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FOREWORD

Gems of Ancient Chinese Wisdom is a collection of aphorisms from
ancient Chinese philosophical and literary works and remarks by
philosophers, writers and poets on politics, life, leaming and writing.
The current collection is but a drop in the ocean of the ancient
Chinese classics, but it is already rich in content and profound in
ideas. Though these selections were written under particular
circumstances in different times over history, they still communicate
moral messages to us today, especially when some of the moral values
advertised by the ancients have, more or less, been melting away, it’s
meaningful to refresh our memory by reviewing the value system that
our ancestors had upheld. It will prove to be an interesting read to
people interested in ancient Chinese thinking and traditional meorals,
and instructive regarding life, the ways of the world and learning.
This is what has prompted us to put this book together.

This book was designed to encourage the study of classical
Chinese and ancient Chinese culture, taking into account as potential
readers foreigners learning Chinese language in China and students of
Confucius’ Colleges abroad, and people who are interested in Chinese

language and culture. The people this book is intended for should
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have mastered the fundamentals of Chinese and have a mind to further
study it. Anyone wishing to take his Chinese to a desirable level will
have to read some classical Chinese through which to obtain a glimpse
of ancient Chinese culture. This is groundwork for advanced studies of
the Chinese language and culture. This book is also intended for
Chinese students who wish to improve their Chinese-English
translation skills, especially the undergraduates and postgraduates
majoring in translation. It is necessary for them to practice translating
classical Chinese. As China has a long history and a rich traditional
culture, there is a lot to do and a long way to go in cultural
communication with the rest of the world.

The entries in the book are classified into 15 parts according to
their contents and meanings and a Chinese Phonetic Alphabet Index is
provided at the end of the text for the convenience of the reader. In
order to help the students understand better, besides translating the
entries into English, we have also added pinyin to the characters with
pronunciations unfamiliar to today’s readers, and made explanations to
some difficult terms. For the same purpose, we have put in some brief
notes to and comments on some of the entries.

As this is our first experience in compiling a book of this kind,
there might be errors and mistranslations in it. We sincerely hope our
readers will kindly peint them out when any is found so that we can

correct them when the book has a chance to be reprinted.

The editors and translators
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