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BENE (1997 £)

Manpower Inc., with 560, 000 workers, is the world’s largest temporary employment agency. Every
morning, its people swarm into the offices and factories of America, seeking a day’s work for a day’s pay.

One day at a time, as industrial giants like General Motors and IBM struggle to survive by reducing the
W . . . . . .
number of employees, Manpower, based in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is booming.

Even though its economy continues to recover, the US is increasingly becoming a nation of part-
timers and temporary workers. This Mwork force is the most important trend in American
business today, and it is fundamentally changing the relationship between people and their jobs. The
phenomenon provides a way for companies to remain globally competitive while avoiding market cycles
and the growing burdens imposed by employment rules, healthcare costs and pension plans. For workers

it can mean an end to the seciirity, benefits and sense of importance that came from being a loyal
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=. Bl

agency / ‘eidzonsi/ n. fREAL, 178I4L; RRE, B
[#]] agency general %42
[1E] represent, surrogate, commission
[¥R] agent (n. RE(H))

swarm / sworm / n, B8, —KRE v. AL, HFHE
[#1] The beach is swarming with bathers. #% 7% 2
RBEA
[[F]] assemble, collect, crowd, gather, cluster
[#] aswarm of —##, — 3 swarm into ¥ 37 A
swarm with %7 %, #¥ %

R

YA 56 5 R e S48 R R LR K61 Bt ﬁam@ HERXFR, BAGAHRIMBAANELRG T
T hahn®, FRA-—UERTFE. SRELATH E0, S@AAREN M BM 2449 T B KA1 EF@ T
BRERAKBARBEELET, EHNERMBRENERARATHAAATPRINEET .,

EF&%EI%%%%&WE, FRBRF it THASE R RTHE A, A “—RE ORI REZ LS L£ER
IR EENEYE RACMBRARA LA T TAALSREGX R XHARL AL BN AT —&FER, F1T
AEBEESA, ATURETHRABG &, BLHLEN ERFREMAEZLEEPROT X i
B, ¥ARMT, AFEAERBEIARE BH, THEAEA-NEFEAAGRFE,

| giant/ dzaiont /n. @ E N, KJ1+; EXNIZHPH

Hi9 @ 1A, KA adj. BEXHY, B KA

{%]] Shakespeare is a giant among writers. 3 4 bt
A~ IIHER,

[/5]] huge, colossal, enormous, gigantic, immense,
mammoth

[] diminutive (adj. 1 #1, B8, DR n
ey AR ;[ 15 1 ER)

[IR] giantlike (udj. EAAZY, EX8)

disposable / dis'pauzobl / adj. A {FEMIFH (Si4b3)

1 @



AT EE R AR S

B RIE AT n A BB & ; [R] fundament (n. £ 25, £ A R ; B %),
[#]] The advertisement is aimed at people in their fundamental (adj. a6y, 2 AN n [L] A XR
20s with high disposable incomes. iX A J~ 4 & 5§ % / ), AARE)

RAE+ Y A TEREAFGHOAL, ension / ‘penfon/ n. £ 4, BIKE vi. KIRES
[38] disposal (n. 232 ; &-HE; £ 8&), dispose (v. & [#]] “Some French farmers su]

2, #5; HF) Government pension off the older and less efficient
fundamentally / fando'mentali / adv. ZRlisth , #7434 farmers.” (E. J. Dionne, Jr. ) “— & i B R X @3

[#1] She is fundamentally unsuited to office work. FFHE DL AR B 5 6 R T AR AR T 49 R X ATBR

RARR RESMANE TH, BkA RIS mBR,” (DEEF)

[Fl] primarily [F] annuity, aid, allowance, assistance, stipend

pq, BH%S

1.

Buying a train or a bus ticket used to be a major hassle. Now any hotel ortravel ___ can book your tickets.

A. resource B. recollection C. agency D. agony

He’s just like a fly hanging atound. Sorry, notafly. It'sa __ of flies flying near your ears.

A. bunch B. swarm . C.lump D. pile ‘

They were , sometimes 8 feet long, and many of them lived in the swampy pools in which our coal seam, or
layer, formed.

