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Preface

Discovering Loong in Zhou Yi is a theoretic book in which the author
has made a thorough and systematic research into the cultural origin and de-
velopment of the Eight Trigrams. The research on the inquiry has been done
in multi-phasic dimensions in the fields of sociology, philosophy, history,
and culture studies. According to the substance of the text of Zhou Yi and
its modern meaning this book is consequently divided into two parts. The
first part discusses the origin and growth of the cultural development of the
Eight Trigrams; the second part reveals its historical background and its
profound contents of the 64 Hexagrams and their insightful interpretations.
Therefore it provides a clear spectrum of thematic substance of the text,
demonstrates the essence and excellence of our time-honored tradition and
displays its humanism of combined morality of heaven and humanity.

The cuiture of Eight Trigrams characterized with symbolic thinking is
the root of ancient Chinese culture, the mother of Chinese culture and one of
the origins of the civilization of humankind. It began from the late period of
the Neolithic Age (the New Stone Age), through learning accumulating,
and passing down the knowledge and skills of it, It still gives free rein to the
final decision (not theologically), guiding (vigorously and promisingly) and
perturbation (just and harmoniously), which should not be ignored. Any-
how, its occurrence, development and changes anytime and anywhere still
remain as historical myth. The first part consists of the following five chap-

ters: Marking and Combining Trigrams, Inventing Tools and Implementing
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Social Reforms after the Symbolic Signs of Hexagrams, Interpretation of
Lianshan and Guicang, Writing of Zhou Yi in Early Zhou Dynasty, Image
and Number of Zhou Yi—all together with nineteen sections, more than
150, 000 words. It may be said that each chapter or section tackles a great
historical conundrum. It would be impossible to get a modern rational inter-
pretation, if we merely used the traditional textual research and exegetical
studies or simple historical method. To do the research more effectively, the
author employs multi-phasic perspetive approaches in his search and research
for the essence and excellence for Zhou Yi texts. For instance, when discus-
sing the question on forming trigrams and hexgrams, the author employs
mainly the achievements in cultural anthropological researches, expounds
that the Eight Trigrams are prototypes of witchcraft developed to the wor-
ship of symbolic signs from primitive commune characters of the original
thinking modes. Its main purpose is to manage and control the natural force
with witchcraft which is the primitive prototype of sense suitable to the pro-
ductive activities of the primitive commune, The hexgrams is the outcome of
the function of the Eight Trigrams in the transforming process from the con-
trolling of natural forces to that of social life. Making tools after the sym-
bolic signs is the all-round completion of this transforming process. The
Eight Trigrams as a worship symbol of witchcraft, from the very beginning,
is different from that of the spiritual symbol worship and it has the charac-
teristic of intelligence. So, it has in itself, both the intelligent and mysteri-
ous essence in character. Its intelligence is in the dominant part, and it does
not have any function of mysterious prediction until finding the image from
the formed Hexgrams and making tools after the symbolic signs. However,
with the growing complexity of social life, the contradiction of the society is
getting more and more intense. Facing the serious challenges of extensive
mysterious superstition to the primitive scientific knowledge, the society ac-
cepted the form of divination by means of the milfoil and divine with the
Eight Trigrams, which empowers Eight Trigrams with the function of divi-
nation by stalks thus leading to the stage of deifying.



After the connecting Eight Trigrams and the form of divination, the in-
telligence and mysticism of the eight diagrams were greatly strengthened.
Since then they got involved in the situation of contending for supremacy.
Generally speaking, in the period of Lianshan and Guicang formulating their
complete signs and texts, mysticism was then occupying a dominant position
while in the period of Yi Jing and Yi Zhuan intelligence was the leading fac-
tor. After the Han dynasty, the significant school and the symbolistic school
of Zhou Yi competed for superiority. In a deeper sense, they both had intel-
ligent and mysterious tendencies, which are the expressions of dual character
of the Eight Trigrams. But viewed from the main tendency as a whole, the
intelligence is comparatively suf)erior from the beginning to the end. And its
mysticism is put into the frame of the teaching of divinities and plays a part
in political education in a certain degree. This explains the origin of Chinese
culture and the reason why there was not an all round religious rule in the
history, and in the ideological sphere, philosophical thinking facing the sec-
ular life has a dominant position through out the centuries. The philosophy
of Zhou Yi is still giving full play to the orientation and guidance of public o-
pinion and perturbation. Therefore the philosophy finds a deep root in Chi-
nese historical, traditional and cultural foundation, which is by no means an

occasional occurrence.

Zhou Yi has Gua (hexagram), Yao (line), Xiang (the image sym-
bol), and Xi-ci (the open statements) in its text. From the point of view of
annotation, it is very difficult to explain because the terms have all-inclu-
siveness and variableness. Its meaning can be discovered from sociclogy,
cultural heritage with multiple dimensions and levels. From the point of aes-
thetics its philosophical thinking modes and immarginal forms have ex-
pressed its text completely and properly. The excellent cross-reference be-
tween its symbolic system and lucid writing has reached to the highest aes-
thetical intelligence. From the fundamental requisition of modern rhetoric

aesthetics, the contents’ formalization, the modelling of personal experi-
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