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1

peechs

Familiarize yourself with the following words and expressions. Then choose

appropriate ones to fill in the blanks.

spin /spi/ v, to cheat

primary /'praimeri,-mari/ ». a preliminary
election in which the registered voters of a
political party nominate candidates for office

nasal /'neizl/ adj. characterized by or resembling
a resonant sound produced through the nose

unadorned /'Ana'doind/ 4dj. simple or plain

consummate /'konsameit/ zdj. complete or
perfect in every respect

make out to pretend

gravitas /'gr&vites/ . a serious or dignified
manner

oratory /'Dratary/ z. the art of public speaking

cadence /'kerdons/ n. general inflection or
modulation of the voice

hypnotic /hip'notik/ zdj. inducing or tending to
induce sleep

slick /slik/ adj. superficially attractive or plausible

but lacking depth or soundness
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Uni t 1 s')eeches

(1) Sargentwas now a master of brushwork.

(2) refers to the ancient art of public speaking.

(3) The ruling party was charged of the general election.

(4) Thatroom with pictures or curtains looks bare.

(5) His speech was delivered in such a voice'that many people fell asleep.

(6) Our national father figure needs , but he’s posed as the kid brother.

(7) Itis possible to detect a liar through their of speech.

(8) He had caught a bad cold and had to speak with a voice.

(9) Lets that we are trapped on a desert island.

(10) The writer’s _ style of writing was frowned upon by many of his contemporaries.

The following people are famous for delivering speeches. Match the pictures to the
introductions and fill in the blanks.

(1) Martin Luther King: leader of the movement. Famous for his speech named
(2) Barack Obama: the first president of the United States of America.
(3) Tony Blair: ex- of the United Kingdom. Once leader of the Party.

(4) Abraham Lincoln: 16th president of United States of America. Famous for his leadership-in the

American War and his efforts to liberate the slaves by issuing the
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Upstream Viewing@®), Li

Look at the pictures and talk about what is happening. Some key words have been

provided.

London / wave flags / Olympic Games
Hugo Chavez/UN / speech
YALE COLLEGE Barack Obama / take office / presidenf

0¥" Tony Blair / speech /Yale College

CLASS OF 2008

W\hite You Watch
Watch video clips 1 & 2 and decide whether the following statements are T (True) or

F (False). Correct the false ones.

(1)

Good politicians should know how to make |
speeches. | 2)

@ | The cadence and rhythm
| - are hypnotic.

of Obama’s speeches

(3)

T !
l‘le message is the mogt Important
thing in a speech,

CTE



Unit

e - =
(4) (5 . |
McCain just tried The American

people thought | |

to tell his audience
. what they wanted | | they were spinned.

- to hear. |
— —— »M »—-‘ —e >'. — -— —_—
(8)

i sadness in
Princess Diana’s death caused great

Britain.

&

(6)
McCain was not

good at presenting
speeches.

e —————

e

McCain speaks
quite differently
from Obama.

Tony Blair Sometimes may go too far

in his speeches.

~ Watch video clip 1 again and complete the following summary of Obama’s speaking

style.
. (1) Obama uses his voice to
(2) Obama has cadence and —
(3) Obama speaks on a

(4) Obama has got an incredible

(5) Obama builds

his body

for his voice

up and sometimes uses a

pause

Watch video clip 2 again and complete the following summary of McCain’s speaking

style.
’ (1) McCain always reads the
(2) McCain eyes always
(3) McCain has a bit of
:- (4) McCain his words together

(5) McCain speaks from
(6) McCain talks like a

ora
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Watch video clip 3 and decide whether the following statements are T (True) or F
(False). Correct the false ones.

@ ) =
| - |
Bill Gates did not have fi:ilsf;t-es did not SSNTEL
a bachelor’s degree. e 1s study at i
: (5)
(4) : met his
: ith fellow Bill Gates
: disa! eed Wi . |
BﬂldGa:: ivho ag:e antisocial. R college
studen

GEED

8 Match the statements to the speakers in the pictures.

(1) Thank you, lowa.

(2 ) They said our sights were set too high.

(3 ) We are one people.

(4) | talked about the country we love.

(5) | will never surrender.

(6) We run for office as you labor.

(7) | feel like everyone else in this country today.

(8) | am a bad influence.

(9) | did the best of everyone who failed.

-




/9 Make a comparison of Obama and McCain’s speaking styles.