A, giant B. clever C. delight D. light

Nowadays the average age at which people settle down and marry is much older than it was 30 years ago, so singles

will tend to have more income.
A. dependent B. redundant . professional D. disposable
“John Mills was a great actor, a true gentleman and a . friend; someone who made us proud to be British,”

Blair said in a statement. ‘
A. loyal : B. liar C. gangster D. predominant
vavdgo ‘SATA

Unit B L o

. EEXE (1998 )

Until recently most historians spoke very critically of the Industrial Revolution. They admitted that in

the long run industrialization greatly raised the standard of living for the average man. But they insisted
that its immediate results during the period from 1750 to 1850 were widespread poverty and misery for
the bulk of the English population. By contrast, they saw in the preceding hundred years from 1650 to
1750, when England was still a completely agricultural country, a period of great abundance and
prosperity.

This view, however, is generally thought to be wrong. Specialists in history and economics, have
shown two things: that the period from 1650 to 1750 was marked by great poverty, and that
industrialization certainly did not worsen and may have actually improved the conditions for the majority of
the populace.

& 2



F—E RERINE Wﬁﬁ%

HERA A, %k%%ﬁk#iﬁlkﬁﬁm%ﬁh#éﬁ BB, MAG, AKHRAE TR RIS
THBAEERFE, 422, /ATRHIAA AL 1750 £ 1850 -], TR EXMERNEILERABKSKAR
RARRT SRR FFEE, AMLZT, RAAAEARZINE 100# #r 1650 £ 1750 4, ABy Sk EREE
RELHREE, 2RE-AFEEEGT L,

B, EFPLEAR AR A RIRN, FEFPBRFEF RS RCEIERT HEF: A 1650 F2] 1750
FHEAVRERTHARE, ALECEREAEIARAEL; FEEHTHRRETLERXSKTFRTRENAL

EES,

=, BORIC

industrialization / inidastrislai'zeifn / n. T4k, 7= |

Akfe
[#] bring about industrialization 33T 4%
{98 industrialize (vz. & T b4t vi, T3k 4L)
average / ‘®voridz / n. © ¥, FHKFE, FHEK
@ [# 1] adj. © —BK, BEHN © FHH
vi. @ #4r @ HEE vi. © Eif @ £
(&1 ]> ‘What is the average rainfall for August in your
country? M EA R 8 ABes i BRERAS I
[F] fair, medium, middle, ordinary, usual
[F] maximum (n. ZXE, RRXBRAE, X
adi. &, k565, RRMAIRS)
[UR] averagely (adv. P33, —ffk)
[#] law of averages -F 3§ 4 on (an) average if
¥ - FHE
widespread / ‘waidspred / adj. 434G 8, ERE
[#]] awidespread disease —# k47 5%
\/misery / mizori / n. D 3%, %hi; i © K
phinaad AL
“141] Misery loves company. F} #A8H#,
[TE]] distress

. sEL&S
1. The

A, first B. average

2. Kung Fu features abundant varieties and delicate skills and has become

\

\

[52] happiness (n. ¥4, B &K)
[#%] miserable (adj. HE45, Edkeh, TH4)
preceding / pri(:)'sixdin / adj. TERTEH, RIRE
{#1) the preceding night {—%
[[E] previous, prior, former
[JR] precede (v. 4A(F), &2 #, £F)
abundance/ o'bandons / n. £, &#
[#]] The tree yields an abundance of fruit. iX i 2
iS5,
[l] plenty, profusion
[RR] lack (n. %2 , 589 A B v. Br2, T2)
[J8] abundant (adj. & &, £, B56)

/(peciallst / 'spefalist / n. E{ RN, L Z—

[#1] aspecialist in oncology —A~M 7 #+ & 4

[[E] expert

{98 special (n. 3% R ; ¥ %; 47 adj. #5189,
L EH)

\-populace / 'popjulas / n. VB

[#1] majority of the populace & Kk % % -F R T4

age at first marriage in the USA has been inching upward; it’s now 26 for women and 27 for men.

C. fundamental D. essence

physical exercises.

A. valuable ‘ B. priceless C. widespread D. worthless

3. Ofthe January sun; and not to think of any in the sound of the wind, in the sound of a few leaves.
A. prick B. prestige C. pressure D. misery

4. Rice may reign supreme in Vietnamese cuisine ( % 4£ ), but fish and seafood are not far behind in significance or
A. abundance B. pretext C. pride D. pack

5. economic considerations are what the Chinese President termed “three evil forces”—terrorism, extremism

and séparatism——which prompted the idea of a regional mechanism.

