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Life is wonderful, but it is also challenging at times. The following advice
comes from one of the most successful businessmen in history, Bill Gates. He
recently told a group of high schoolers about 11 things they did not learn in
school. He talked about how feel-good, politically correct teachings created a
full generation of kids with no concept of reality and how this concept set
them up for failure in the real world. | want all of you to be very successful, so
consider some of his words,

Rule 1; Life Is not falr —get used to 1t.

Rule 2, The world won’t care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you
to accomplish something BEFORE you feel good about yourself.

Rule 3; You will NOT make 40 thousand dollars a year right out of high school.
You won’t be a vice-president with a car phone, until you earn both.

Rule 4. If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss. He doesn’t
have tenure.

Rule 5;: Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your grandparents had a
different word for burger flipping; they called It opportunity.

Rule 6. If you mess up, it's not your parents’ fault, so don't whine about your
mistakes, learn from them.

Rule 7, Before you were born, your parents weren;t as boring as they are now.
They got that way from paying your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening
to you talk about how cool you are. So before you save the rain forest from the
parasites of your parents’ generation, try delousing the closet in your own
room.

Rule 8; Your school may have done away with winners and losers but life has
not. In some schools they have abolished failing grades and they’Il glve you as
many times as you want to get the right answer. This doesn’t bear the sligh-
test resemblance to ANYTHING In real life.

Rute 9; Life is not divided into semesters. You don't get summers off and very
few employers are interested In helping you find yourself. Do that on your own
time.

Rule 10, Television is NOT real life. In real life people actually have to leave
the coffee shop and go to jobs.

Rule 11; Be nice to nerds. Chances are you’ll end up working for one.
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There may be virtual reallty, but there is no such thing as virtual happiness.

(402 words)

%,  1.New Words and Expressions

self-esteem [self-is'ti:m] (n.) B¥,BA AKX, § b AN

tenure ['tenjus] (n) (ZHh—RERZBERTERE, LIBRFHIF
)R I BRI E N RA 4R

flip [fup] - (vt B BEB

whine - [(h)wam] (v.) Bif, L &%

parasite ['peerssart] (n.) FL£x,.FE£24%.2%

delouse [di: "lavs ] (v.) &

nerd (nad] (n.) BEF, FCHIBARIM THAGA,24A
BB R EALR

2 II. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the listed words or expressions.

:T whine abolish virtual end up get used to

tenure self-esteem mess up do away with resemblance

iy

© ®Ne Do W

They do not sweat and about their condition.

Teenagers’ is based on how many friends they have.

It is difficult to another country’s customs.

She on the math test.

We must illiteracy.

The children have a great to their parents.

After teaching at Yale for 5 years he was granted

There is growing recognition that we should . segregation.
Completely banning nuclear weapons is a impossibility.

10. Most of us living bland and troubled lives.

% II. Comprehension: circle the letier of the best answer.

1. In the eyes of Bill Gates, life could be described by the following words

except
A. unfair B. challenging C. televised D. tough

2. Bill Gates advises that flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity, which means

10,

that
A. flipping burgers can be done and it could be taken as an opportunity
B. flipping burgers can’t be done because it is beneath your dignity
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C. you can’t find an opportunity from flipping burgers

D. your grandparents didn’t flip burgers, because there was no opportunity
. Bill Gates tells us that the right attitude towards the mistakes is to

A. whine about them B. learn from them

C. blame them D. do away with them

. Schools are different from the real life because of the following reasons except
that

A. schools may get rid of winners and losers, but the life may not

B. schools may abolish failing grades, but the life may not

C. schools may give students more chances of success, but the life may not
D. schools can’t be divided into semesters, but the life can

. The advice from Bill Gates focuses on the following except that

A. he places criticism on the current American teachings

B. he places priority on the real world

C. he places emphasis on the down-to-earth work

D. he places his pride on his own business success
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Belonging to a family is one bond almost everyone in the world shares, but
family patterns vary from country to country. The United States has many dif-
ferent types of families, but the traditional structure of the American family
— mother, father and children — continues to prevail for the most part as a
new century unfolds. Yet, over the past several decades, US society has wit-
nessed an evolution In family structure and daily life in many respects, be-
cause of myriad factors, running the gamut from advancements in science to
the composition of the workplace. Single parenthood, adoptive households,
step-parenting, stay-at-home fathers, grandparents raising children are but a
few of the newer tiles in the mosaic.

What is it like to be a young person in the United States?

