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East Asian Regional Cooperation
and Its Mechanism

Zhang Xizhen
Abstract

I. East Asian integration after the Cold War

The real integration of East Asia started in the early 1990s. The
period from 1990 to 1997 is one of preparation, and the first ASEAN
+3 meeting in December 1997 marks the beginning of regional coop-
eration in East Asia. Up to now, such meetings have been held four
times, with various results: First, the framework for regional coopera-
tion has appeared. Second, the orientation and principles have be-
come more and more clear. Third, schemes for regional cooperation
organizations in the future have been positively discussed.

II. Each sides motives and positions towards East Asian regional
cooperation

East A;sian regional cooperation came to be against an interna-
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tional and regional background. First of all, with the end of the Cold
War it becomes possible that all countries in the region turn attention
to internal economic development and foreign economic cooperation.
Secondly, due to fast economic development in the region East Asian
nations depend on each other more and more deeply. Thirdly, gi\}en
different levels of industrial structure in the region, mutual-supple-
mentarity between nations is very strong which is conducive to regional
cooperation. Fourthly, interaction between economic globalization and
regional integration gives a new impetus fo East Asian regional cooper-
ation. Fifthly, many sub-regional and growth triangles have been dis-
cussed and practiced. Finally, the financial crisis in 1997 is the most
direct factor causing regional cooperation. Against the common setting
each side has its own motives. China: First, it wanted to break eco-
nomic sanctions by the US through regional cooperation. Second, Chi-
na hopes to strengthen East Asian cooperation so as to realize multipo-
larity in the world, which is one of the strategic goals of China.
Third, China promotes regional cooperation so as to ensure stability
and development in the region from which China can benefit. Fourth,
China wants to play its new role as a “responsible big power”. Japan:
First, Japan wants to be a pole in the world, which dominates in East
Asia. Second, through regional cooperation Japan would like to realize
its goal of enhanced political power so that it has the same position in
the world as the US. Third, Japan hopes to maintain and play its role
as a leader in the Flying Geese Model in the regional economy. Final-
ly, Japan would like to contain China in the regional order so as to re-
duce Chinas threat to the region. South Korea; One of the most im-
portant motives of South Korea is to maintain stability and security in
the region, especially on the Korean Peninsula, through regional co-
operation. The other is to raise South Korea’ international status and
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expand the benefits from regional cooperation. ASEAN: First, it
wants to maintain its quasi-domination in East Asia. Second, ASEAN
wants to use any East Asian regional cooperation institution as a
strength with which to deal with Europe and North America. Third, it
wants to benefit much more from regional cooperation.

II. Prospects of institutionalization of East Asian regional coop-
eration

The middle goal of East Asian integration should be to build the
“East Asian Economic Community”. But there are still many obsta-
cles to overcome before reaching the goal. First, the degree of mutual
trust is still very low. Second, nationalism in this area is still very
strong. Third, American influence in this region is very strong.
Fourth, the role a few key nations play is very weak. Although there
are so many obstacles, regional cooperation can still be achieved. Ac-
cording to the current situation the following steps should be followed.
First, under the 10 +3 framework smaller and more specific coopera-
tion can be conducted so as to promote regional integration and mutual
trust. Second, the 10 + 3 meeting framework should be transferred to
an “East Asian Economic Community” framework. Importance should
be attached to the establishment of a free trade zone in East Asia.
Third, the degree of institutionalization of the East Asian Economic
Community should be further enhanced, and priority should be given
to the establishment of a monetary union.
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