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Reflect on the Art of Wall Painting of Gaochang Uighur Khan Kingdom
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The Whole Story of Building
Bezklik Grottos
Among the famous Flaming Mountains, 10km south
away from the Ancient City of Gaochang and SOkm west
from Turfan area.there is a grotto group named Bezklik
Grottos. There is a Chinese inscription " 4t f AL
YA
Lotus Sutra and chapter on the Universal Gate of

fllicd™; " on the hand-written fragments of

Avalokitesvara when excavated in 1980 Jianchang (4t ')
is the title_of Jubaomao,the Gaochang emperor's reign,
that is in 559.A.D.the prosperous period of Jushi Gaochang
reign.Studying on the shapes of the caves and. the wall
paintings.Scholars concluded that the original date of build
ing the caves is in the period of Gaochang Kingdom(460-
640A.D.). The small-scale of the caves had been developed
during the Tang-Xizhuo dynasties. The caves were recorded
as Ningrong Grottos_in the historical book Xizhuo Tujing.
Fortunately. Yanggong Rebuild the Steles of the Temple
found in the caves has the record that Tang-Beiting daduhu,
Yangxigu. the Yi xiting Jie du shi rebuilt temples and
caves. From the early prosperous Gaochang Uighur period
(middle of 9th-carly of 12th ¢.)to late declined Gaochang
reign(12-14th) .the caves were seriously damaged by the
religious®onflicts when Islam entered Turfan Basin in the
late of 14th century.Bezklik grottos became a deserted
"Beautiful and Decorated Place" (Uygur language) . In the
beginning of Tast century, when many explorers from
German, Britain, Russia, Japanese and other countries
came here.stole and destoried our treasures,when many
wall paintings flowed into abroad,so many regrets had left

1o the world.
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The Southern Scene of Bezklik Grottos.
The caves are located at the western side of

Mutougou River.and the lodgings and grape

gardens are at the bank
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The Northern Scene of Bezklik Grottos The
caves were built at the west.Mutougou River is
at the cast and the snow scene of Heavenly

Mountains at the distance
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Fragment(7-9¢.A.D) . Of being the Hand- written
Documents from Pahlavi Sutra. Uncarthed with

characters of all Kinds, Bezklik grottos are regarded

as the precious gathering place of Buddhism documents
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Fragment from the monument of temple rebuilt by
Yanggong The deeds of Tang Beiting daduhu the
Yixiting Jicdushi, Yang Xigu rebuilding the temples and
caves were recorded on the mscriptions
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Fragment From the Stele With Vajra Sutra on it
(Copy). 7-9¢.A.D . The whole name of Vajra Sutra
is Vajra Prajnaparamitatranslated by Kumarajiva
(344 - 413A.D).Qiz1.
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Uighurian Manichaean Dispatches 9-11c.A.
D . Uighunan began to believed in Manichaean
when they moved into Turfan region in the
beginning, so the Manichacan documents had
been prevented in the caves.
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Fragment from the wood engraving Buddhist sutra
written Xixia characters. |1 13th century.In the
caves,many fragments of Buddhist sutra written in

Xixia characters show that Gaochang Uighur and
Xixia dynasties had a close relationship.
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Fragment from the wood engraving vols. of Maha pra jna p-ramita
9-11th 600 vols. in all. Each chapter has other translated copies.Hsiian-
tsang is the only epitomized one
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Pottery Jar With single handle and spout
(13- 14th century). The pottery jar is deco

rated with raised line and carved running
curves,and Skg sesame in it when uncarthed.
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Brass Tray (13-14c.A.D.).Unearthed in 1980,
Wide brim.tlat bottom blackened by smoke.
Dia of mouth 33c¢m.H.9cm
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Porcelain Bowl. (10-11¢.).Cel-adon bowl from i = 8.3 K P4.6cm
Yaozhou Kiln.Dia of mouth is 15.4cm.h.8 3cm,

dia of bottom is 4.6¢m.
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Gilt Copper Statue of Buddha (8-9th century)

Seriously rust and remained some gilt vestige
I'he Buddha has clear large nimbus and clothe
designs,H.37¢m.
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Stupa (13-14¢). Uncarthed in 1980,the base of
the stupa is divided into two storeys, square
bottom.round upper part and body of Sumeru
pedestal. This is the typical stupa of the late
Uighur Khan Kingdom
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Bezklik Caves Sketch Map.
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The Structures of the Caves and
the Date

Bezklik grottos is located at the west
bank of Mutougou Riverspreaded about one
kilo upon the cliff and platform.Among 83
caves,only more than 40 caves were painted
with wall paintings. The area of the wall paint-
ings is about 1, 200m* .Besides the wor-
shipping Buddhist caves,there are Bikelou
Caves(litinf%') for monk's discipline and
lodgings for monk's living. The caves lasted
about 8- 9 hundred years involving Gaochang
Kingdom(460-640A.D.) , Tang-Xizhuo( 640
-the middle of 9th century),Uighur Gaochang
(the middle of 9th century-the end of [4th
century) three times.Uighur Gaochang period
can be divided into early and later two

periods.
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Square and Ceiling Design Picture.Wall
painting from Cave 18
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Thousand Buddhas Wall Painting from Cave 18.