1 O Talk in pairs about common ways of communication, &/
for example, face-to-face talk, speech, mail, e-mail, |
short message, etc. Make comments on their respectlve ~

e advantages and disadvantages. . L et
e S, W R Sy

/,—"""-‘-

\

1 1 Watch video clip 1 again and fill in the blanks with appropriate words.

(1) Among today’s , Barack Obama out for his effect on an

How does he do it?

(2) The within his voice people. They start to join in with the
of the words as they
(3) The words become . You might not even the word after he’s

finished speaking.



Upstream View

(4)

(5)

ing@, Listem’ng@ and Speaking@n

It is so , because what it does is it doesn’t what he’s saying, because his
tells you what you should be what he’s saying.
They believe themselves be . It’s a great of

1 2 Watch video clip 2 again and fill in the blanks with appropriate words.

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5%

I didn’t just tell you what the said you wanted to . I didn’t tell you what I
knew to be . Ididn’t try to you.

Here McCain is speaking on the he won the 2008 New Hampshire

He has a little of a voice. He speaks from in his head. And he
has a of a little

He’s saying I'm not Mr. . I’'m not someone who will wow you with the of my
voice.

McCain’s sound fits with the words of his speeches. He makes a

of being a talker. s w

1 3 Watch video clip 3 again and fill in the blanks with appropnate words.

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

I the graduates today for taking a much more to your degrees.
Harvard was just a for me. life was /
That’s how I came to be the of the group.

There were more up there, and most of the guys were types.

That offered me the best , but your odds doesn’t

success.

‘I 4 Circle the correct choice for each of the following questions.

(1)

Amor-lg those politicians, what dose President Obama stand out for?
a. His communication skills.

b. His economic policies.

c. His political policies.

d. His personal qualities.



(2) Whatis the message Obama tries to convey?

a. We would succeed.
b. We need change now.
c. Our goal is difficult to reach.
d. Our day will never come.
(3) What was the message Obama tried to convey?
a. We would succeed.
b. We need change now.
c. Our goal is difficult to reach.
d. Our day will never come.
(4) Which of the following statements is TRUE?
a. Tony Blair actually did not feel so sad as he pretended to be.
b. Tony Blair was not really sad at Princess Diana’s death.
c. Tony Blair did not want the British people to know that he was sad.

d. The British people were waiting for Tony Blair to announce the news.

‘l 5 In pairs, discuss what politicians do to achieve the best communication effects.

1 6 Explain the humor in Gates’ speech:

If you want to .., you need to ..
It's almost as if ..

Talk to .. / talk about

A little bit of ../ a sort of ..

| feel like ..

| guess ..

For my part, ..

1"
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12

In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the
first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for
the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 1 to 8 with the
exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 9 to 11 you are required
to fill in the missing information. You can either use the exact words you have just
heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is
read for the third time, you should check what you have written.

I’'m here to give some basic speech skills that should help you work your way through

a speech in a (1) manner. Speeches can be (2) and that’s

because we don’t know what to do. But when you do, it gets easier.

Be Funny: Humor is a great tool for keeping the audience paying attention and it also

keeps gveryone happy. When people are (3) up with every joke you add in,
you know you’re doing a good job. Humor is just an excellent tool that you should always try
to take (4) of, but not everyoﬁé is (5) . If you're not good at
it, practice. If you're still not getting laughs, then don’t (6) doing it. It’s not a

good feeling when you make a joke and no one laughs.

Get to the point: This is a skill you need to (7) as quickly as

possible. There are many ways of getting your point across and the fewer

-

(8) of words you use the better (9)

. Make sure you have a point to the speech,

that every direction you go you let the audience know how this relates to the

point, (10)

These are basic speech skills that should get you through your speech. (11)__

, you have to use these skills on a

regular basis.
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Y upplementary Readings

Barack Obama: (born August 4, 1961) the 44th and current President of the United States. He
is the first African American to hold the office. Obama previously served as a United States Senator
from Illinois, from January 2005 until he resigned after his election to the presidency in November
2008. ]

A native of Honolulu, Hawaii, Obama is a graduate of Columbia University and Harvard Law
School, where he was the president of the Harvard Law Review. He was a community organizer in
Chicago before earning his law degree. He worked as a civil rights attorney (/%) in Chicago and
taught constitutional law at the University of Chicago Law School from 1992 to 2004.

Obama served three terms in the Illinois Senate from 1997 to 2004. Following an unsuccessful
bid for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 2000, he ran for United States Senate in 2004.
Several events brought him to national attention during the campaign, including his victory in the
-~ March 2004 Democratic primary and his keynote address at the Democratic National Convention in
July 2004. He won election to the U.S. Senate in November 2004. His presidential campaign began
in February 2007, and after a close campaign in the 2008 Democratic Party presidential primaries
against Hillary Rodham Clinton, he won his party’s nomination. In the 2008 general election, he
defeated Republican nominee John McCain and was inaugurated (#4782 #24L) as president on
January 20, 2009.