A. Lessening B. Legal

\

C. Preceding D. Dizzy

ovadg ‘sxTA

s @
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Unit B N

—. BEEXE (1999 £)

Industrial safety does not just happen. Companies with low accident rates plan their safety programs,
work hard to organize them, and continue working to keep them alive and active. When the work is well
done, a climate of accident-free operations is established where time lost due to injuries is kept at a

minimum.

Successful safety programs may differ greatly in the emphasis placed on certain aspects of the
program. Some place great emphasis on mechanical guarding. Others stress safe work practices by
observing rules or regulations. Still others depend on an emotional appeal to the worker. But, there are
certain basic ideas that must be used in every program if maximum results are to be obtained.

There can be no question about the value of a safety program. From a financial standpoint alone,
safety pays off. The fewer the injury claims, the better the workman’s insurance rate. This may mean the

difference between operating at a profit or at a loss.

=, BFEX

FAAFHER S B, FHK A RBIKG N EERE LR, R A ZHR 6 5k, HREE AL
ARBENABEHR S LRI HBBZARN, ~AMAFRAOFLFRRAEILR AXL, BARSERH

K B AR LA RIKAKT

AR\ ELTRNBAMELRRARELRRNGEF AR E LRETIROZLG P L, L0 5%
PN EFAFHNERREERLAE S, TA LR RFFLARBRGZ A OHE, PREBEFRARLR,

BHEAREHART, REABRBEARGNE

ZhEFONEBRER. FANEFARARA, BEEFLRXARSBY, GERBAY, R THKREE

HAZ, ETREAFLLEETHEAS,

=. #FiC
establish / is'teebli[ / vt. © &7, #2 @ HERE,
RE QWL FHERE @EX; B
[#1] The club has established a new rule allowing
women to join. AR HAH L T —HHNE, LiFe
AL
[[H]] demonstrate, fix, found, organize; set, settle;
prove
[ 5] demolish (ve. 837, 83k &, /)
[9B] establishment (n. # s, 4% ; &sb; 4 k)
due/dju:/n. @ Rif8Y; [ ] RifTE @ [ 18t4E,
X% adj. © NLARH, R @ EEX4 @ HiH
B (. BRI
[#1] Our thanks are due to him. K478 &k,
[[Fl] equitable, fair, fitting, proper, rightful

y

[ ] undue (adj. Ri& % 45)
[#%] dueto B 4; &3l

differ / *difa / vi. 5—3¢, N

[#1] Chinese differs greatly from Japanese in
pronunciation. X% X F Rk B E R AAR,

[Z] coincide (vi. —%, #4-)

[IR] difference (n. £, 4-3k; [# ] £ %7), different
(adj. RFI#9)

[#] agree to differ £ B A7, A EGRAREL
beg to differ & & ¥ A differ from R B F; fo--- &
BAR— % differ in £ -+ 7% & K F differ with sb. %
EAZELTRR

stress /stres /n. O Bk, B, Eh @ HH, BA

@ EFw OFHE, BR QEik



[#1] I must stress that we haven’t much time. 4% % | obtain/ab-tein/ ve. 1%, 53]

MBBRMNEA S TRET [4] I haven’t been able to obtain that book. # &
[T8]] accent, emphasis, force, importance; pressure, HERFRMAS,
strain, tension [Fl] acquire, eamn, gain, get, procure

appeal / o'pizl / n. @ 3K, PP, LiF @ ®I|H [5] lose (v ik, i#; 45ad; o kR,
vi. © 3REh @ 17, Z3K v BIF I T vi ARk k)
[#1] The government is appealing to everyone to [J8] obtainable (adj. 864F 2|49, TE]F-64)
save water, BURFoF EANATF 49 K insurance / in’ Juarans / n. fRE; fRIGEL; FRERL; FR
[TF]] beg, entreat, implore, plead %%
[#R] appealing (adj. B35 A, BiFmes, BEK [#] A balanced diet is an insurance against
184 ) malnutrition. 35 # #9382 By 1 # R R R #91R3E,
{#] appeal to & --=F*F (&K ) [¥8] insure (ve. #5418 vi. #1%)

MM, 3BLLS

1.

