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Unit One Modern Oil Painting

Warm-up Tasks

K} Listen to the following passage and try to fill in the missing words.

Many artists today consider oil painting to be the (1) fundamental art medium;
something that a student should learn to (2) appreciate, because of its properties and
use in previous artwork. Typical (3) qualities of oil paint include a long “open time”,
which means that the paint does not dry quickly. Oil paints take several weeks to dry,
this allows the artist to (4) work on a painting for a long time, Qil paint also has a
tendency to blend into (5) surrounding paint allowing very subtle blending of colors.
This medium also produces vivid color with a natural brightness and distinct contrast.
Oil paints have a surface translucency(:FEB¥E) (6) similar to human skin, making
it an ideal medium for (7) portraits.

Oil painting is a distinct genre of painting where drying oil is applied as paints.
Timeless (8) possessions of arts, oil paintings are visual documentations of the
history, culture and lifestyle. With the moving courses of time, new styles and (9)
techniques have made way into the paintings, making them more enriched. Oil
painting is also very popular in the modern times. The modern artists admire them
and (10) innovate new ideas from them,

Look at the following pictures and share with your partner what you know about the
painter and his painting styles.

1. Pablo Picasso.

2. Pablo Picasso was remembered as an artist who throughout his life, shifted
unpredictably from one pictorial mode to another. His painting style can be
described in different periods: 1) His early works were characterized by acrid
colors and sharp, angular figures, exuding a sinister, discomforting aura, raw
sensitivity; 2) Between 1901 and 1904 Picasso’s Blue Period, his works were
executed in somber shades of blue and contained lean, dejected, and
introspective figures; 3) In the second half of 1904, his Pink Period; his
works showed a quiet and unoppressive melancholy, with the color more
natural, delicate, and tender in its range and with a prevalence of reddish and
pink tones; 4) Later, more radical and abstract, cubism: in his works, the

human figures and their surrounding space are reduced to a series of broad,
L] 1 .
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intersecting planes which align themselves with the picture surface and imply a
multiple, dissected view of the visible world.

3. Picture 2; Weeping Woman ; Picture 3;: Girl with a Boat; Picture 4; Guitar

Listening Tasks

You will hear five sentences. Each will be read three times. Listen carefully and write
them down.

1. No one knows when oil paint was first invented.

2. The earliest known example of oil painting is recorded as early as the 11th

century.
3. The main advantages of oil paints are their flexibility and depth of color.

4. Paintings are the products of a certain time and certain place.

5. Anyone studying Western art, for example, will learn to recognize the styles.

Learning Art: From General to Specific

I. Key to Exercises

Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer to the following questions,
1.C 2.A 3.D 4 B
Listen to the dialogue again and complete the following sentences with the information
you’ve heard.
1. specific; general
2. an oil painting exhibition; art museum
3. Village in Winter
4. natural sceneries
)

. nice art work appeals to him

Il. Secript

Mike: Hi, Helen. How are you getting along with your study?
Helen: Fine. We are just learning some general courses, but my real interest is in

e 2 e



Unit One  Modern Oil Painting

modern oil painting,

Mike: That’s also what I like best, but we have to learn the general courses before
the specific ones. You need patience.

Helen: Perhaps you are right. My teacher also said that.

Mike: I overheard that there will be an oil painting exhibition at the art museum this
Saturday. I would like to go and have a look. How about going with me?

Helen: I'd love to. Whenever there is a chance, I would visit an art show. What kind
of painting do you like?

Mike: I like the paintings of natural things. For instance, last month, I went to a
gallery and saw a painting named Village in Winter. 1 was very impressed.

Helen: I see. Natural sceneries are good subjects of painting.

Mike: You know, that painting reminds me of my childhood.

Helen; That’s the power of art. A nice piece of art work may have lasting influence
on viewers.

Mike: Absolutely right. That’s why I often visit art museums and galleries.

Helen; When will the exhibition begin?

Mike: At 9 o'clock. Shall we meet at the school gate at 8:30 and go there together?

Helen: Good. See you then.

Mike: Have a nice day! Bye-bye.

