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ABSTRACT

As a nationality with the largest population among the mi-
nority nationalities in China, the Zhuang nationality’s dress has
been a bright pearl in the treasure —house of the Chinese dress
culture. It has its unique pattern styles, exquisite crafts, long
history, and hereditary tradition through generations, and still
preserves more primitive customs. Through the study of it, we
can probe deeply into the cultures. of the Zhuang nationality and
the Chinese nation, and even the course of human development.
In this book, the author has used documental materials and field
research materials, given consideration to both the ancient and
modern methods, and combined multi-disciplinary theories and
methods together, so as to study the Zhuang nationality’s dress
from the perspectives of folklore, ecology, archaeology, sociolo-
gy, psychology, aesthetics, cultural anthropology and others.
The book includes eight sections: the introduction; the historical
and cultural origin and development of the Zhuang nationality,
the change of the Zhuang nationality’s dress; the classifications
and characteristics of the Zhuang nationality’s dress; the materi-
als and manufacturing crafts of the Zhuang nationality’s dress;
the customs and conventions of the Zhuang nationality’s dress;
the anthropological observation of the Zhuang nationality’s

dress; the aesthetic analysis of the Zhuang nationality’s dress;
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the inheritance and development of the Zhuang nationality’s
dress. The author has made thorough but respective analyses of
the origin, development, characteristics, functions, cultural
connotation, aesthetic value of the Zhuang nationality’s dress,
and even the problems of how to protect and develop the Zhuang
nationality’s traditional dress under the globalization context.
Here are the conclusions: The Zhuang nationality’s dress has
bright and colorful designs, elegant and exquisite crafts, and
thus has left an important chapter in the ancient Chinese scientif-
ic and technological history. The Zhuang nationality’s dress has
experienced a process of development and change, which has
been inevitably influenced by the natural environment, material
conditions, social and cultural environment and mental environ-
ment. The Zhuang nationality’s dress has its own customs and
conventions, which are closely connected with the rites of birth,
adulthood, marriage, and funeral and others, and therefore, has
formed a set of complete and integrated manufacturing crafts and
hereditary customs. As a cultural symbol, the Zhuang nationality’s
dress marks people’s sex, age, identity and status, and plays a role of
social management, and standardizes people’s thoughts, feelings and
behaviors. As the global unification proceeds and the reform
deepens, traditional national culture and modern civilization con-
flict but blend with each other, and the Zhuang nationality’s tra-
ditional dress crafts have been on the decline. In the rapid social
change, we shall view the protection and inheritance of the
Zhuang nationality’s dress in a developmental light, and put
forth effort to preserve its essence and to develop it in the chan-

ging environment.
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