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1. Becoming Educated

Information Related to the Text

u Barbara jordan

Barbara Jordan (1936-1996) was born in Texas and grew up in Houston’s black ghetto. She at-
tended segregated public schools, and graduated from the all-black Texas Southern University.
Jordan won several debating and oratory awards but recognized that talk alone would never
conquer the injustices against blacks. She chose law as a career because she believed that
with her knowledge of law, she would then be able to eliminate racial injustice. She wanted to
attend Harvard’s law school, but was advised that this institution would not welcome a black
girl from an obscure southern school. Eager to leave the world of segregated education, Jor-
dan enrolled at Boston University Law School in 1956. She was an excellent and extremely dis-
ciplined student who often worked long into the night. As her family was making tremendous
financial sacrifice to pay for her education, Jordan did not want to disappoint them in any way.
She graduated in 1959 and in the same year passed both the Massachusetts and Texas bar
examinations. She was the first woman and the only black in the Texas State Senate; she was
the first woman and the only black member of the U.S. Congress from Texas; she was the first
woman and the only black member of Congress from the entire South. In 1979, when she
retired from Congress after three terms of service, she became a professor at the University of
Texas. In 1992, Jordan received the Spingarn Medal for her devoted service in Congress. Bar-
bara Jordan died on January 17, 1996. President Clinton called her death the “loss of a national
treasure.” Today, she is the first and only black woman buried in the Texas State Cemetery. The
text is taken from her autobiography Barbara Jordan: A Self-Portrait published in 1979.

g Famous Quotations from Barbara Jordan

1) One thing is clear to me: We, as human beings, must be willing to accept people who
are different from ourselves.

LUNIT | ]



2) If you are politically inclined, you may be President of the United States. All my growth
and development led me to believe that if you really do the right thing, and if you play
by the rules, and if you've got good enough, solid judgment and common sense, that
you're going to be able to do whatever you want to do with your life.

3) Just remember the world is not a playground but a schoolroom. Life is not a holiday but
an education. One eternal lesson for us all: to teach us how better we should love.

4) The imperative is to define what is right and do it.

5) Ilive aday at a time. Each day | look for a kernel of excitement. In the morning, | say: “What
is my exciting thing for today2” Then, | do the day. Don’t ask me about tomorrow.

6) The majority of the American people still believe that every single individual in this coun-
try is entitled to just as much respect, just as much dignity, as every other individual.

7) How do we create a harmonious society out of so many kinds of people? The key is toler-
ance — the one value that is indispensable in creating community.

8) Do not call for black power or green power. Call for brain power.

9) | believed | was going to be a lawyer, or rather something called a lawyer, but | had no
fixed notion of what that was.

10) | realized that the best training available in an all-black instant university was not equal to
the best training one developed as a white university student. Separate was not equal; it
just wasn’t. No matter what kind of face you put on it or how many frills you attached to
it, separate was not equal. | was doing sixteen years of remedial work in thinking.
(Source: http://womenshistory.about.com/od/quotes/a/barbara_jordan.htm)

| Racial Segregation in the United States

Slavery existed in the United States for more than 200 years before the end of the Civil War
(1861-1865). After the war, the freed blacks suffered widespread discrimination, especially
in the South. Some segregation laws required that whites and blacks use separate public
facilities. At one time, for example, Oklahoma required that whites and blacks use separate
telephone booths. Arkansas specified separate gambling tables. The Supreme Court even sup-
ported the constitutionality of a Louisiana law requiring separate but equal facilities for whites
and blacks in railroad cars. De jure (by law) racial segregation in America was strengthened by
this decision. For more than 50 years, many states used the “separate but equal” rule to seg-
regate the races in public schools, and in the use of transportation, recreation, sleeping, and
eating facilities. But gradually, the system of de jure segregation began to crumble. In 1954,
the Supreme Court ruled against de jure segregation in public schools. The court held that “in
the field of public education the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no place. Separate edu-
cational facilities are inherently unequal.” By 1968 all forms of segregation had been declared
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court and by 1970, support for formal legal segregation had
dissolved. Since then, the blacks have played a significant role in national politics. In 2009, Ba-
rack Obama became the first half black President of the United States.



