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Topic 1;

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Many people believe that the main aim for university education is to help graduates to
find better job, while some people believe that university education has wider benefit for |
individual and society. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with
examples and relevant evidence.

Write at least 250 words.

s s e TR T S P TR T T T T IR RO pr e T T T

BEWX

The Aim of University Education
XEHENAMN

Nothing is so much debated as the aim of university education in our society. Some believe
that the main aim of university education is to help graduates to find better job, while other
people strongly oppose this opinion and claim that the university education must have wider
benefits for society and individual. Both sides have much to say. Let us see the two
perspectives in details.

People who hold the former viewpoint defend that their opinion accords with the
requirements of the society. They argue that today’s society is a competitive one. In order to
survive in this cut-throat society, the newly-graduated university students must be possessed of
various work skills and be well prepared for their career with relevant working knowledge. So,
it is the university’s main duty to teach the real knowledge that comes from practice and
experience, and enable the graduates to find a good job.

Others may maintain that university education should do more than that. These people

think there are mainly two aims for university education. For the society, the university

education aims at training good civilians; for individuals, the university education intends to
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turn all its students into persons who have the abilities of pursuing a better life. They also
point out that the abilities not only refer to the working skills but also include the master of
various theoretical knowledge and learning methods, maintenance of correct values and world
outlook, and the possession of noble morals and so on. Therefore, they insist, the university
education benefits both the society and the individuals in a larger range besides job seeking.
Maybe it is really hard to define the aim of university education, but as far as I am
concerned, I am for the latter opinion. University education should train all round citizens

rather than merely workers for our society.

Topic 2
Do you think middle school students should study international news as a subject?

BEEX

International News Deserves a Place in School Curriculum
HRFEN ZEERRBILE K2

Today, watching news. a means of learning what is happening around the world, has
become a way of life to many people. When the value of news is undisputed, an issue of debate
is whether it is necessary to include international news as part of school curriculum. I am of
the opinion that it will be an enheartening change.

The first point to support the importance of international news is that it reminds young
people of the forces of globalisation and international developments. In today’s world,
businesses operate beyond borders and countries are closely connected with each other. Any
country that fails to recognise this would miss out on the benefits of globalisation. To young
people, watching international news leads them to develop a global perspective and world
vision. They learn to elicit information from news and use it in decision making, for example,
studying abroad, career option, and so forth. It is of critical importance as they are very likely
to face stiff international competition later in life.

Another benefit obtained from studying international news is enhancing young people’s
capabilities and skills, such as critical thinking skills. Living in a society that is bombarded with
different messages, many people have become lost in search for useful information and unable
to understand and absorb information. Studying international news drives them to explore
perspectives and get a view of every aspect of an international event. Reading editorials allows
them to practice independent thinking.

Despite those benefits, integrating international news into curriculum requires educators
to address several issues in advance. First. students might be distracted by a great variety of
conflicting arguments produced by different experts. However, as mentioned above, it is
immensely conducive to the development of their analytical skills. Meanwhile, it could be time-
consuming for students to read those news stories that are identical with each other in essence,
although they appear in different papers. It, therefore, requires teachers to select news in

advance and play an active role.
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In conclusion, one has reasons to believe that international news deserves a place in school

curriculum. By reading, watching and analysing international news, future generations will

acquire knowledge of the whole world and enrich a variety of skills.

Topic 3.

What are the main tasks of universities. to offer students knowledge and skills essential |
for their future career, or to provide students with access to knowledge itself? What do you }
think university education should contain?

The Main Tasks of Universities
KEHEWETERSE

Universities around the world are now facing the problem of how to efficiently use their
resources to serve a larger population of students that are more culturally and socially
diversified. To solve the problem, universities should be perfectly aware of their main tasks:
providing students with easy access to knowledge and, at the same time, encouraging them to
make active contribution to the advancement of human knowledge.

Universities should, first of all, be learning communities where knowledge is not only
disseminated but also advanced. As full-fledged members of this community, students should
not be information recipients who learn the knowledge in a passive way. Instead, they should
be challenged to achieve their potential and, indeed, to excel. Therefore, rather than focus
merely on knowledge dissemination and transfer, universities should contrive to provide
learning conditions that encourage students to remain curious, to value diversity in opinions
and perspectives, and to think critically and communicate effectively. In this way, students
can gain problem-solving experience and confidence.

Furthermore, universities will never attain their goals if they tailor all their courses or
programs to meet the needs of specific employers or occupational sectors. Today’s social
environment is more dynamic and turbulent than ever before. Only those graduates who
possess certain personality traits and can do well in diversified situations can distinguish
themselves from other job applicants.

In order to fulfill the main tasks of universities, university education should contain amply
opportunities for independent learning which can cultivate students who are more likely to
adapt to the changing society. Students can also learn to exercise their autonomy more
effectively, and they may clarify their own professional interests while learning in an

independent way.

