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SOCIETY

Ht=
WHEN ARE YOU AN ADULT?
RATH 7 H AR AL

here does bungee jumping come : Sam: I think you are an adult at 18.

from? It comes from the adult : That’s when you can vete. You
ceremony in a South Pacific island. : can help to choose who runs
Many countries have ceremonies to : the state and the whole country.
celebrate their young people becoming : That’s what a grown-up does! My
adults. However, some countries do : grandfather couldn’t vote until he
not. Instead, young people think of was 21. They only changed it to
themselves as adults when they can do : 18 in 1971. I guess they think we
‘adults’ things. But when do you become : are more responsible at 18 now.
an adult in the USA? Let’s look at what  :
some American teenagers say. Jenny I think it’s hard to say. I get to

drive a car at 16, don’t I? That’s a

P 3 . A In America, young people can't drink
alcohol until they're 21.




ORDBANK ------- X

serious responsibility.
VOTE  When you have a
driver’s license you
show it to people to
prove your age for
all kinds of things.
So that must be the age
when you change from
a young person to an
adult. Because you have

and not a kid.

Suzie: I think there is something crazy
about American laws for when
young people can do things. So I
can vote at 18 and drive at 16. So

you would think that 18 is grown-

up, even if 16 isn’t. But then I
can’t drink alcohol until I'm 21!

If I'm already an adult at 18, how
can people stop me from buying a :

can of beer in a shop?

:
:;...
bungee jumping B 1 Bk :
adult ceremony A
celebrate v, K
vote v. RE ()
responsible ad, A RIER :
responsibility n. RER :
driver’s license B R :
prove v. iEEA . iESE .
kid i N b
crazy adj. RITHY
% alcohol n EXS, OB VL

to prove you are that age :

EXERCISES

1. Choose the correct words to put into
the sentences below and change the
form where necessary.

As a teacher, you have the
to make sure that every student understands
what you say.

1)

2) Chinese people usually the

New Year with firecrackers (J/§47) .

3) Helen wanted to to her

parents that she could live on her own.

4) Tickets are 20 yuan for and

10 yuan for children.

2. Decide whether the following statements
are true (T) or false (F).

1) In the US, you can’t vote until you are 21
years old. ()

2) An American can have a driver’s license when
he/she turns 16. (Y

3) If you show other people your driver's license,
you can buy and drink alcohol. (i)

. 4) This passage is mainly about why people

under 21 cannot drink beer.




A MYSTERY

POSTCARD

— R RGP R

was coming downstairs to get breakfast :

when the post came. I was waiting for
a letter from my friend Sam, so I picked
the letters up and looked through them.
I wasn’t surprised to see that there were .
some bills. There was an invitation to
a party. There wasn’t a letter from Sam.
There was a postcard, showing some
cliffs and the sea. What a nice view!

cssscs s

unclear, including the name of the

: person who had sent the postcard.
Who was it from? I tried to read any

: of the words. I could read “Dear Tom,
: 'm having a lovely time in ...” Then

: the writing became unclear. I couldn’t
: read anything else. Who had gone to

the seaside? I couldn’t think of anyone!
It was a mystery. There was another

: mystery too. Where was Sam’s letter?

I turned the postcard over. It wasn’t
easy to read. Rain had made the writing

Just then the phone rang. It was Sam!

4 boys at the seaside

. i et =

: Phag " i A I
o R AN TR e S

T e




A cliffs and the sea

“I'm calling to see if you got my
postcard,” he said. “We are at the sea31de
not in London. We changed our minds.

Mum and Dad are resting after our walk. 3) What were the two mysteries in the story?

So I'm ringing you. I'm sorry I didn’t
write a letter. We’ve been so busy.”

Both mysteries were solved!

bill n. TWKE, BFx

invitation n #ig, Ehh

cliff . (BEEH ) e 85
unclear adj. NERH

solve v. R

J:

EXERCISES

1. Match the word with its correct meaning in
the text.

i a piece of paper showing
' how much money you owe

0 somal event 1

________

= 4

: 2. Answer the following questions.

1) What was the writer waiting for that morning?

2) Why couldn’t the writer read the name of the
person who had sent the postcard?

b a British postman



DO SCOTTISH MEN WEAR KILTS?
HHZFAFEED?

hen people in other countries learn
about Scotland, there are several :
things they learn that are considered :
Castle. They were clearly dressed up for

‘traditional’. They learn that Scottish people

eat shortbread biscuits. These biscuits are :
: Scottish men I met if they ever wore a kilt,
: these were the replies:

Tourists buy them as presents for friends :

back at home. They learn that Scottish men 1 W (?rk G =Pulding .site. I'clirnb - i
wear kilts (which are like skirts, look at the - Puildings, often very high up! Do you think

picture below). And they learn about the : 2 kilt would be convenient for this job? I

bagpipes—a Scottish musical instrument. : don’t own one, never have.

“I have a Kkilt that I wear to weddings and
: parties. I wear a suit for everyday work and
: jeans at weekends. The Kkilt is part of our
tradition, so I have one and so do many of
- my friends.”

very thick and dry. The tourist shops in
Scotland sell a lot of shortbread biscuits.

Some people say that the bagpipes sound
like a cat in pain! So people think Scotland
is very unusual. They think that if you were
taken there by magic and had to guess
where you were it would be easy! Or would

it? Let’s just take one of these Scottish :

traditions: men wearing kilts. Do Scottish : ~1 wear a kilt to work—I work in a tourist

men wear kilts?

