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Before Reading
Discuss the following questions in class.
1.

2

Why are words important for people?

. What is the best way to increase your English vocabulary?

7/ Reading

@) @) The Study of Words QO O

The study of words is not merely' something that has to do with literature’.
Words are your tools of thought. You can’t even think at all without them. Try
it. If you are planning to go downtown’ this afternoon you will find that you are
saying to yourself: “I think I will go downtown this afternoon.” You can’t make
such a simple decision' as this without using words.

- Without words you could make no decisions and form no judgments’ whatsoever'.
A pianist may have the most beautiful tunes’ in his head, but if he had only five
keys on his piano he would never get more than a fraction’ of these tunes out.

Your words are your keys for your thoughts. And the more words you have at
your command’, the deeper, clearer and more accurate'’ will be your thinking.

A command of English will not only improve the processes of your mind. It will
give you assurance''; build your self-confidence; lend color to'” your personality'’;
and increase your popularity. Your words are your personality. Your vocabulary is
you. ;
Your words are all that we, your friends, have to know and judge you by. You
have no other medium'* for telling us your thoughts—for convincing us, persuading’
us, and giving us orders.

Words are explosive'’. Phrases are packed with TNT. A simple word can destroy
a friendship or land a large order'’. The proper phrases in the mouths of clerks have
doubled the sales of a department store. The wrong words used by a political leader
have lost him an election'®.

Words have changed the direction'’ of history. Words can also change the direction
of your life. They have often raised a man from mediocrity”’ to success.



will, in turn, give you a better opportunity for further enriching”’ your vocabulary. It is

a beautiful and successful cycle”.

New Words and Expressions \Qﬁ

|

1 merely™ /mmly/ ad. 142, ARt
2 literatare /litorotfa(r)/ n. X ¥
3 godowntown &7 # X
4 decision /dr's;zen/ n. & &
make a decision /5 & &
judg(e)ment /'dzadzment/ n. #| B
judge /dzad3/ v. ] B
6 whatsoever” /hwotsou'eva(r)/ ad. (B TMmiRE R Kk d) 69iER) 17, 2%
7 tune* /tjwn/n. @H, #WF
8 fraction® /fraekfon/n. (X4h#y) 132, AR
~ a fraction of —/ 8 5
9 command /ko'ma:nd/ n. ¥ 48
10 accurate™ /'@kjurot/ a. B A&
11  assurance /o'[usrons/ n. 13 'S
12 lendcolorto 4+ 3@ F &%
13 personality /p3:so'nzlotl/ n. A&
14 medium™ /'mi:diom/ n. A%, # F4K
15 persuade /po'swerd/ v. LR, MR
16 explosive® /ik'sploustv/ n. YE %5
17 land a large order & —4 kK #917 %
18 election* /r'lekfon/ n. it %
19 direction /dr'rekfon/ n. 7 ¥, iz
20 mediocrity /imi:dr'okrott/ n. -F /&

th
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21 conscious /konfos/ a. (of) A &iRE, BREH
consciously /konfosl/ ad. A &R
unconsciously /ankonfosly/ ad. . & 23,

22 station /'steifon/ n. i, H4r, BRiz

23 enrich /m'ritf/ v. £ F &

24 cycle /'saikl/ n. Y83%

Proper Noun \ﬁ

TNT # 2.4% (Bp=s5 % %P X) [trinitrotoluene #9495 ]

' After Reading

A. Main Idea

Fill in the blanks with appropriate words according to the above reading passage.

Words are an important tool for people to think and to communicate with each other. Only when

you have a of a large number of words can you make and
form . The more words you have your command, the deeper,
clearer and more will be your thinking. Furthermore, correct use of words can
lead you great success, which, in , will help you get more

to further increase your vocabulary.

B. Detailed Understanding

I. Choose the answer that best completes eachi sentence or answers each question.

1. In the passage, the author mainly wants to say that
A. the study of words has nothing to do with literature
B. a large vocabulary may help you get high on the social ladder
C. without words, you could still make decisions and form judgments

D. actions speak louder than words



2. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?