Suggestions for Teaching

Part 1 Developing Reading Skills

This part gives suggested answers to the exercises related to reading skills. The teacher might inte-
grate this part into the interpretation of the text, instead of making it an independent exercise.

m' How to Read Between the Lines: Understanding First Person Narrator

When an event or a story is presented in the first person narrator, the storyteller is narrating
the story from his/her own perspective. While stating the facts, he/she is also expressing his/
her personal opinion of the issue under discussion. This is especially true with an autobiogra-
phy, where the storyteller is also the author. In this writing, Barbara Jordan tells us her personal
experience as a law school student, but she does not directly show us her personal informa-
tion like her sex, race or age. We have to find them out for ourselves. The following sentenc-
es from the text can help us do the job.

sex: female

...and then on some rare occasions a professor would come in and would announce: “We're
going to have Ladies Day today.”... We weren’t considered really top drawer when it came to
the study of the law.

race:

At some time in the spring, Bill Gibson, who was dating my new roommate, Norma Walker,
organized a black study group, as we blacks had to form our own.

age:

| had learned at twenty-one that you couldn’t just say a thing is so because it might not be so,
and somebody brighter, smarter, and more thoughtful would come out and tell you it wasn't
SO.

Teacher’'s Comment

The use of the first person narrator also allows the reader to appreciate Barbara Jordan’s en-
deavor to overcome difficulties in her study, especially as a black girl in the man-dominated
as well as the racial segregated society. She was not one of the favored students and she was
not well-educated before she came to Boston University. When she was talking about her dis-
advantages, she disclosed who she was, how she felt and what she did.

ﬂ How to Detect the Meanings of the Following with the Help of the Context and
Other Clues

1) /load put

(From “load my books under my arm” , we can guess that she carries her books under
her arms.)

2) cases lawsuits

(Barbara was required to study cases in order to understand how law works in practice.




3)

4)

5)

9)

10)

Therefore, cases refer to the problems that have to be dealt with in a law court.)

/adies women

(The gquotation marks imply that ladies are a special group of students who are not equal-
ly treated by professors. The author was not only suffering from racial discrimination but
also gender discrimination.)

date go on a date

(Bill Gibson is the boyfriend of the author’s roommate Norma Walker. “Date” is used as a
verb in this context.)

speechify to make speeches

(The root of the word is “speech”. The suffix “-ify” means “to do something in a boring
way”. So the word “speechify” means “to make speeches in an annoying way”.)

structured  have a definite and highly organized structure

(The pattern of a debate is fixed, so there is no room for creating.)

independent free from external control

(When everything is organized, the individual is controlled by the organizer. The prefix “in-*
is added to negate “dependent”.)

orate to make a powerful speech

(As the word “oratory” (L.52) has been explained, the meaning of its verb form “orate” is
clear.)

reason to think and make judgment

(This word is the verb form of “reasoning” (L.58), which means “the process of thinking
carefully in order to make a judgment “.)

Insides private feelings

(This word is used in correspondence with Aead, indicating that education has its impact
on the author’'s mind and soul. The meaning can also be guessed literally, referring to
something hidden in your heart.)

Part Il General Comprehension of the Text

g About the Title

A title can help the reader anticipate what is to follow. It may announce the author’s subject or
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echo a thought that runs through the essay. The teacher might begin by asking the students
to explain the meaning of the title and then predict what the author is most likely to talk about
in this essay.

(The key word in the short title is “educated”, which suggests that the essay will focus on edu-
cation. As “becoming educated” means “having learned a lot at school or university and hav-

ing a good level of knowledge”, the essay is likely to focus on learning experiences at school
or university.)

Questions about the Basic Information of the Text

In this essay the author tells her own learning experience at Boston University. Allow students
about 10 minutes to read through the text and work out the main idea of the text. The follow-
ing questions could be asked.

1) What type of writing is the essay, a piece of description, narration or argumentation?
(This is a narrative essay. The author uses the first person narrator to tell her personal expe-
rience at university.)

2) What kind of person was Barbara Jordan?
(Barbara Jordan, at that time, was a black female student at Boston University. She studied
very hard in order to become a competent law student. But to her disadvantage, she was
a female student who was not considered “top drawer when it came to the study of law”.
And being a black, she has no chance to join the exclusive white study groups. Neverthe-
less, she just kept reading and learning. Finally she made herself an excellent student and
grasped the meaning of education.)

3) How does the author understand education?
(Education does not mean to read or study alone in the library. Neither does it mean to

present your ideas by speechifying. Education involves thinking, discussing and reason-
ing.)