On a recent trip to Scotland the only men
I saw in kilts were in Edinburgh. They
were playing the bagpipes near Edinburgh

the tourists. When I asked several of the

: shop in Edinburgh. At home I wear jeans. It




. EXERCISES

1. Match the following pictures with the

English words.

4 Edinburgh Castle

took my wife ages to stop laughing after she
first saw me in my kilt!” :

“When I was a boy, my parents made me :
wear a kilt sometimes. But trousers are:
more convenient. I don’t wear one now, I: o Answer the following questions.

don’t have to. I even don’t own one.”
1) What were the three Scottish ‘traditions’

WORD : the writer talked about in the passage?

“: 2) In real life, do Scottish men wear kilts?

Why or why not?
traditional adj. 5]

. shortbread biscuit TG Z B

| tourist n. REE, WrE BE

i bagpipes nph) K&

© magic n. BAR, BA

tradition n. %5

¢ recent adj. FLRY: IR

| castle n, WE

dress up FERE BOITH :
¢ reply n&v. BE, EE :
L site n s ;
i convenient adj. pahid:
: own v e :
| wedding n. 183l 1Bx

Lo suit n. —ERR




VIODULE ACTIVITY

b= [N OTES =

PASSAGE 1
1}

PASSAGE 2
1:

® People in different countries have different traditions. Can you talk about some

of the Chinese traditions? Are they still popular in China? Why or why not?

Where does bungee jumping come from? It
comes from the adult ceremony in a South :
Pacific island. SRR THER, ERFETHS !
KFF—NBISH "MANRK" . LhtEA :
“HAXE" R F—FE dybungeef FHE B A
EDHBERRBMART BT, —STMER,
B AMEFEHREEFRERHEANLR.
Instead, young people think of themselves as
adults when they can do ‘adults’ things. &
FERARM BN MOENMEIANRR
A
You can help to choose who runs the state .
and the whole country. {/Ro] M #5& & F R gk
EE—IMNURENER. :
When you have a driver's license you show
it to people to prove your age for all kinds of
things. FER/E. R UHTE BUERRNE
BT B T B R T . ;
So you would think that 18 is grown-up, even if
16 isn't. fREHBRIE16 S EREME, B4 -
185 EEHMRET.

| was coming downstairs to get breakfast g
when the post came. R4k BFF IF FHOE & -
A :

: 2. There was a postcard, showing some cliffs

and the sea. F—3kBA{Es ., tEE2EM
REHXRE.

: PASSAGE 3
-4

When people in other countries learn about
Scotland, there are several things they learn
that are considered ‘traditional’. HEfbEs
AT RBBEZE, IS /LE £
B =|E,

They think that if you were taken there by
magic and had to guess where you were it
would be easy! Afi1IA N 2N SRR B HHE] T
R, MEFHECEMAMS, BERES.
Or would it? Let’s just take one of these
Scottish traditions: men wearing kilts. 2%
REXARS: BERNAREBHEEESZ
—: BAFERE., KUEHFEZEHBE TEH
TEBIEHE . BE RSB TRATA.

On a recent trip to Scotland the only men |
saw in kilts were in Edinburgh. &iF—X 3%
EHBENREZBTEEI T EATERE,
Edinburgh2 B8 28R, (I FHE2 KR
B8, FEZMF|AFHEdinburgh Castle (2T&
HWE) %,

| wear a suit for everyday work and jeans at
weekends. ¥ ¥ TERNBRETIR. BERT4
7.

It took my wife ages to stop laughing after
she first saw me in my kilt! FiZ=ZF&E— %R
RFEE|HE K TR A,
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KE Y-TO THE EXERCISES

PASSAGE 1 :PASSAGE 3

1. 1) responsibility ~ 2) celebrate : 1
3) prove 4) adults ]
2.1)F 2)T 3)F 4) F

PASSAGE 2

! ¢ 2.1) They are: eating shortbread biscuits,

: playing the bagpipes and men wearing
kilts.

2) Most Scottish men do not wear kilts
because they are not convenient for
work. Some men wear kilts for weddings
or parties, and some wear kilts for
work because they work in the tourism
industry.

2. 1) The writer was waiting for a friend’s letter.

2) Rain had made the writing unclear.

3) Mystery 1: there was no letter from Sam.
Mystery 2: somebody had sent a
postcard, but the writer didn’t know who
it was from.
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CHRISTMAS

X

WHAT IS FATHER CHRISTMAS DOING?
R EALTH LY

It’s Christmas Eve. Father Christmas
and his helpers have been getting
ready for the evening, when Father
Christmas delivers all the Christmas
presents. One of the helpers is sick.
He has to stay in bed. He asks another

2

A Father Christmas is on his way.

: helper to tell him what is happening.

: What is Father Christmas doing?

: Father Christmas is filling the sacks with
: presents for all the children. He’s making
: sure the sacks are well tied up.

: What’s he doing now?

: Now, Father Christmas is loading the
sacks full of presents onto the sleigh.

: He’s covering them up with a big sheet.
: He’s fixing the sheet so the presents

: don’t fall off the sleigh.

: Is he fetching the reindeer to pull the
sleigh?

: No, Ella’s fetching the reindeer. Father
: Christmas is putting his boots and hat

: on. He needs to keep warm.

2 Is it snowing?

No, it isn’t snowing. But it’s very cold.
: He’s putting on his gloves and a scarf
: too. Ella is coming with the reindeer.

: So now the presents are ready on the
: sleigh. Father Christmas is dressed
: and the reindeer are ready to pull the