We sincerely hopeto _ business relations with your esteemed corporation.
'A. distribute B. establish C. arrange D. erode
And where wealthy women from most men is in their interests in socially responsible investing.
A. disagree B. esteem C. escalate D. differ

is not healthy, and it makes everyone angry.
A. Erection B. Cruise C. Stress D. Cue
Computer technology enabled the researchers to precise measurements of the volume of the front and side
sections of the brain, which relate to intellect (% 4 ) and emotion, and determine the human character.
A. obtain B. complain C. compose D. constitute
In a lifetime, many of us spend as muchon __ as we do on other things.
A. coinage B. insurance C. cluster - D. casualty

gvoag - SAE

—. HEYE (2000 %)

If a farmer wishes to succeed, he must try to keep a wide gap between his consumption and his
production. He must store a large quantity of grain instead of consuming all his grain immediately. He can
continue to support himself and his family only if he produces a surplus. He must use this surplus in three

ways: as seed for sowing, as an insurance against the unpredictable effects of bad weather and as a

commodity which he must sell in order to replace old agricultural implements and obtain chemical fertilizers

to feed the soil. He may also need money to construct Jrrigation channels and improve his farm in other

ways. If no surplus is available, a farmer cannot be self-sufficient. He must either sell some of his property
or seek extra funds in the form of loans. Naturally he will try to borrow money at a low rate of interest, but
loans of this kind are not frequently obtainable.

5 @



EWEIF L RICER R

—. BEEFX
R ARRBERBRS, RLAEER LS Z R —ARRG LI, HLARAKXESHHRE
AHELEER, —ARELAEHERF EHEREHTHREA, RRLHAUD T ZMHF XARBAZEH &
RA: GHUBH A, GBEAR, BHRHREBUEHRAAHRAIES LRI, &THREZIERG AR
B, RARAFTXEERT, wREELRTH, RERARGEAL E L, RRRFREHHIM = RA Bk
B RBERTE, RORESTEETRETR, BRI RREELIRESFIY,

=. BbiAiC
consumption / kan'samp[an/a 5%, {HEE; HE

sur

[#1] The petrol consumption of the car is very high.
B AE R R K

[2] production (n. % #; =&, &, (L)
AR)

[JR] consume (vt 46, % ; BKR; A3l vi &£
R, HR)

plus/ sorplos / n. B, AH, (&1 15 adj. 1
Fiy, BRI

[#1] Brazil has a big surplus of coffee. & & % 7
|

[[El] additional, excess, extra, supplementary, leftover
[R]) deficit (n. #F, REH)

[#%]) operation surplus & i & 4 overall surplus %
g %

commodity / ka'moditi / n. H F&

[#]] Air conditioners are one of the many
commodities that Japan sells abroad. FRAA 8 RF
$hoH R T e—Ft,

[F] product, ware

implement / "implimoant / n. T8, #8 5 vr. #), 5L

fert

M.
L.

2.

B vi. AT

[#]] The committee’s decisions will be
implemented immediately. & i &89 i & 4§ s BF 3
o '

[[F] apparatus, appliance, contraption; bring about,
carry out

[#8] implementation(n #47), implementary (adj 3%
&8, PATH)

B9
[#] He was not only a distinguished writer but a
fertilizer of other talents. o RALZA X H KR,
w AR AR AK B 6 et T, .
[JR] fertilize (v. 3, 4 F42, RRK; & 3 7 ;
124
irrigation / iri'geifan / n. © ¥ @ mhi%
[4#1] bring the farmland under irrigation 1% 4 & X
#4L
[9R] irrigate (ve. HEBE, MB7KA); A seth v ; R
vi. BATH )
sufficient / so'fifont / adj. F43HI, BEH
[#] Sufficient data have been collected for the
building project. &4 X AERTRKET £ 489
FHo
[[E]] adequate, ample, enough, plenty, satisfactory
[ ] insufficient (adj. 2 &, RéBey)
[7#] sufficiency (n. 2, 8%, RT)
fund / fand/ n. %4, R4 v. 28, 85
[%4]] public welfare fiund 2§42
[F] capital, fund, finance, investment; invest,
supply
[#%] in funds F kA4 ; A F & no funds & &K R
R(BATR T %k X Zot A #E) out of funds £ 4%
loan/loun/n. (f§H 8520 v. 15, &1H
[#] The bank loaned me some money. 4k 17 44 %5
TH—BE&,
[F]] advance, give, lend

[R] borrow (v. 4, #N, #&A)

ilizer / fortijlaizo / n. @ (L3 FEHK @ [ 1324 [JR] loanable (adj. T4 #i#9)
BAES
“If the institute’s results are correct, then the actual numbers for cocaine are much higher than the accepted

figures,” Roman Simon said.
A. assumption B. assimilation

Above all, in western areas of China, there is
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C. deterioration D. consumption

of electricity supply. So, cities that are thirsty for electricity



may ask for remote help.

