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Umit One

Part] Reading Comprehension

As more people today have access to use of the internet through careers,
school, or home computers, the trend of communicating online is on the rise.
With the increasing popularity of this form of relationship, some individuals do
not often consider this to be a potentially dangerous situation. However, there
are people and places on the internet to be cautious of, as my own experience
clearly shows.

While taking a break from working on my home computer, I logged onto a
chat room and quickly joined in on the room discussion. I began chatting with a
male individual on this particular day, under my fake user name. 1 felt a
strange connection to this person while speaking with him. We enjoyed all the
same hobbies and activities. We had similar careers and both of us were happily
married and had children. In the midst of a conversation one day this man told
me he was in love with me. The rational side of me said he was crazy. After
all, we had only known each other for a few weeks. Still, I wanted to contin-
ue talking with him.

A short time later, he began talking about leaving our families to be to-
gether. I decided it was time to end this cyber relationship, as I had never had
any intention of actually meeting this person. I was very polite and simply ex-
plained my position to him. That evening we received the first of many prank
GEVER]) phone calls, until we finally had to change our phone number. Un-
fortunately, this wasn’t enough of a hint for this person.

He preceded to inform my husband about our “fling”. (%) My hus-
band and I eventually worked things out, but there will probably always be a
sense of distrust between us. I have spoken to many people who assure me this
does not always happen with cyber relationships. However, my experience

certainly taught me a lesson and I only hope that others realize that not every-

e 1



one is what they seem to be on the internet.

1. The story told by the narrator is about
A. her romantic on - line encounter with a man
B. how she got addicted ( F&K)) to on - line chatting
C. her terrible on - line relationship with a man
D. how her family broke up because of her on - line romance with a man
2. The narrator
A. felt the man was better than her husband
B. disliked the man after some talk with him
C. fell in love with the man
D, felt attracted to the man but was not prepared to love him
3. After they got to know each other for just'a few weeks, the man suggested
A. they make some prank jokes on their phones
B. they have a date every Sunday
C. they leave their families to live together
D. they bring their families together for a meeting
4. The narrator and her husband decide to change their phone number because
A. the woman wanted to hide from the man in spite of her passionate love for him
B. the woman was determined not to talk to the man any more
C. the man threatened to break into their house
D. the man kept troubling them by making many prank phone calls
5. When telling the story the narrator’s tone was
A. depressed and regretful
. indifferent

B
C. excited
D

. proud

This is our story, about how Kevagne and I met over the Internet, and
fell in love. We became a relationship that is bigger than both of us. When we
met, Kevagne was living in Cardiff by the sea, San Diego, California and I
was in Mount Gambier, South Australia.

Although we are two ordinary people, looking back, what happened to us
seems extraordinary. Having decided to find out ‘who might be out there’, 1

went to the Excite Classified web site and placed an advertisement (fif & Jg7/~)
s D o



in the Personals section.

Kevagne, who had previously lived in Australia for three years, and only
because of a slip of the mouse found my advertisement and replied to it eighteen
hours after it was in place. It drew her so strongly, she found it impossible to
resist. After a slow start (for a few days), the e—mails we exchanged in-
creased until they became a torrent.

We quickly discovered very similar interests and goals. And so our e —
mails were soon joined by phone calls. The wonder of finding someone with the
same favorite authors, movies and personal beliefs was soon joined by the joy
of knowing we had each discovered a similar creative spirit. Having very early
in our Internet relationship decided on complete honesty with one another, we
found great pleasure and support in openly sharing our deepest feelings through
our written creations.

At first, both of us were a little cautious in sharing some of our writing.
Soon we each found ourselves bathed in the warmth of a different, although
similar world. And so we fell in love without having met in person, all the
while knowing the importance of the physical in a relationship. This, and the

rest of our story (yes, it has a ‘happy ending’) is in the book we wrote,
which is called Internet Liaison (BE%%).

6. The passage is a story about

A. a romance in a computer class

B. a romance happened in a net bar

C. net love but failed later

D. a romantic encounter over internet between a man and a woman
7. Kevagne

A. occasionally found his ad. and replied it

B. got his email first and replied it

C. wrote to him after some influence from her friend

D. found a mistake in his ad. and wrote to him to correct it
8. They had email exchanges before they

A. met in person

B. talked on phone

C. said good bye

D. became colleagues

9. They not only shared same interests and beliefs, but also



A. lived in the same country

B. did the same job

C. had the same creative spirit

D. graduated from the same university
10. They fell in love

A. after they met in person

@

when they hadn’t met in person

before they had email contact

o0

after they wrote a book called Internet Liaison
Passage Three

My friends and I love the festive lights of blue and white streaking (2 %k
DRI ) across Orchard Road.

I can imagine the great joy when thousands flock there to welcome the new
millennium (F4F) on New Year’s Eve. I'm glad it’s not all—celebrations will
continue for months in 2000.

No doubt, good money will go into the celebrations but it’s worth it as
long as they succeed in generating nation — wide cheer and bringing people to-
gether. It’s important to remind people to be hopeful and not to fear the new
millennium.

If we leave them alone and not hold any celebration, their minds might
stray and be taken in by doomsday soothsayers (il § &) and Y2K nuts (JX
F). There are people who seriously believe that the new millennium is the
start of the end of the world, the coming of some kind of saviour (#it#),
and also, some kind of devil.

In America, citizens have been advised to stock up on necessities for a
short period in case of Y2K disruptions. Should we do the same? My answer
is: Go stock up your freezer because it’s a holiday.

Seriously, why should one worry when the government and key organizations
have declared that their systems are Y2K compliant (J[iJij ««««+- #))? Our organiza-
tions have even ensured that they have contingency (ZE#FE#) plans to handle any
crisis caused by outside parties which are not Y2K ready. When there’s globaliza-
tion, there’s always the possibility of a domino (ZXKiEE ) effect.

The older generation is also more fearful of changes. Would they have a

place in the new millennium? Would they fit into the new scheme of things?
o« 4 e