As president, Obama signed economic stimulus legislation in the form of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act in February 2009. On October 8, 2009, Obama was named the
2009 Nobel Peace Prize laureate (3% % %). Tn March 2010, he signed the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act into law, a piece of health care reform legislation. In foreign poliCy, Obama
began a gradual withdrawal of troops from Iraq, increased troop levels in Afghanistan, and signed an
arms control treaty with Russia.

Tony Blair: British Labour Party politician who served as the Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom from 2 May 1997 to 27 June 2007. He was the Member of Parliament (MP) for Sedgefield
from 1983 to 2007 and Leader of the Labour Party from 1994 to 2007; he resigned from all these
positions in June 2007.

Tony Blair was elected Leader of the Labour Party in the leadership election of July 1994,
following the sudden death of his predecessor (#74£), John Smith. Under his leadership, the party
adopted the term “New Labour” and moved away from its traditional left wing position towards
the centre ground. Blair subsequently led Labour to a landslide victory in the 1997 general election.
At 43 years old, he became the youngest Prime Minister since 1812. In the first years of the New
Labour government, Blair’s government implemented (% #7) a number of 1997 manifesto (% #A)
pledges, introducing the minimum wage, Human Rights Act and Freedom of Information Act; and
carrying out regional devolution, establishing the Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly for
Wales, and the Northern Ireland Assembly.

Blair’s role as Prime Minister was particularly visible in foreign and security policy, including
in Northern Ireland, where he was involved in the 1998 Good Friday Agreement. From the start
of the War on Terror in 2001, Blair strongly supported United States foreign policy, notably by
participating in the 2001 invasion of Afghanistan and 2003 invasion of Iraq. In his first six years,

13
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Blair had British troops ordered into battle five times — more than any other prime minister in
British history.

Blair is the Labour Party’s longest-serving Prime Minister; the only person to have led the
Labour Party to three consecutive general election victories; and the only Labour Prime Minister
to serve consecutive terms, more than one of which was at least four years long. He was succeeded
as Leader of the Labour Party on 24 June 2007 and as Prime Minister on 27 June 2007 by Gordon
Brown, who was Chancellor of the Exchequer (M # X E). On the day he resigned as Prime Minister,
he was appointed the official Envoy (4 %) of the Quartet on the Middle East (¥ # ™ 7) on behalf
of the United Nations, the European Union, the United States, and Russia.

In May 2008, Blair launched his Tony Blair Faith Foundation. This was followed in July 2009
by the launching of the Faith and Globalization Initiative with Yale University in the USA, Durham
University in the UK and National University of Singapore in Asia to deliver a postgraduate
program in partnership with the Foundation.

Princess Diana: (1 July 1961-1-August 1997) a popular
international media icon of the late 20th century as the first
wife of Charles, Prince of Wales, whom she married on 29 July
1981. The wedding, which was held at St. Paul’s Cathedral, was
televised and watched by a global audience of over 750 million
people. The marriage produced two sons, Princes William and
Harry, and they are second and third in line to the thrones of
the 16 Commonwealth realms. =

A public figure from the announcement of her engagement
(37#§) to Prince Charles, Diana was born into an old,
aristocratic (3t #%#9) English family with royal connections,
and remained the focus of worldwide media scrutiny (i 48 ¥ &)
before, during and after her marriage, which ended in divorce
on 28 August 1996. This continued in the years following
her death in a car crash in Paris along with her companion
Dodi Fayed and driver Henri Paul on 31 August 1997, and

in the subsequent display of public mourning a week later.

Contemporary responses to Diana’s life and legacy are mixed but popular interest in the Princess
endures.
Diana also received recognition for her charity work and for her support of the International

Campaign to Ban Landmines. From 1989, she was the president of the Great Ormond Street
Hospital for Children.

Bill Gates: an American business magnate (E
3k), philanthropist (&% %), author and chairman of
Microsoft, the software company he founded with Paul
Allen. He is consistently ranked among the world’s
wealthiest people and was the wealthiest overall from
1995 to 2009, excluding 2008, when he was ranked third.
During his career at Microsoft, Gates held the positions
of CEO (chief executive officer) and chief software

architect, and remains the largest individual shareholder

with more than 8 percent of the common stock. He has

14



