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The “Growth Series” is a set of books
specifically devoted to introduce the
design of school buildings, selecting the
most outstanding school architectures in
the world. They are divided into four parts,
kindergartens, elementary and secondary
schools, universities and vocational schools.
School Architecture: Design of Elementary
and Secondary Schools in the World is the
second book after Colorful Childhood!:
World Contemporary Kindergarten
Design. It keeps the high quality of this set
of books, introducing about 50 projects

of elementary and secondary schools

in different parts of the world in Chinese-
English bilingual, with both excellent
images and texts.

This book is rich in content, with projects
covering many types of elementary and
secondary schools in the world. Though
there are various classifications of schools in
different parts of the world, their names or
designations in Chinese are corresponding
to that in other languages, and their
school systems are quite similar. It shows

that the education systems of te
different countries are convergi
having different cultural back
and customs. In this case, it is
significance for mutual refer
buildings and even architectures,
design, facilities, decoration, etc. in the
world.

This book integrates all these projec
together, focusing on the architect
features of the school buildings in di
countries. Meanwhile, it introduces the
educational characteristics and humanistic
fradition of these countries, analyzing

the relations between architecture and
culture, history and geography. At the

end of the book, there is Code for Design
of School GB50099—2011 in China. These
serious information and data provide
effective and accurate reference for
architectural practitioners.

All projects in this book show a high level

of contemporary architectural design

of schools in the world. In these projects,
besides commmon architectural spaces

such as fraditional classrooms, offices,
playgrounds, the schools includes activity
rooms, lockers, cafeterias, cormmon rooms,
libraries, reception rooms, equipment rooms
and other creative spaces. These need to
be added promptly in Chinese elementary
and secondary schools, and provide a
reference for China. With delicate and detail
images and plain and rigorous texts, this
book provides a window for architectural
practitioners and enthusiasts to see the world
and lean from world-leading architects.
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Architects: McBride Charles Ryan
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Penleigh and Essendon Junior Boys School
began in an Italianate mansion on windy hill,
opposite the Essendon Footy Club. This building
is exceptional in a residential area where
Federation housing dominates. Slowly the
school has accumulated much of the property
in the block bounded by Nicholson, Raleigh,
Napier & Fletcher Streets. Many of the 'houses'
are now occupied by the school. This new
project, a two storey year 5 & 6 block with 3
classrooms above and below, is an important
addition to the school and public interface to
Nicholson Street.

The architects wanted this building to
acknowledge and exploit its unusual urban
condition. All wanted this building to be a
unique acknowledgment of an important
threshold stage in the boy's school life. All
wanted more than just good accommodation,
but a building of the imagination.

This proposal takes just the silhouette of a
Federation Home, it is up-scaled, extruded

and sliced. The front of the building might be
described perhaps as a haunted house, the
centre (the extrusion) is vaguely a Shinto Shrine,
the rear (which interfaces with the schools
ovals), if you squint-The Big Top.






L

£

" FOR

M
i

JESIL

HITECTURE

HOOL ARC

S0

N




6
UI [RENEERREN

[
A1

11

= il e )
f T wo | .wel| oo
m |0 f6rls oigtn over

|
1
T T —] | =1 L—1

= A4
I

—1
[7T]

[TITIT

=Y

W
e
i

I ——

ZEFEE FIRSTFLOOR PLAN

1 Foyer 1 X8

2 Meeting 2o

3 Classroom 3H=E

4 Locker 4 fiE44e

5 Breakout S5 /NBITIEE
6 Corridor 6 ZE

7 Plant & Equipment 7T BRIEE

12 3 4 5 NORTH

The planning is arranged so as to provide
northern courtyards to the ground floor
classrooms, upstairs the corridor is switched to
reduce overlooking to the adjacent neighbor.
The ground floor Grade 5 classrooms have
rich deep colors and an earthy ambience.
The first floor is ethereal. With more than a nod
to Utzons Bagsvaerd Church the complex
silhouette is smoothed to a cloud like shape.
The extruded chimney is a source of light and
a means of naturally ventilating the classroom
space.
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Architects. McBride Charles Ryan

Location: Melbourne, Australia

Principal Architects: Rob McBride, Debbie-Lyn Ryan
Architects: Andrew Hayne, Drew Williamson, Michelle James,
Angela Woda, David Fraser

Photographs: John Gollings
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Fitzroy High School is a government 7-10 school
in inner urban Melbourne. The school had
been closed in 1992 but was subsequently
reopened in 2004. Fitzroy High School has a
strong design curriculum and is a state leader
in implementing progressive education models
in the class room.

In 2008 the scope of the school was increased
to include post-compulsory level students,

with the addition of years 11 and 12 raising

the projected enrolment from 375 to 600. To
facilitate this expansion, McBride Charles Ryan
have been engaged to design and document
a "new school model" simultaneously
accommodating and expressing the
requirements and aspirations of a 21st century
school.

MCR's design provides for the additional

225 students and 12 staff across three levels,
interfacing with the existing 1960s school
building. Private study areas, resource centres
and an art / technology studio are also
provided. The art / technology studio has
been designed to open up to a generous
display foyer, providing a space for community
gatherings that is currently lacking in this
suburb.

The model unit of the design is a space for
between 40 and 60 students. Following a
"feam teaching" approach, the spaces are
configured to allow for a flexible distribution of
use, accommodating activities ranging from
large "chalk and talk" lecture-style presentations
to medium scale seminar groupings to
individual private study. This is achieved by

a floor plan with an undulating perimeter,
allowing for an optimum of supervision to occur
within a variety of more discrete spaces.

The undulating perimeter is constructed from
double brick with a deep cavity, allowing the
building’s skin to perform structurally, thereby
reducing the need for additional framing

or bracing. The exposure of the inner skin of
brickwork (and the underside of the slabs)
maximizes the buildings latent thermal stability,
considerably reducing the need for additional
climate control. The 4 m floor-to-floor height
required to meet the existing building at each
level also increases the qudlity of daylight deep
into the proposed plan.

With its prominent aspect to the street, its
dynamic relationship with existing features
such as the mature fig tfree and its confident,
exuberant expression of the aspirations of the
school and its community, Fitzroy High School
provides a positive example of how, faced
with the contingencies of the Department of
Education’s facilities schedules, architecture
can still be designed with a modicum of "zing".
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