4) What is the purpose of this essay?
(From the narration, the reader forms a clear picture of the hardship a black female student
has to face in a man-dominated society with racial discrimination. But the author tells her
experience in a frank and plain tone, without complaint. It seems that learning is the only
thing she cares. She is so highly motivated that she seeks every opportunity and makes full
use of her time to become educated.)

A Brief Introduction of Barbara Jordan

The information about her education and the social conditions should be introduced in detail.

Draw students” attention to the following questions so that they can understand the story
from a new perspective.

1) Why did Barbra Jordan finally choose Boston University?
(Barbara Jordan wanted to go to Harvard University but was told that a black woman stu-
dent from a Southern school would probably not be accepted. So she chose Boston Uni-

LUNIT | ]



2)

3)

4)

versity.)

Did Jordan lay a solid foundation in high school and college for further study at Boston
University?

(She graduated from a segregated high school and all-black college. With low status and
poor educational resources, black students were denied better education. That's why Jor-
dan felt challenged when she entered Boston University.)

Why didn’t Jordan want her colleagues to know that she had difficulty understanding the
concepts and the ideas?

(As early as in high school, Jordan had made up her mind to choose law as her future ca-
reer. She wanted to use law to fight against racial injustice. So highly motivated, she didn’t
allow herself to lag behind. She must become a dignified as well as a qualified student.)

Why did Jordan want to get called upon to recite in class?

(Speaking to the public was the basic training for a law student. Jordan was good at orating
and had won several awards. So she was confident that she could express her ideas clearly
in class.)

Why were the white study groups exclusive?
(In the 1950s, white Americans considered themselves superior to the blacks. Racial dis-
crimination is serious.)

What's the difference between Jordan and Louise?

(Both of them were law students. But Jordan devoted herself to law study while Louise
seemed to be more interested in popular literature instead of law cases. Unlike Jordan,
Louise was not a disciplined student. It is no wonder that Jordan finally becomes very suc-
cessful in her career.)

Why was it so important for jordan to make law school?

(There are two reasons. The first reason is that Jordan was determined to become a lawyer
when she was a high school student. The second reason is that law education was very
expensive. As her family has spent much money on her education, she didnt want to dis-
appoint her parents.)

What was Jordan'’s attitude toward oratory?

(Jordan was an excellent orator and had won several debating and oratory awards. As a
law student, she finally changed her view on oratory and realized that talk alone would
never make ideas convincing. Talk would become powerful only when it was based on
independent thinking and sound reasoning.)

What are the gualities that lead to Barbara Jordan’s success?
(Some words to describe Jordan’s character: diligent, perseverant, disciplined, responsible,
dignified, eloquent, thoughtful, rational.)



Group Activity

The teacher might divide the students into small groups and ask them to describe their per-
sonal learning experiences and their own understanding of education. Their discussion might
include the following information: the schools they studied in; the teachers they liked most;
the classmates who were very helpful; the difficulties they encountered; the progress they
made; the insight they have gained into the functioning of education.

[ Key to Exercises

Reading Comprehension

1D 2)A 3)B 4)D 5 C

Vocabulary Study

This exercise provides the opportunity to practice some of the newly learned vocabulary. By
grouping together the words that are different in part of speech or have the same root, stu-
dents will extend vocabulary with a study of word families.

1) A. be assigned B. the assignment

2) A. announced B. announcement

3) A tolerant B. tolerate C. tolerance

4) A. alternatives B. alternatively

5) A. oratory B. orators C. orate

6) A.aspeech B. speechify

7) A.response B. responsible C. responsibility
8) A. opposition B. oppose C. opposite

9) A.reasoned B. reason C. reasoning
10) A. thought B. thoughtful C. thought

Sentence Patterns to Imitate

1) As he grew older, he would often talk about his war experiences.

2) When my friends still lived here, we would hold a party every weekend.

3) When he was in college, he would often stay up till midnight.

4) We used to work on a farm and we would always get up at 5 o’clock in the morning.

5) They used to swim every day when they were children. They would run down to the lake
and jump in.

The difference between “would” and “used to”

“Would” and “used to” are both used to talk about past habits. “Used to” can be employed to
talk about states and situations as well as actions. “Would” can only be used for repeated ac-
tions.

“Would” usually suggests that the action was deliberate or intended, and the time when it
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