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PREFACE

Everyone likes a good story. Whether it is “Goldilocks and
the Three Bears” that your mother read to you as a child, Charles
Dickens’s “A Christmas Carol”, or the last installment of the
Harry Potter series, generations of Westerners continue to enjoy
good stories.

The same is true of Chinese people. While the stories
may differ in content and context, the same entertainment and
information value can be found in good Chinese stories, such as
“Journey to the West” and “Dream of Red Mansions”.

Stories take on particular significance when they deal with
historical events. “Gone with the Wind” has painted a picture of
the US Civil War that still affects how some Americans regard
that most costly of all American wars. Many Chinese still regard
“The Three Kingdoms”, a description of military/political
struggles that occurred in China more than a thousand years
ago, as one of the most important stories in all of their national
literature.

You, the reader, are about to read another good story, another
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story based on historical events. However, as you enjoy this
story, there are two points to keep in mind.

First, a story that is based on historical events give us
important information both about the events described in the
narrative and about the story teller who, of necessity, projects
himself into the telling of the tale. That is, a story can be
powerful/memorable because it helps the reader to appreciate and
understand those events in new ways. At the same time, we learn
a great deal about the author as a result of his/her choices and
expressions of facts/assertions, the attributes that are embedded
in the author-drawn characters, and the lessons that are explicitly
or implicitly drawn by the author. For example, the story of
Goldilocks and the Three Bears might sound quite different if it
were written by an author sympathetic to the bears rather than
one sympathetic to Goldilocks. This malleability of a story in the
hands of a gifted story teller is something a) to enjoy and b) to
be aware of, particularly when the author enlivens the tale by the
literary device of inventing scenes and dialogues.

Second, even though this story is about history, we need to
remember that history can have contemporary consequences.
As our world moves into the second decade of the twenty-first
century, it is a world that has been formed by its past, even as
it looks to the future. Therefore, reading this book will give
US citizens greater appreciation of the immense impact that

the Second World War has had on most Chinese citizens which
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has been much more intense than the impact of that conflict on
most Americans. At the same time, it is to be hoped that both
Americans and Chinese will remember the great benefit that
came from a time of joint effort, mutual sacrifice, and victorious
cooperation. These successful, united labors in the past have
generated a legacy of respect, gratitude, and good will that can
provide a strong foundation upon which to build a cooperative
relationship in the days of promise that lie ahead.

Let trust replace suspicion; let understanding reject
falsehood; and let love cast out fear. At the same time, trust,
but verify; understand, but examine closely; and love, but hold
accountable.

In summary, enjoy this exciting, fast-paced story. May its
reading give the attentive reader a fresh insight on the past and
a new outlook on the future. These may be more important than

you think.
Washington, DC March 30, 2012

Donald G. Barnes, PhD, US Environmental Protection
Agency (Retired)
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