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The Seafood Effect

June was not a happy lady. Just before Christmas in 1998, her
husband Mike left her to start a new life with her closest friend. Having
spent the whole winter on her own, June received a letter from a
divorce lawyer, asking for possession of the house so that Mike and her
old friend could move in. That was when she planned her revenge. She
replied to the letter, offering vacant possession on condition the house
was sold and the proceeds split between her and Mike. The evening
before she was due to move out, June invited her real friends around for
a lavish ‘Last Supper’. The following afternoon, after the removal men
had left, she carefully unscrewed the ends of the metal curtain poles in
all the rooms and filled the cavities with spoonfuls of caviar and haif-
eaten prawns, along with the shells, after which she picked up the rest
of her belongings and left the home she loved.

A few weeks later, Mike and his new lady noticed a lingering
smell that became worse as the days passed. They paid to have the
house professionally cleaned from top to bottom, the air vents and
floorboards checked for dead rats and air purifiers installed in every
room, but still the smell grew worse. Before long, the workmen looking
for the source of the stench were refusing to enter the house and, as
potential buyers were failing to make it past the front door before they
fled, the estate agent suggested taking the propertiy off the market until
the cause of the smell had been located.

Eventually the couple had to retreat to a hotel before taking out
a huge loan and buying another house. Soon afterwards, as chance

would have it, June phoned Mike to inquire how the house sale was
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progressing and listened as her ex-husband made up a story about
the depressed housing market and how he had been unable to find a
buyer. He was amazed when his former wite offered to buy his share,
for a substantially reduced amount. Seizing the chance to burden his
ex with the mysteriously smelling property, he accepted a nominal
payment for his half share, but not without one last act of meanness.
On the day of the transfer, June pulled up with her removal men just
in time to find Mike’s team stripping the house of all the fixtures
and fittings for installation in his new home—shelving, carpets and
curtains, right down to door knobs, light bulbs and ... curtain poles.
June'’s plan had worked to perfection.

In a similarly vengeful vein are the farmer who covered his local
bank in slurry in response to needless bank charges, the wife of a
cheat who cut one leq off all his trousers before delivering his prized,
and expensive, vintage wine collection to the doorsteps of every house
in their village with a note explaining his behaviour, and the jilted
girlfriend who placed adverts of her former lover in a gay magazine
before sending his new partner a copy. We have seen watercress
scattered all over an apartment and the heating turned to full while an
ex-lover was on holiday and a condom-wearing cucumber strategically
left in a place it would easily be found. In fact there are so many such

tales of revenge they could fill a book of their own.
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The Better Man

There was a huge wedding with about three hundred guests.
During the reception the groom stood up to deliver his speech. He said
that he wanted to thank everyone for coming, many from far afield, to
support him and his new bride on their big day. He especially wanted
to thank the bride’'s family for all attending. The groom then announced
that each guest would find, taped to the bottom of his or her chair, a
manila envelope. He explained that the envelopes contained his gitt to
everyone, to convey the strength of his feelings on this occasion, and
invited the guests to open them.

Inside each envelope was an 8x10 picture of his bride giving
the best man oral sex in the latter's back garden. (He had become
suspicious and hired a private detective to follow his wife-to-be.) As
the wedding guests gasped in shock, the groom turned to his new
bride and announced he was leaving her. The marriage was annulled

the following day.



BiRENNE

BTHBEREE-TMEEREERESINNEREL L, BFE
&L, FrEfvhEE kB, Uit BERS A RN RE, BRI R
B TR B IIEAL, X HEFIRTIR R — i, L HEEREIREAN
SEBE. REFTERSNEANRE T T EEE - DRARTEH,
R R UiLE B E R R M T — DARALY, SRR TN L2 BB Eh
OfE, BB R R IITIT X AE 8,

EEMEEERR K803 /MR, BT EFTIREARE
MEAEREESXTHBEMOE, IREFRAESEERATRA
THRIR B TAUBORIBSE, ) BB INBILNERNICIRG T ERRE TR
i, BTERFE S X FIRRALEA ST BOMIIERRTBEX A,

O ADRNMERKESLI R NI, —RAFRRSIEE,



Dearly Departed

Many people have been tempted to have cryptic messages
carved on to either their own headstones or those of loved ones. Spike
Milligan famously requested the line in his native Gaelic: 'Duirt me
leat go raibh me breoite.’ In English this becomes: ‘I told you I was ill.’
His headstone was finally erected in 2004 at St Thomas’s Church in
Winchelsea, East Sussex, and the words are a typical example of the
great man's humour. Some messages, however, are not so funny and
while graveyard owners or the Church usually forbid acrimonious lines
on headstones, there are ways of overcoming the rules. This was so
in the case of John Laird McCaffery, who died on 14 August 1995. The
stonemason carving the inscription claims he did not notice the hidden
message when the deceased man's wife and mistress placed the order
for the stone together. They claimed the meaning of the poem was just

a personal matter between the three of them.

Here Lies Buried

John Laird McCaffery

Free Your Body and Soul

Unfold Your Powerful Wings
Climb Up The Highest Mountains
Kick Your Feet Up In The Air

You May Now Live Forever

Or Return To This Earth
Unless You Feel Good

Where You Are