A. The more words you have at your command, the less accurate your thinking will be.

B. A political leader won the election though he used the wrong words.

C. Words are like explosives and can destroy a department store.

D. Words are powerful because they can often help an average person to achieve success.
3. The author mentions that words have

A. set new historical records

B. failed to change people’s life

C. had influence on social development

D. formed close friendship among people
4. If the author decides to add one more paragraph to the end of the passage, the new

paragraph will most probably talk about

A. how to enlarge one’s vocabulary

B. how to raise a man from mediocrity to success

C. how to gain a high social position with the command of vocabulary

D. how different words are formed in English

Answer the following questions by completing the responses provided.

B B W W e W i e o W e L W o WS

O O

1. In what way can words be compared to the keys on a piano?

A pianist uses the keys to express the tunes while a speaker uses

2. How do we usually learn about other people’s character?

We form an impression of other people by judging

3. What may happen if a clerk in a department store has a good command of English?
The sales of the store may be

4. What may happen to a political leader if he uses wrong words?
He may lose the

5. In what way can a higher social position help you?
We can expect to
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The study of words is not merely something that has to do with literature. (Para. 1) iA]j_
SR G XEA K,
have something to do with... Bl “5H---- BXRR", SZHMHEXHIFAHA have much/little/

nothing to do with...,

You can’t make such a simple decision as this without using words. (Para. 1) 1R A
W, AREERAE— MR A R E B TTVEE .

make a decision B A “YEHE”, such ...as =K “H-- —#£”, @: There is no such
thing as a free lunch. &AL TH& .

Without words you could make no decisions and form no judgments whatsoever. (Para. 2)
BATRNCAREETC VA H AT 2k E T,

whatsoever = whatever, Z&IiF, HWHTEHEERNGE, BH “ANEHA". “Tidfta”, w
There is no doubt whatsocver that she is an excellent nurse. Z JC5E 7], it 2 — (L FH I,

And the more words you have at your command, the deeper, clearer and more accurate
will be your thinking. (Para. 3) /RFTEBAIFILE S, YRGB 4EREBGRE . B M.
HEHER .

X BAFE— “The more..., the more...” A&, FTIR “F---oo - "o BAKGERINLR
The more ( BHA LB EIE ) (+ BUEMiINS ) + EiE + 1818, the more ( BUH A LK
FKIEX ) +FBE+HIBIE, FIW: The harder you work, the more you will get. R TAE#%S
71, RO,

Your words are all that we, your friends, have to know and judge you by. (Para. 5) YE 4R
A, FATHBESERET I RITE S ok TRRIR. RN,

all J5 FH X R A that 5 H— & EM A, judge ... by/from... B A “ARYE------HWr------7, 0.

A man should be judged by his deeds, not his words. FI¥i— N A VAREMAIITEN, WAL
R F & . GRS S SCH M AL, ) Judging by his accent, he must be from the
North. M\ & HIWr, fli—%E=ILTT A

You have no other medium for telling us your thoughts—for convincing us, persuading
us, and giving us orders. (Para. 5) YRIEA B HI IR 18 A E BRE) BAR—0 IR FRAT .
MFENT. BEATTBES.

AA]H ] telling, convincing, persuading, giving 5|5 P4~ 8h 2 1R 58 IEAEN 17 215 . medium
HREIL XN media,

- aze X . . > » S 3
The wrong words used by a political leader have lost him an election. (Para. 6) 2 Bi&

il 1 T A A 24 S BT R K



used by a political leader Aid Z4r1a%015, MEETE, &1fi the wrong words, lose sb. an
election EH “fi¥ ASEIRKRIK”, 5ZAHHKAIIHZZ win sb. an election,

They have often raised a man from mediocrity to success. (Para. 7) & H S 8 EHENSE
— PR R ANBUS R .
17 They $ words, {EMAEERR “ERHFH .

.. and the new and higher position you have won will, in turn, give you a better
opportunity for further enriching your vocabulary. (Para. 8) YRERASHIHT I B R BRL
R SCAVRIBHEE F H) F E RIS,

A ) FEBELER A “ F1E (the new and higher position) + 1§1& 2117 (give) + [B[#% 3£ 1E (you)
+ H$% 215 (a better opportunity)” . 711 for 5 ER3) % 5015, EMAIEIE . in turn AR
3", @ Theory is based on practice and in turn serves practice. FRISRIEAZ L, X
Buad kR L AR S o

D. Talking About the Text

Work in pairs. Ask and answer the following questions first and then put your

answers together to make an oral composition.