Qil Paints

. Key to Exercises

Listen to the passage and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false
(F).
1. F 22T 3 F 4 T 5 F
Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions with the help of words
and phrases provided below,
1. Dry pigment is mixed with linseed oil, and the oil takes oxygen from the air
and creates a crystalline solid to keep the pigment in a permanent form.
2. It is used to mix the oil paints on the palette to make various colors.
3. A painter can have time to adjust what he paints before it dries.
4. When putting two wet colors next to each other they can cross-contaminate if
not applied properly.
e 3 e
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5. Varnish is applied to protect the painting.
Il. Script

All paint is a mixture of a dry pigment and a liquid. For oil paint the dry pigment
is mixed with linseed oil. The oil takes oxygen from the air and creates a crystalline
solid to keep the pigment in a permanent form. When it’s dry it can’t be removed.

Oil paint is thick. The paints are squeezed out from tubes onto a palette where
they are mixed together with a palette knife to make the various colors. It’s then
applied to a canvas with stiff brushes.

Oil paints are slow drying, us.ually taking three days before you can put on
another coat. The drying time is an advantage and disadvantage. The great advantage
is that you have time to adjust what you paint before it dries. This is particularly
useful when making gradual transitions from one color to another. Also if you paint
something you don’t like, it can be removed while wet.

The disadvantages are that when putting two wet colors next to each other they
can cross-contaminate if not applied properly. The palette, the brushes and the wet
painting must be handled carefully to keep wet paint off fingers, food and furniture.

The paint may be manipulated for up to 12 hours after which you must wait three
days for it to dry before going back to make any changes. When oil paint is dry, new
colors can be applied over old. Many layers of paint may be applied.

After a painting is thoroughly dry, varnish is applied to protect the painting.

Reading Tasks

Making of Qil Paintings

I. Summary

This passage is about how oil paintings are produced, from a technical point of
view. Different artists may take different approaches to oil painting. The most
popular surface since the 16th century has been canvas. An oil painter might sketch
an outline of their subject before applying pigment to the surface. The pigment is
mixed with oil. The various oils dry differently, creating various effects. The artist
most often uses a brush to apply the paint, In the past few decades, many synthetic

o« 4 o



Unit One  Modern Oil Painting

brushes have come on the market. Most artists paint in layers. The artist may apply
several layers of details using a technique called “fat over lean”. Artists in later
periods, such as the impressionist era, often used this wet-on-wet method more
widely, blending the wet paint on the canvas. When the image is finished and has

dried for up to a year, the artist often seals the work with a layer of varnish.

Il. Part Division

Parts Lines Main Ideas
Part | Lines 1—10 A general introduction and oil painting surface.
Part [ Lines 11—21 Pigments and paints.
Part [Il Lines 22—39 Brushes (natural and synthetic).
Part [V Lines 40—71 Painting in layers.
Part V Lines 72—75 Sealing the work or varnishing.

lll. Cuiture Notes

Jan van Eyck

Jan van Eyck Portrait of Giovanni Arnol fini and His
Wife by Jan van Eyck
Flemish painter who with his brother Hubert (died in 1426) founded the Flemish
school of painting. Jan's works, characterized by brilliant coloring and minute
realistic detail, include Portrait of Giovanni Arnol fini and His Wi fe (1434).

-5-
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IV. Language Points

split vi, break, burst, or rip apart with force

Example: To my embarrassment, my trousers split when I sat down on the

bench.

sketch vi. & vt. make a hasty or undetailed drawing or painting often made as a
preliminary study

Example: John asked his mother to sit at the desk and began to sketch her.

prior to before
Example; Mr. Smith had been teaching at a university for 10 years prior to his

transfer to the government organization last year,

substance n. a material of a particular kind or constitution

Example; Salt is a substance we use in cooking.

confine vt, keep within bounds; restrict

Example: The wild animals are confined in small cages in the zoo.

bold adj. clear and distinct; conspicuous

Example: In a few bold lines, the painter finished his drawing of a racing horse.

synthetic adj. produced by synthesis, especially not of natural origin
Example: He found his newly bought shoes were made of synthetic leather,

instead of genuine leather.