A. definite B. surplus C. limited D. deliberate

The company helps businesses  growth strategies, leverage technology, and thrive through the power of
coll"‘lboration.

A. deliver B. circulate C. implement D. commemorate

To begin with, you must work hard at your lessons and be fully prepared before the exam. Without

preparation, you can hardly expect to answer all the questions correctly.

A. sufficient B. deficient C. formidable D. abundant

Suddenly ploughed tracts and channels appeared, and the glisten of flooded rice-fields; and cranes
- preceded the suburbs of Mari. ’

A. fracture B. fragment C. irrigation D. impulse

j%@*/ VO FSATH
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—. HEXE (2001 £F)

The government is to ban payments to witnesses by newspapers seeking to buy up people involved in

prominent cases such as the trial of Rosemary West.

in a significant tightening of legal controls over the press, Lord lrvine, the Lord Chancellor, will

introduce a draft bill that will propose making payments to witnesses illegal and will strictly control the
amount of publicity that can be given to a case before a trial begins.

In a letter to Gerald Kaufman, chairman of the House of Commons media select committee. Lord

Irvine said he agreed with a committee report this year which said that self regulation did not offer
sufficient control.

Publication of the letter came two days after Lord Irvine caused a storm of media protest when he

" said the interpretation of privacy controls contained in European legislation would be left to judges rather
than to Parliament.

The Lord Chancellor said introduction of the Human Rights Bill, which makes the European

Convention on Human Rights legally binding in Britain, laid down that everybody was entitled to privacy
and that public figures could go to court to protect themselves and their families.

“Press freedoms will be in safe hands with our British judges,” he said.
Witness payments became an issue after West was sentenced to 10 life sentences in 1995. Up to 19

witnesses were said to have received payments for telling their stories to newspapers. Concerns were

raised that witnesses might be encouraged to exaggerate their stories in court to ensure guilty verdicts.
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ﬁ "’ EFRFHRAZORICENHS

ke — A R, EFWR, FHRAZ T,

KEEWR, AABEEIOSINBIF(RHNARAMYIELERDE T EHEARS, EMETAAREFTAALL
A, AXAMATGE Lk ARY B AL RAHRF,

fedd: “HEMEBAETRAL, A AIHERLE,”

1995 4, ¥ B -5 Hada sl 10 B, b5, AR AEAGBORRA AN L ize) M, BHHA $iL 19
MEAH TAMR AL LB A KT TR, XA AR T A EIE, AN T HERSEPIARE, 0T

WA BEFR LS REMNZHGER,

=. ®DAC

ban/bzn /n B4 v 28, BUEF(HTIE)
[#1] Smoking is banned in school. F % 2158,
[[A] exclude, forbid, prohibit, bar, block, obstruct,
outlaw
[JZ] approval (n. % &, KA, £ X #%),
permission (n. ¥, A3F)

witness / "witnis / n. [ BEA, Bi#; iEdE, WEH,
IE ve. Bz, he--FEUE, IEH vi FEIE, YERIESE
[#1] His tears witnessed the shame he felt. £ ) 1%
BB A,
[[R]] observe, perceive, see, behold, discern, glimpse

prominent / ‘prominant / adj. O H#K @ B EH,
S

[#i] A single tree in a field is prominent. W3 L — |

HRIREZHHRZRBIRG,

[[El] celebrated, distinguished, eminent, famous,

great, important

[] anonymous (adj. B %&)

