Windows
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