durable adj. capable of withstanding wear and tear or decay; lasting
Example: The salesman claimed that goods in his shop were not only reliable but

also durable.
L ] 6 L]
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blend vt. combine or mix so that the constituent parts are indistinguishable
from one another
Example: You must blend the flour and eggs and sugar together before you make

cakes.

layer n. a single thickness of a material covering a surface or forming an
_ overlying part
Example: If there had not been a layer of hard rock beneath the soil, they would

have completed the job sooner.

transparent adj. capable of transmitting light so that objects or images can be
seen as if there were no intervening material
Example: Since the test tube is transparent, we can see the process of the

chemical reaction in the experiment.

classical adj. of or relating to the ancient Greeks and Romans, especially their
art, architecture, and literature
Example: Mr. Smith is doing research on classical literature, and he reads a lot

of ancient literary works.

eran. a period of time characterized by particular circumstances, events, or
personages
Example; In the new era of information, people are using computer and the

Internet for communication.

contemporary adj. current; belonging to the same period of time
Example: The professor required us to read contemporary literary works and

write an essay commenting on their features.

advent n. the coming or arrival, especially of sth. extremely important

Example: Since the advent of jet aircraft, travel has been speeded up.

V. Difficult Sentences

For fine detail, however, the absolute solidity of a wooden panel gives an advantage.
A wooden panel is absolutely solid, so it has obvious advantage over other materials
for painting fine details.
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This made portability difficult and kept most painting activities confined to the studio,
This (mixing paints from raw pigments and medium) made it difficult for painters to

take their paints with them, and therefore, they had to do their work in the studio.

The method was first perfected through an adaptation of the egg tempera painting
technique and was applied by the Flemish painters in Northern Europe with pigments
ground in linseed oil,

The method was first improved and became perfect by adapting the egg tempera
painting technique, and the Flemish painters in Northern Europe used this method

with pigments ground in linseed oil.

This first layer can be adjusted before moving forward, an advantage over the
“cartooning” method used in Fresco technique,
The first layer can be modified before going on with the second layer. This has an

advantage over the “cartooning” method used in Fresco technique.

Several contemporary artists use a blend of both techniques, which can add bold color as
well as the depth of layers through glazing,

Several contemporary artists combine the two techniques. The combination can add
not only the depth of layers with the use of transparent coating, but also clear and

distinct color.
VI. Key to Exercises

EX Choose the best answer for each of the following questions,
. D 2.A 3.B 4 C 5 A

EJ Complete the following summary with right words and expressions,
surface, sketch, applying, mixed, effects, synthetic, technique, Impressionist,
blending, seals

Discuss the following questions with the information from the text.

1. Wooden panel has the property of absolute solidity, and it has an advantage
for drawing fine detail.

2. Traditional artists mixed their own paints from raw pigments and medium.

3. The “mixed method” takes the approach of adaptation of the egg tempera
painting technique and was applied by the Flemish painters in Northern
Europe with pigments ground in linseed oil.

4. (Open-ended. )

5. (Open-ended. )
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Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.
1. technique 2. sketch 3. adjusting 4. durable 5. varies
6. efficient 7. era 8. beyond 9. adaptation 10. layer
Complete the following sentences with phrases or expressions from the text,
1. due to 2. prior to 3. prone to 4, confined to 5. apply; to
Translate the Chinese sentences into English by simulating the sentences chosen from
the text.
1. As for the issue of the cause of global warming, people’s view varies from
person to person, but they all agree that it has serious consequences.
2. For students, when back home from school, doing homework is prior to all
other tasks. :
3. The painter donated a large sum of money. which enabled timely construction
of the new school.
4. As 1 was exhausted after a day’s work, I had to go to bed early so that I would
not be sleepy the next day.
5. The teacher decided not to appoint a monitor of the class, preferring that the
students vote to choose their monitor.
Rewrite each sentence with the word or phrase in brackets, keeping the same
meaning. The first part has been done for you.
1. People’s buying behavior changed a lot in the late 1990s, when daily

necessities were widely available,

Sizes of brushes are widely varied.

The products are durable as well as cost-efficient.

An oil painting might take weeks or even months to layer the paint.

A

People could communicate with each other much more conveniently due to the
advent of the Internet and computer.

Vil. Chinese Translation
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