[JR] prominently (adv. %3 3.), prominence (7.
T, BF, Ehip)

significant /sig-nifikent/adj A H W, BAH), HEHK

[#] a significant speech &=k if ¥ 4 #%
[[F]] important
[5] insignificant
[J&] significance (n. &3, T&4%)
tighten / 'taiton / v. 28 %%, 0%, fr'%
[#]] Will you tighten this screw? It’s very loose. 1§
FEAAE 3 BRI EART
{JZ ] loosen (v. B FF, #hs, #AFF)
[JR] tightening (n. L%, B &, B%)
legal / 'lixgal / adj. B, BE5ERY, SH:H
[#]] alegal holiday % /& B
[[F]] lawful, admissible, authorized, just
[2]) illegal (adj. k8, REHEH)
[VB] legality (n. ©4i @ BF %M@ sk LM
X4)
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chancellor / 'tfamsalo / n. K'E, KE.
[#1] the Lord Chancelior X % &
draft / dra:ft / n. BLRG, HE, BE; FR v &2,
H--- TR, Bt
(1] draftabill 3¥EE%
[FF] bill, drawing; enlistment, enrollment, induction;
draw up, pen( %, &%)
[JB] drafting (n. #23%)
(%] ondraft # K9, AHBAREY, A—AKE
B(H B ) TRIRY
committee / ko'miti/ n: HH &
[#]] Our club has a committee on entertainments.
BEANRRFH - N EFEREFINER S,
[[Fl] council, delegation, group
[J&] committeeman (n. £ 7 )
protest / pro‘test / n. @ E3K, ¥iF @ Hi v. © £
ik, BiE @ W@ ER
[#]] The people made a protest about the rise in
prices. A4 L AR 7 4RI,
[[E] disapprove, dispute, dissent, object
[E])agree (vi. @&, H---—5, Rik; &S
vt. Bl &)
[JR] protestatory (adj. £ FHRB(KFAB)E)
privacy / 'praivasi / n. M TIAZ T, %
[#]] We must respect other’s privacy. H 415 %4
EHAMREA,
[IA] cloister, hideaway, intimacy, isolation, sanctum,
seclusion, secrecy
(UR] private (adj. oA, FaAed, R B, %
Wn +E)
convention / kon'venfon/n. O K< ; thE @ 4,
it
[#]] social conventionsﬁia‘:\ 345
[J&] conventional (adj. 1414, ¥ #65, 4569,
Ge)
verdict / "vardikt / n. @ [ 1(FEHHI8 B, Bk,



E—EF nBNE ?
Hr @ ik, ik [[Fl] judgment, decision, decree, determination,
[#1] The verdict was that the prisoner was guilty. | pronouncement
Kk RPAFE, }

M. sBiss)
1. Shenzhen will
million yuan (US$2. 5 million) in case of a bird flu outbreak.
A. ban B. incorporate C. knit D. knot

2. China will rapid development of its space industry, with the launch of programs for a space station, moon

the raising of poultry inside the special economic zone and buy anti-flu drugs worth 20

probe and new-type rockets in the next 30 years.

A. leak B. witness . C. lean D. pledge

3. Exceptional children are different in some way from others of the same age. For these children to develop
to their full adult potential, their education must be adapted to those differences.
A. popular B.dim - C. portable D. significant

4. The army has roughly doubled in size since 1988, when it bloodily suppressed a wave of and installed itself
in power. %—&}
A. protest B. position C. postpone D. pour

5. You’re carefully protected bya ____ policy where personal information is strictly treated as confidential.
A. portray B. primitive C. privacy D. procedure

ovagay sSATY

—. BEEXE (2002 £)

Compiris_;ons were drarwn between the development of television in the 20th century and the diffusion
of printing in the 15th and 16th centuries. Yet much had happened between. As was discussed before, it
was not until the 19th century that the newspaper became the dominant pre-electronic medium, following
in the wake of the pamphlet and the book and in the company of the periodical. It was during the same
time that the communications revolution speeded up, beginning with transport, the railway, and leading on
through the telegraph, the telephone, radio, and motion pictures into the 20th-century world of the motor
car and the air plane. Not everyone sees that process in perspective. It is important to do so.

It is generally recognized, however, that the introduction of the computer in the early 20th century,
followed by the invention of the integrated circuit during the 1960s, radlgally changed the process, :
although its impact on the media was not immediately apparent. As time went by, computers became
smaller and more powerful, and they became “personal” too, as well as institutional, with display
becoming sharper and storage capacity increasing. They were thought of, like people, in terms of
generations, with the distance between generations much smaller.

[t was within the computer age that the term “information society” began to be widely used to
describe the context within which we now live. The communications revolution has influenced both work
and leisure and how we think and feel both about place and time, but there have been controversial views
about its economic, political, social and cultural implications. “Benefits” have been weighed against
“harmful” outcomes. And generalizations have proved difficult. S5
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