Topic 4:

In order to improve the quality of education, high school students should be encouraged
to evaluate and criticize their teachers, but others think it will result in loss of respect and
discipline in classroom. What is your opinion?
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Students’ Participation in Teacher Appraisal Is Helpful
FESEHMTEXRERED

Teacher appraisal is not a new instrument in improving teaching performance or
developing teacher training. However, when it comes to inviting the input of students and
seeking their comments on teachers’ performance, there is disagreement. Some people object
to this practice, saying that it leads to the loss of respect and discipline. In my opinion,
students’ participation in teacher appraisal is definitely helpful, but it should be administrated
properly.

A strong argument for using student ratings to evaluate teachers is that students’
judgement is reliable and impartial. Because of their ongoing interaction with teachers
throughout the semester, students have the authority to measure the performance and
competence of a teacher, with the knowledge they have obtained from learning and the stance
they have adopted toward the subject taught. A critical analysis of students’ feedback enables
teachers to enhance their competence and adjust teaching aims and methods for better
attainment of students’ learning objectives.

Students are also concerned about whether the teacher is fully committed to his or her
job. The value of a teacher is determined as much by competence as by commitment. The
school can therefore assess the performance of a teacher by collecting students’ feedback on
some observable facts, such as a teacher’s punctuality and the legibility of his or her writing on
the board. Teachers who perform poorly are advised to reflect deeply on their teaching
practice, the drawbacks in particular, which is the key to the improvement of their
performance.

Despite those overt advantages of encouraging students’ input, analysis of their input is
important and should be handled carefully. Misinterpretation of students’ opinions might leave
teachers an inaccurate picture of their strengths and weaknesses and lead them into a poor
judgement about what they can do to satisfy the needs of their students. It is also important to
guide teachers to perceive the feedback sensibly; otherwise, they might have feelings of
powerlessness.

What has been discussed is to support a notion that students’ input provides an important
source of data for evaluating teachers, helping teachers not only to discover their disadvantages
but also to make an improvement.

Topic 5: ,

Some people think that students benefit greatly from going to private secondary schools,
but others assert that private secondary schools have a negative impact on the young
generation and the society alike. Discuss both views.




@
o E—E FRERYSESRBBEHR
BEEX

The Advantages and Disadvantages of Private Secondary Schools
R hERNRER SR

Parents seem to have ongoing preference for a private secondary school, although they
have to pay extremely high tuition for their children. Despite the fact that a private school is
very often associated with quality service, professional teaching staff, competitive courses and
excellent facilities, critics are concerned about the harmful effects of private schools on
society. The merits and demerits of this argument will be explored below.

Unarguably, private schools outperform public schools based on their more flexible and
advanced academic and extracurricular programmes. With this distinguishing advantage,
private schools are capable of adjusting their programmes for students of different levels and
assisting them to attain their objectives individually. Another remarkable quality of a private
school is its proficiency in formulating and promoting different non-academic programmes, such
as group sports and outings to foster students’ physical, emotional and social well-being.

Private schools are also acclaimed as experts in addressing students’ discipline problems.
Keen to consolidate its image as an excellent quality provider, a private school focuses not only
on a student’s academic performance but also on their demeanour. For this reason, physical
fights, drug use, bullying and other behaviour problems are less likely to be seen in private
schools. On the other hand, private schools have high entrance requirements and tuition
standards, resulting in relative homogeneity of students’ family background. Students are
mainly from medium or high income families. Upbringing and strict school discipline jointly
contribute to better behaviour of students. It is no wonder that most of private school students
are good-mannered and have a positive self-image.

Although the position of a private school as a well-qualified education provider is
prominent, it benefits some sections of school-age populations only. Because of tuition fees, a
private school is accessible only to those who are able to pay, rather than those who are able to
learn. It has denied most students’ access to quality education, potentially causing the gap
between rich and poor to widen.

The arguments presented above have created a dilemma when people evaluate the effects
of a private school on society. On the one hand, the private school is better than the public
school in many aspects, such as teaching staff, learning environment and facilities. On the
other, it tends to discriminate against students from low income families by maintaining high
tuition fees. While teenagers from high income families continue to benefit from their social

status, those of a lower class suffer enormously from lack of educational opportunities.
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Topic 6.

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Nowadays the age at which children start to attend school is becoming younger and
younger. Some children go to school at the age of four. Some people think it is good for
children to attend school earlier, while others disagree.

Write an essay expressing your point of view.

You should write at least 250 words.

You should use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments |
with examples and relevant evidence.

BEBX

To Start School too Early Is Harmful for Children
SR FHRFELFNETE

Nowadays, there is a growing tendency for children to attend school earlier. Some even
go to school at the age of four. Yet, in my opinion, it’s not a matter of the-earlier-the-better
when we discuss the age when children should go to school. On the contrary, [ think it is
unhealthy for children to start school too soon.

First of all, psychologically speaking, children who attend school too early are forced into
a premature situation, and thus bear more pressure than their peers. When they sit in a
classroom competing with students who are two or three years older than they are, it is
difficult for them to cope with problems that the others find easy to handle. Therefore, it is
hard for them to develop healthy values and points of view towards other people and towards
the world.

