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Abstract

This book, for the first time, takes the issue of “the Transcendental
Characteristics of Literature and Art” as the core, and then systematically sorts
out, re-examines and interprets Heidegger’ s thought progression and poetic
thought system.

Heidegger stresses the problem of “the Transcendental Characteristics of
Literature and Art” and elaborates too much on it. This is not only the component
of his poetic thought but also the key to accuratly understanding the essence of his
poetic thought. No doubt, the problem of “the Transcendental Characteristics of
Literature and Art” becomes the one of major principle in the current literary
creation and poetic—aesthetic studies. But it has escaped the scholars’ attention.

The reasons about why it has escaped the scholars’ attention lie in
“scientificism” , “postmodernism” and “consumerism” in addition to the political
subtleties, reception or rejection, Heidegger’ s ambiguity in naming and
complexities in Heidegger’ s thought. In fact, the problem of“the Transcendental
Characteristics of Literature and Art” has penetrated the process of Heidegger’ s
philosophical — poetic thought from beginning to end and established a thought
system directed by the implicit logical links.

It may start from the monumental work Sein und Zeit (1927 ) , make a

breakthrough in “ Vom Wesen der Wahrheit” (1930) from the collection of works
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Wegmarken and develop much in “Der Ursprung des Kunstwerkes” (1935 ) from the
collection of works Holzwege, two volumes of Nietzsche ( 1936—1946 ),
Erliuterungen zu Hélderlins Dichtung(1936—1968) and a few lecturing materials
on Holderlin’ s hymns including Germannien, Der Rhein, Andenken, Der Ister,
and Wozu Dichter. Moreover, it is furthered in Berif tiber den Humanismus ( 1946 )
from Wegmarken and Unterwegs zur Sprache (1950—1959) , and ends in Aus der
Erfahrung des Denkens(1910—1976) as well as his testament about Holederlin’ s
hymns. Overall, Heidegger devotes his lifelong efforts to a study in the problem of
“the Transcendental Characteristics of Literature and Art” and the Great Literary
Works concerned.

From the “ existenzial — ontonlogisch” standpoint, Heidegger first makes a

”

brand—new examination of such issues as “beauty”, “art”, “artistic works”,
“poetry” , “truth” and “language” ; Heidegger second makes reflections on the re-
lationships between art and truth, the inner link between art and Dasein and the
mission of artist in the dark epoch. ; Heidegger third makes a re -—assessment of
such concepts as ‘ aesthetics’ and * philosophy of art’. In addition, Heidegger
makes a never—ending interpretation of the Great Literary Works that have always
been neglected in history. All that Heidegger has ever done fully demonstrates the
problem of “the Transcendental Characteristics of Literature and Art”. Through
these unique, creative and depth-in demonstrations, Heidegger throws light on the
three dimensions of problem of “the Transcendental Characteristics of Literature
and Art”: the Metaphysical Dimension, the Divine Dimension and the
Urspriinglich Moral Dimension of Literature and Art, and at the same time provides
a comparatively perfect thinking framework concerned.

Heidegger ° s concentration on theproblem of “ the Transcendental
Characteristics of Literature and Art” is of the following theoretical values: 1) a
remedy for curing a certain artistic disease and spiritual confusions in contemporary
times; 2)a new call for the criticism , inheritance and development of the tradition
concerned; and 3) a useful ordering of ideological sources in Chinese-Western

aesthetics and an enhancement in thinking on the theoretical aspect of the problem
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of “the Transcendental Characteristics of Literature and Art”.

Keywords : Heidegger; the problem of “the Transcendental Characteristics of

Literature and Art” ; consumer culture ; valuational rationality; Utopia
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