Why are words important?
Can you think without words?
Can you make simple decisions without using words?

In what way are words similar to the keys on a piano?

AR o e

In addition to helping you to think, what else can words do to your confidence and

personality?

i)

What can words do to friendship, sales of a store and political elections?

7. What may happen if you increase your vocabulary?




I. Complete the following table of antonyms with words from Text A.

complex
ugly

create

inaccurate
worsen

enemy
borrow

failure

Il. Fill in the blanks with the new words and expressions from Text A.

1.

The board of directors should make a later this week.

2. Tom’s shares ( A% ZE ) are now worth a of their original value.
g

© % N o w

10.

I can’t always open my email —it has to do with the type of attachment

they come with.

If you have a good of the English language, you are able to read, write
and speak it fluently.

With this equipment they can get some more information.

You don’t have to me you’re the right person for the job.

by Western standards, it is cruel to eat this animal.

You may place your by telephone or via the Internet.

Frank was found lying beside the road, covered in blood but still

People can their experience by traveling around.

lll. Complete the following dialogs with appropriate words and expressions from

Text A.
1. A: I’m not spending too much time playing cards.
B: It’s not a matter of time. I’m also worried about your lack of exercise.
2. A: I’'m thinking of going this afternoon. Care to join me?
B: If you don’t mind waiting.
3. A: Do you know one radio station that plays all your favorite
B: Never heard of it.
4. A: Learning a language is a slow

B: You’re quite right.



5. A: Tom has a very outgoing and makes friends very easily.

B: But his sister is just the opposite.

6. A: This is a book which is with information.
B3: I think so.
7. A:Isitreally necessary to hold an every three years?

B: Many people have the same question.
8. A: Your mother teaches you mathematics.
B: And I teach her music.
9. A:Ido think this trip sounds like a wonderful
B: I can hardly wait.

10. A: The seasons of the year —spring, summer, autumn and winter —make a

B: You’re quite an expert.

") Before Reading

Discuss the following questions in class.

1. Do you think there are differences between Chinese culture and Western cultures? If yes, can
you give one or two examples?

2. Have you ever talked with a foreigner? What problems might you have or have you had when
talking with a foreigner?

. Reading

O O @ O

Polite' and Rude’

1 You’ve probably already discovered that learning a foreign language isn’t just
learning new words and grammar. In order to speak fluently’ —and to avoid some
embarrassing situations—you must learn how to use the words and grammatical’
structures’ within the context’ of the culture’.

2 Not only must you learn the vocabulary, but you must learn which words to choose
in which situations. English speakers use a lot of euphemisms’ —polite, less direct’



DAL

words for things or ideas that may cause embarrassment . Sometimes words with the
same meanings ' produce ' different feelings in the listeners, so you must choose words
carefully depending upon the situation.

Every culture has specific ' rules for polite behavior ' and certain words for special
situations. Different cultures also have customary ~ ways to act and to look at and
touch * people. What are considered polite manners in one culture might be terribly
rude in another. One of the difficulties of learning a foreign language is learning what
is considered polite and rude in the culture of that language. The dictionary doesn’t tell
you this.

Do you remember your first impressions of North Americans (or people from other
cultures as well)? Have you noticed that North Americans like to have a lot of personal
space around them and feel very uncomfortable if they have to stand too close to
others? Perhaps you wondered why they stood so far away from you.

Were you surprised at the way North Americans eat? Different cultures not only
have different foods, but people also eat in different ways. In the United States and
Canada, eating is a social ' occasion'’, and people like to talk while they eat. North
Americans don’t make noise or talk while they have food in their mouths. One person
chews while a second person talks, and then the second person talks while the first
person chews!

Learning to behave as the people of the target '’ culture is almost like learning a new
dance step. You may feel awkward "’ at first. But once you pick up’' the rules, you can
follow the tunes and enjoy the ease’’ of communication.

; &
New Words and Expressions - -

polite /po'lart/ a. A L5245
2 rude /rud/ a. &8, RALELH)
fluent /'flu:ont/ a. &A1 8, AW &
fluently /'fluzontly/ ad. #A) #y
4 grammar /'greemo(r)/ n. 35 ik
grammatical /gro'meatikal/ a. #5 ik #)
structure /'straktfo(r)/ n. %4
context * /'kontekst/ n. # ¥

N W