Wall Painting of

Gaochang Period

The early caves are seldom
found and the well-prevented wall
paintings are few. Only some square
and ceiling design pictures painted

with mirenal blue or green and the
Thousand Buddhas from the Cave 8.
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Wall Painting of Tang-
Xizhuo Period
At that time,Bezklik grottos

had become the important Buddhist

gathering place in the Yixiting

region.The representive caves of

Tang-Xizhuo period are Cave 16,17,

28,69 ete,which contain the portaits

of some ecarly noble donors of

Turks tribes.
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The story of Amitabhavyuha. Wall
painting from Cave 7. Lotus are
growing in the pool Bodhisattva ac-
companied by Amitaha, Avalokite
svara and others scated on the lotus
throne. The mscription with Chinese
ink " L A B T
a7 onit
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I'housand Buddhas. Wall Painting from Cave 69 The
Uighurian with Chinese ink in the inscription of later
generations. The middle Buddha at the lower levels, with an
alms bowlin the lefthand and pillin the right hand, is the

Bhaisajyaguru -vaidurya-prabhasa Buddha-Pure Land
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I'housand Buddhas.Detal of wall pamting from the north

ern wall of Cave 69.The Buddhas wearing red kasaya scated

on the lotus throne, stull remains Tang's graceful bear,calm

and dignified

TAL @ Jif 695l

T




16 St Al e S |
e, 1r P2

Flying Devatas. Wall Painting from

the northern wall of Cave 16.with tlut

tering long skirt walking throughithe

clouds
ﬂ\g}\ l(\'t,“ ]

) K j11)

BT QTN T A s RV

Scene of Playing Instruments.Detail
Wall Painting of Parinirvana from Cave
16. Peoples were playing instruments to

celebrate the Buddha's nirvana
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Sogdian letters (9-10¢.A.D).Manichacan
priest,Shaphluyar Cetaku,wrote to Marl
Arluyamen_ Pful,the bishop of castern
parish. L, 268¢m, W, 20, Sem. The middle
characters were covered with gold foils
Two Bodhisattvas were playing Sheng
and Bili.
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Manichaean Art
During the Mobei period,Uighur believed in Manichaean.In the middle
of nine century.They migrated into Gaochang region.So many Manichaean
documents, wall paintings and survivals belong to Gaochang Uighur times
had been found.
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Manichaean Copper Statue (9-10c¢)
H{9¢m.
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Wall Painting of Manichaean.From the
back wall of Cave 38.Three Enlightenment
I'rees were painted on the white ground.
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The Royal Temples of

Uighur Khan Kingdom
Most of the present grottos
had been meticulously restored or
rebuilt by Uighur. The Uighurian
inscriptions found in some wall
paintings of Buddhism caves show
that the royal court converted Bud-
dhism in some late 9th century or
carly 10th century. The wall paint-
ing of the Uighurian Gaochang
prince and pricess from Cave 20
shows the fact that at that time
Bezklik grottos had become  the
royal temple of Uighur Khan King-

dom
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Uighur Prince.Detail of wall paint

314

ing from Cave 31, with Uighurian

Ill\xl'lpll(lll on it
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Plane Sketch Map of Cave 20.
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Uighur Princess. Wall painting from Cave 20

The meaning of Uighurian inscription is:This is

the portrait of the noble princess
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Uighur Princess.Wall Painting
from Cave 20),
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Bhiksu Donors.Wall Painting from Cave 9 with
Uighurian and Chinese inscriptions on it and the
Chinese one is " [ [7EM ¢ 8L 2 (@ & L0 % .
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Indian Monks.Wall Painting from the southern passage
of Cave 20.Sanskrit inscriptions on it.
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Dutong.Wall Painting from the northern passage of Cave20
The Uighurian and Chinese inscriptions something like"
a4 " on it
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The story of Jataka. Large of Wall Painting from Cave 15

Painted with Standing Buddhas, Folks Bodhisattvas
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Dragon Leaping out of the Water.Wall Paint
ing from the right wall of Cave3 1 With wings,
the dragon is jumping over the mountains or the
lakes vigorously.
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