The typical American child spends six hours a day, flve days a week, 180
days a year in school. Children in the US start preschool or nursery school at
age four or under, kindergarten at flve years of age. Schools provide American
children with much more than academic education. More than 80 percent of all
students participate In extracurricular activities, such as sports, student
newspapers, drama clubs, debate teams, choral groups and bands.

During their leisure time, American kids spend much time watching televi-
ston, listening to music or playing computer games, but many also have after
school jobs. One recent poll indicated that nine out of 10 teenagers polled said
they elther had a job or would like one. Ghild labor laws set restrictions on the
types of work that youths under 16 years can do. Many youths work part-time
on weekends or after school at fast-food restaurants, baby-sit for neighbors,
hold delivery jobs or work in stores. Many youths are also involved in communi-
ty service organizations or are active in church and religious-group activities.
Others belong to youth groups such as Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts, where they
learn about citizenship, crafts, arts, camping and other outdoor activities.

Thousands of young Americans volunteer to help take care of the elderly,
the handicapped and hospital patients, or help clean up the environment. While
for most American children and teenagers life today Is nearly free of serious
conflict, young people are still under maony types of stress. Peer pressure,
changing family conditions, mobility of families, unemployment and problems
at school may lead to use of alcoho! or drugs, the refusal to attend school,
running away from home, teenage pregnancies or juvenile delinquency. (409




From:http;//usa.usembassy. de/socliety-family, htm

words)

"V I . New Words and Expressions

myriad [ 'murrad ] (adj.) ##H (n.) BREKF

gamut ['geemat | (n.) BABER], 2

tile [tail] (n.) LY, £

mosaic [mo'zenk ] (n.) (BHFSMEHBBRABURE—HELF
#9) 4 H e B

handicapped [ 'hesendikeept | (adj.) BB, FERHEYH

peer [po] (n.) B#E;R#HA; 0 (R IR HA

pregnancy ['pregnonst | (n.) &, 2k, 28, 5%

juvenile ['dzuvinail | (n.) V&,V Fikdh

(a.) FHe, R e, & FV5e
delinquency [di'lipkwonst]  (n.) (FHF)R, £

)ﬂfv IL. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the listed words or expressions.

) ; prevail peer evolution handicap myriad :ﬁ;
ul mobility delinquency vary leisure participate i&

. One of the first things you learn with e-commerce is to deal with files.

=i
1
2. They are holding a forum on juvenile :
3. He is profoundly » both mentally and physically.
4, We are expected to actively in English class.
9. Children are easily influenced by their
6. This old custom does not now.
7. The of city life, with its increase in the number and intensity of stimu-

lations, tends inevitably to confuse and to demoralize the person.

8. Yogaasa occupation is increasing in popularity in the West.
9. She her dress as fashion changes.
10. The of modern motor car is an interesting subject.

):/ [lI. Comprehension: circle the letter of the best answer.

1. It’s held that is one bond that almost everyone shares in the world.
A. belonging to a family
B. belonging to a marriage
C. belonging to a country

0/
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D. belonging to a school
2. The American family structure and daily life have experienced great changes be-
cause of
A. the prevailing tradition
B. the coming of the new century
C. the increasing population
D. advancements in science and the composition of the workplace
3. The volunteer work that the young Americans do includes the following
except
A. to take care of the elderly
B. to help clean up the environment
C. to baby-sit
D. to care for the handicapped and hospital patients
4. It could be inferred from the text that . -
A. the USA has many types of families and the traditional one has dlsappeared
B. a typical American child doesn’t have too much pressure from school
C. young people in America are under many types of stress
" D. many American youths choose to take part-time jobs with no restrictions
5. This text reveals the American life from the aspect of
A. family patterns and young people’s life
B. family patterns and adults’ life
C. family tradition and young people’s life
D. family patterns and American tradition




Glnice Three

To me family is a union 6'1’ a group of people, togetherness, and d strength
that Is In some cases unstable. A strong and nurturing moral icon or Icons, loy-
alty and respect; Marriage Is a partnership between two individuals one of
both financial and self-fulfliling accomplishment.

