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A Comparison of Education in China and
Japan in the period from the 17th century to

the middle of the 19th century

Abstract

History is characterized both by continuity and the
fact that it develops by stages. Better understanding of
modem Chinese culture sheds light on the understanding
of education in modem China and its law of progress.
With Japan, which is quite similar to China both in temns
of Chinese culture and education, and historical
conditions, as frame of reference, and on the basis of
the comparison of educational history in modem China
and Japan, the author in the present dissertation
attempts to study the historical basis for the genesis of
education in modem China. This is an area that needs
research in China.

The first chapter is a description of the development
of education both in China and japan in the period from
the 17th century to the middie of the 19th century;
chapter two is a discussion, from the perspective of
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politics, of the differences and similarities in
educational policies, education management in China
and Japan and their limitations toward the progress of
education; chapter three is a discussion of, with
Confucianism as clue, the changes of educational
thoughts in the traditional educational systems of the
two coutries; chapter four is a study of the influences of
Westem culture and educational theories and thoughts
on the education in both countries; chapter five, with
emphasis on the variations If values in education the
farget of which is the so-called “gentlemen (shi)”, is a
discussion of the national features of education in pre-
modem China and Japan; chapter 6 discusses the role
of the ideals and forms of merchant education in the
progress of education modemization; chapter seven is a
reflection on the causes of backwardness of education in
modem china.

The author concludes that the education in pre-
modermn China lagged far behind for the following
reasons: first, frequent changes in regimes, political
upheavals, excessively centralized political system and
mistakes in policieslsecond, the weakness of the civilian
class, its immaturity and the elite education that is
strongly flavored by politics did not bedome the leading
force of change and refomn due to the heavy burden of
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feudalism. Moreover, the conservatism of Confucianism
impeded the foming of new thoughts in education, and
the blind self-pride in our national mentality desensitized
the majority of Chinese intellectuals toward the
excellent elements in westem culture, thus causing their
failure to absorb them. The traditional standards and
values that place too much emphasis on bureaucracy
are the obstacle of the development of education in
China. The passive factors in traditional Chinese culture
and its inertia had negative effects on the progress of
education in mocdem China. The slow progress and
development of education in modem China did have its
historic reasons.



ZE3

THEHLET AL T, RREHEVLQREAN-NEER
Fewfo EXANRM, —FERBEIHHNME, —FER
HRTHEAEXHF, b, WEATE, REFBEHRAAE, &
IREHFEELRZME, SEFNRINER, SPEAREXRT
MEHKA, XN KRR GF LR, aRTIRTER
BARBAER, SIETENEE, FANTHRAREHHAR, &
FE AR EREN T, FHER N EELTENLRM
SHBEELRE, FRABTNWERRAARAERBENXER, 5
HHARHBEFNREMULEART, ERAELH,

FEEREERHAFANAMNES, AREFRRIL T W
MREE, EAMERLEERRMENE R, U, ARKFH
REFRZABFLHAENHANRE, HERE-FIALRE,
AMATRECHTRAUET &, HEFEAXMCHRGBEAER
whe FEMRBERALMBN, XAL LY, ERETE



2 TEHEZE+AMETH P AT RELE

“WMER” BEEEHNRRE. RRNLAERTFRFEFH L,
HEARMEARHT L, IRABBRALEHNFTLHE, &K
B MER” AARHUAE, FRTFHEARFTARLY “8F
R” FE, $FEANARFERFTHAREOARGEA L £
B, BtoHHEN,

PAREFEHLUEAR, RYERFLHAREARTREN A
TR, Kmk, TALFHLE TGN (PAATREER) T
1997 £, WriZz¥ “WE” iz, PHAEFLLE, “CE
KEFARETEREYRFE AN ERZFHTURAR, B
RS REANG) ZRNE, TURRBURET . PAHFFLAX
ABELRETF " BRTR, #AXAATAHYNEE,
BERERZEE (TEHLETAELPH P IHTLELR)
FR, RYERELARYHEFABEFR A RE, RETHN
FH, MZEH, BERA, THIAREFAELLERNE K,
Elot, hEEAXFTERTHFERAE, FRTRENEH, A
MRS EX - FARALREEE RS,

RBEN - HHERARATE, CRAHGOREEETH, &
BAMFRFRELER, CRAAREFREER, AHFH -
¥, NERHR, REEZASMTE, BALEAH, XA MK
8 BAEEAN, XHEQARN; RAELSUYN, XHEEAW, F
HAUATENREXMHETERT, /AERHEHXLEKE.
EMBERATOREXAEE, kAT E2EXHTEANE
B, RABRSNE M, AT, HEGELFTLLEEELRD
ER. BRATXET RN AL, BRT 0 AKET XA H
MM, MEEFXMHANYE, BEXUNFLAERNELE



