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A Brief Introduction

Hai Rui, the famous honest official and active poli-
tician in the late Ming Dynasty, is well-known through-
out the history of China as being free from any corrup-
tions and never stooping to flattery in his political ca-
reer. He was loved by the people, and his political a-
chievements were on the lips of the people even in his
lifetime. He had a profound influence on later genera-
tions.

This book, as a critical biography, intends to view
the history by making accounts of a historic figure. First
of all, we describe Hai Rui’s personal counduct in an
allroud way so as to depict complete spirit features of
him, and then we analyse his political, educational and
philosophical thoughts in separated chapters. His appeal
to bring up practical personnel who can accomplish
themselves and educate others, his maintenance of rul-
ing the country by qualified personnel as well as by law,
his consciousness of the importance of people as the root
and the origin of the country, his cognitive methodology
of seeking the truth and pursuing practice, his practical
and realistic line of thinking, all these constitute, a set

of mental characteristics of Hai Rui which has a place in