People marry for love, wealth, stability and even fear of being alone. The
issue Is vast but the expectation of it is as small as an ant. Get married and
live happily ever after, but over time things have changed. The traditional 40
or 50 year marriages have been reduced to 4 or 5 years at the maximum. Divor-
ce, is the result of a falled or unsuccessful marriage; it has become more com-
mon in our cuiture these days. This in turn has a negative effect on most chil-
dren today. '

Mother, father, and maybe 2 or 3 kids; this Is what people call a tradition-
al family. The roles are simple; the fother is the head of the household keep-
ing order and setting discipline when needed. The mother’'s role is to provide
stability and comfort to her family if needed. However In today’s society the
mother and father can be replaced by one parent if not two of the same sex. An
alternative family is one that breaks tradition but still keeping family values
in tacked. For example, an unfortunate accident leave 3 kids without parents,
the oldies being the most wise watches over his or her siblings as if they were
their own children.

| believe that culture plays an important role in marriage today due to the
fact that the experiences of it such as love, sex, and commitment even start-
ing a family have been felt long before marrlage can even come up in a topic be-
tween couples. Television and music of the present are more descriptive and
clear on thelr messages’ on sex and Its appeal. Today more and more teens are
sexually active than ever and commercials, billbocards and ads just make it
worse. When it comes to culture and the new age families | suggest a more di-
rect and appropriate ways of applying discipline.

Marriage and family both are depicted in different ways but both portray
togetherness, happiness, love and support, loyalty, partnership, argument,
and the occasional hardships of life. A divorce may be able to separate a fami-

ly but a family can never be broken. (395 words)
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4 1.New Words and Expressions

icon {'atkon | (n.) 184, 18, B4, 45
maximum ['meeksimam | (n.) BEXKEF,ZXRE MK

(adj.) ZEBHE, R 58, KKXHMRE

sibling" [ 'stblm ] (n.) BALCUZ AR
depict [dr'prkt ] (vt.) #E,#45
portray [po:'trer] (ve.) ¥ 5,864 ,4%%

). . I . Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the listed words or expressions.

sibling depict effect maximum appeal i
discipline commercial icon alternative due to

w N

© X NSO

Koalas are considered an Australian national

. The dress is carefully styled for comfort.

And if one adult sibling became obese, the chances that the other
would also become obese increased by 40 percent.
The book him as a rather unpleasant character.
The government’s action had no on the trade imbalance.
She was a harsh mother and imposed severe on her children.
What is an image of morality? How can it be developed or restored?
This kind of music hasn’t much for me.
the recent unpredictable weather, one can easily catch a cold.

10. The mayor had no but to apologize to the towns people.

s [II. Comprehension: circle the letter of the best answer.

1.

According to the text, the following ideas about divorce are all right except

A. divorce is the result of a failed or unsuccessful marriage

B. divorce is becoming more common these days

C. divorce can separate a family and make a family broken

D. divorce has an effect on children negatively

Culture plays an important role in marriage today because .

A. people are influenced by many factors in the marriage before they get married

B. people are influenced by many factors in the marriage only after they
get married

C. people will be not influenced by many factors in the marriage until they
get married



Unit Three
D. people are not influenced by many factors in the marriage if they don'’t
get married
3. People are influenced by culture in their marriage today through the following
ways except
A. television and music B. commercials
C. internet ‘ D. self-discipline
4. The author thinks that a marriage will include the following ingredients
except
A. togetherness and happiness
B. love and support
C. disloyalty and suspicion
D. argument, and the occasional hardships of life
5. It can be inferred that the author adopts a(n) attitude towards mar-
riage and family.
A. indifferent B. negative C. pessimistic D. optimistic
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Love is a telephone which always keeps silent when you are longing for a
call, but rings when you are not ready for it. As a result, we often miss the
sweetness from the other end.

lL.ove is a telephone which is seldom program-controlled or directly dialed.
You cannot get an immediate answer by a mere ‘hello” , let alone go deep into
your lover’s heart by one call. Usually it had to be relayed by an operator, and
you have to be patient in wciting.’Destiny is the operator of this phone, who is
always irresponsible and fond of laying practical jokes to which she may make
you a lifelong victim intentionally or unintentionally.

lLove is a telephone which is always busy, when you are ready to die for
love, you only find, to your disappointment, the line Is already occupled by
someone else, and you are greeted only by a busy line. This is an eternal re-
gret handed down from generation to generation and you are only one of those
who languish for followers.

love is telephone, but It is difficult to seize the center time for dialing,
and you will let slip the opportunity if your call is elther too early or too late.

I ove is a telephone which is not always assoclated with happliness. Hon-
eyed words are transmitted by sound waves, but when the lovers are brought
together, the phone serves no purpose that many lovers observe that marriage
is the doom of love.

Love is a telephone which, when you use it for the first time, maokes you so
nervous and excited that you either hold the receiver upside down or dial the
wrong number. By the time you've calmed down, you will beat a loss to whom
you should make the call. .

Love Is a telephone which often has crossed lines. And this usually hap-
pens to you unexpectedly. Your time will either cross or be crossed. Both ca-
ses are refereed to as “triangle” . Fortunately, all such occurrences are
transient. (338 words)

From China Daily $% 38 & #