Fo— 3

M, EREGHTNARKTLEFTHERZMEE,

EEHEFRRAGART, CETHYTEARFTF AL N AR IR
PHETEANSHISRE: TEEHERENEREEFRX
HEMEX, M TFAIMBENLE, T ORLHUS TH
#, AHBE, AERFRTYE,; FELHAEHALHRE
FHHEENE, Bl WPREBEMEENRAN, EFE
EFERRFPOVE, MOAUREERH AT, EHFEE
MHgL, YESELELA, MBAUMEETTE, HXER
B PEUMAEEHET, FARANEAMLGLAHE, AKX
MEEAREHF; PEHTHEIXNARES, TRNHEX
RHEA, “MEER” WEZHEFRAARRBEL2RE, AvHE
AT RAARE S AZERES, ABIBLARBERBHRERYN
BEARX, RFTHEBRHEFZ, MEALLSHATREAH
MHEX, RABTRARRFRAKEG A E, THPEHTH
RN, SPEFELSRS, REBPHTEZLNE
EEZRWET, HAREGLE,

ABEEHFFRE, AF4F, HAERZHFRN, Rk
ERTUEEFN &, HUAZNe s, SHTX-ARGF
AAFHBEL R, 1998 F 6 ALHN, TEH-HNFiIF, &
ATEHEELREALFA, THERE, REXRKERENF
sh, FARFHLAE, BRBRTRA!

1999 3 AT L%



AYEH

HER, FEFRANELHL “RR”, E-BFLHKL
EEBEART “MEFRAREAMTLR" WEF, BELARTE
AREL, BELTEANEL, ALY RAT, —LEFEEX
NEX%, 2E%-WELEANT (BELHAR) HRARAR
B “ERXp0”, ARBARRT. b X ERERLLAET
BeBaE, BEFEFREAECRETHL. BEAH-—HHLA
BZT, ARTENELEEATEFRATEARTHRN, RE
BHELIN “HR” T AW, £REXR, ZPBREEFNTE
28 —AMREICEFEAEAHECHARBLHAHE, AR
EERREIREXNFR, —MAIXHETELEDREANZA,
bR L T RBYA K,

LR, RMNNLFE, BFEHRASUNAFEEURE
B, FHEER. REFAKFHFEE, Z 4K, ZELHAER
BRITPFANER, ZREHNHRELEROHTHELS, £
#, RNABRAEH, CANEET, BAXHES, QIFLE



2 TEHEE ML PP HRFRR LR

Y RECHES, BR-BHED; RELFHS, L5945
Lo WLE, —2HALRAHFEERFFTLAANER, Kik
BRBEFEHFEAREARR, FRTURHEFT LI MFRAHE.
ALEHMETZ-ZH, REFOERES, EXFEHT
TAHENER, RENMEX L, kHERRSA “HE", R
ARB . A, AN “HE” AP UAXRITR, HEALHH
.

UENHTEHR, FAHCHNRE, EXREFTHLTRY
FREWEH, AFEEEGCHART, FREETHAKT
REHHELNBEY, THTLERAXHTANEZRGRE
X%, EABEAE,. BLELNANTHFEEAR LA,
BARHERAFHZENER, A-ME, RAFRTHEXR
BRXAAE, EREARA. AXRABARENTR, £R
R, REACESN, FHBELTO LK, RHEL: PREF
WARIEBRRTEFEHLTFR, PEANARHSBHELHKK
EEER, URAAERNTRNBZHEAFED, TRESCTRH,
WARELRE, BTHER, VU TENFREFNRE, AT

FHATERAFARCAHEE, XMARERARB R, BRER
B

e RAENAE, AERRXNTE. HAFERATE
HHREVEAL, QEEHFHAR, 5LLHHTEF—H, -4
SRTHERRERSTREL, —MSRTHERLLTT R
Bo i, RZABAHEAENBETAELTATHRRAERK
Yo BMABHME, THRKARTZEWMARFTLF AN

Plo BAIAHAEREE, AFLARARRHAE ZHEEX



=2 =

¥, ZRIAZEARAAX GRS RN LFH, REIEN,
i, BARBRKERLEXANHKR, RALLHEEL LU IH
fud B!