Secondly. from the physical aspect, it is harmful for small children to have to shoulder the
burden of too much schoolwork. According to statistics, 80% of school children are overloaded
with homework. This leads to many physical problems such as near-sightedness and stunted
growth. We can see this all around us.

Last but not least, most of the children who attend school earlier than others do not
receive a well-rounded education, and tend to fall behind when they enter high school.
Excluding the gifted ones, most students who attend school earlier have to make extra efforts
to keep up with their classmates. Other aspects important to children’s growth are suppressed.
When it comes to comprehensive ability, those children naturally drop behind.

In a word, I think that schooling should follow the natural growth of children’s bodies and
minds. To start school too early is harmful for children both mentally and physically. In my

opinion the age of seven is quite early enough for a child to start school.
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Topic 1.

You should spend about 40- minutes on this task.

Some people think the fittest and strongest individuals and team will win in sports, while
others believe it is those who have a good mental attitude will win in the end. Discuss both
views and give your own opinion

Use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and support your arguments with |
examples and relevant evidence.

Write at least 250 words.

What Contributes to the Success of Sports?
BRAAERTHE LRI IN?

Which one contributes mare to the success of sports, the fitness and strength or the
mentality of the athletes? Some claims that the former is more important, as just we know in
most cases it is those who are fittest and strongest win the game. While others argue that the
mental quality matters most, for it relates directly to the performance of athletes.

It is true that fitness and strength of the athletes are vital to the success of sports,
without which one cannot even get the chance to display his performance. Just as the Chinese
saying goes, “without health, you amount to nothing in the end.” Without a good body and
strong professional skills, it is no use having high mental quality. Take Luo Xuejuan for
example, she was one of the best female Chinese swimmer, who won the women’s 100m
breaststroke title at the Athens Olympics, but had to retire from competitive swimming due to
her heart surgery failure, left Beijing Olympics behind forever.

However, you may doubt what matters if the competitors are on the same level of fitness
and strength. Actually, it is not rare to see some dark horse in many games. So many people
believe in sports field, especially during the competition between top players, it is the athletes’
psychological quality that determines the victory or defeat. One who has a good mental state
can better cope with pressure, frustration and temporary setback, thus more possible to give
full play to his potentialities.

In conclusion, although competitions vary in situation, great success can only be achieved
by the excellent combination of technical superiority, physical ability and good psychology. The

former two show your proven strength, while the last shows your nature.

Topic 2.; ‘

Some people believe that national sports teams and individual athletes who represent :
their country should be financially supported by the government. Some people think that they
should be funded by non-government groups (e. g. business, sponsorship) . What is your opinion?
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sHux

Private Financing Should Be Accepted in the Sports World
GEHAN YL FRALLER

In recent years, one of the clearest trends in sports is that more and more corporations
have come into play. It is a subject of discussion whether private financing should be accepted
by the government to a larger extent and even the state can concede its control over national
sports teams to private ownership. In my opinion., the involvement of entrepreneurs is
essential and can be deemed as a complement to government administration.

There are many reasons why the private sector should play a more active role in sports.
First, the government alone cannot afford the expenditure involved in the sports industry, such
as salaries of athletes. administrative costs, and so forth. By organising competitions
efficiently and economically. enhancing athletes’ market values, seeking out sponsors or
patrons, the private sector not only raises necessary financing but also maximise the return of
the sports industry. A business’s willingness to take part in this industry is attributable to many
incentives. For example, it would help create an image which is associated with enthusiasm,
energy and passion and can be turned into enormous income. Meanwhile it contributes a lot to
its solid position in society, as well as good reputation.

Meanwhile, as sports have grown more competitive, the need for better equipment,
facilities, nutrition and training methods has become urgent. Athletes should have well-
developed physiques, which can be obtained only through extensive physical training and strict
exercise. Private sponsors have expertise in different areas of technology, ranging from
nutrition to the treatment of injuries. They are able to train athletes scientifically and
effectively, reduce the risk of injuries and extend their career lives. Besides, as private
sponsors are more financially capable of providing awards, bonus and other financial incentives
to motivate athletes, their involvement is crucial to athletes’ performance on the playing field.

The role of the private sector is therefore indispensable, but it is not to say that the
government should divest itself of intervening in the sports industry. Although the private
sector is surely committed to seeking sponsorship and performing many fund-raising jobs, it is
profit-oriented and therefore, very likely to make a decision ignorant of the interests of
athletes. National teams are branded, marketed and sold as entertainment products, while the
value of national pride and ethnical dignity is overlooked. It is also very likely that private
investors are only interested in those sports with high media exposure, resulting in the
unbalanced development of sports. For this reason, the government should retain the major
ownership of the sports.

In conclusion, the sports world is in need of financial support and the assistance of the
private sector. While providing financial resources, goods and services, business investors can
obtain communicative and commercial benefits. By giving the gteen light to private financing,

the government is more likely to advance the overall development of sports.




