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The Inapplicability of Linguistic Humanism
in Contemporary International Promotion of Languages

GONG Tongxi

Abstract The humanistic approach to language studies, as of Wilhelm von
Humboldt, stresses the correspondence between language structure on the one hand
and cognitive style or structure of a people on the other. However, such a cognitive
structure is not the foremost influence governments endeavor to exert in contemporary
cultural dissemination. Therefore, such a theory of linguistic humanism should not
be adopted as theoretical foundation for contemporary international promotion of
languages.

Key words international promotion of languages; culture dissemination;
humanistic approach to language studies
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