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CHANG KUANG-BIN AT 90:
A RETROSPECTIVE EXHIBITION OF CALLIGRAPHY AND INK PAINTINGS

Professor Chang Kuang-bin is one of Taiwan's important calligraphers and ink painters. He was born in Da
County, Sichuan, in 1915, and was also named Xu-xian and given the nickname Yu-huan. A graduate of the ink
painting department of the National Academy of Arts in 1945, Prof. Chang became a good calligraphyer and ink
painter under the tutelage of such famous masters as Huang Chun-bi, Fu Bao-shih, Pan Tain-shou, Feng Zi-kai,
Li Ke-ran, Kao Hong-jin and so on. He has served as a school principal, a chief secretary, a chief editor and a
counselor of the Ministry of National Defense; at 53, he was appointed editor in the department of calligraphy
and paintings at the National Palace Museum, and started to publish his academic writings— The Four Masters
of the Yuan (1975), Research Essays on Yuan Calligraphy and Ink Paintings (1979), The Essentials of Yuan
Paintings (1980), The History of Chinese Calligraphy (1981) and so on, which have become the most important
documents for studying Yuan calligraphy and paintings. After retirement, Prof. Chang continued to work on
calligraphy and paintings, diligently living by the old proverb "Continue, despite my age, painting until who
knows when?"

Prof. Chang's art works are filled with an atmosphere of gentleness and sincerity. From school masters during
the early period, he learned painting techniques, and then with increased experience, the influence of painting
history through the ages and, especially, Yuan Dynasty calligraphy and painting. His recent works are based on
ink dots; furthermore, his style of landscapes is one of purity rather than of elegance, and is common but
special, particularly vigorous and beautiful. His calligraphy is based on ancient styles. The seal and clerical
styles clearly demonstrate his interest in ancient writing; the lines of running and script styles are consistent with
his personal style because of his daily effort to copy tablets.

This exhibition displays over 160 items including Prof. Chang's best and most recent works. Reflecting the
artistic career, the exhibition is divided into two rooms: calligraphy and ink paintings. The Museum hopes that,
through this exhibition, members of the public have the opportunity to review Prof. Chang's wonderful works,
and, at the same time, will be drawn to traditional calligraphy and paintings, and their charm.
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