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Economic and Political Development in the
Five Central Asian States Present and Outlook

BFu, Jen-kun

Abstract

The disintegration of the former Soviet Union in 1992 gave rise to the
independence of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmen, and Tajikistan in
Central Asia. These five Central Asian states have a combined area of 4.017 million
square kilometers with a population of roughly 60 million. This area was historically
the convergent point of the ancient Silk Road, a hub between the Chinese Mainland
and the European continent. The area now represented by the five nations, generally
referred to as Central Asia, has rich historical relics and cultural heritage.

However, Central Asia today is mired in political, economic and social
complexities. These include incessant power struggles, frequent armed conflicts in
border areas, reduced water resources and arable lands, worsening cross-border
criminal activities, and rampant drug trafficking and gunrunning, just to name a few.
Despite these problems, world powers, either state or non-state, organized syndicates
or individuals have attempted eagerly to get a toehold in this area, for its abundant
energy resources, raw materials, and huge market for consumer products. Here
remains a truly virgin land for competitors of various interests. And, this 1s
particularly true in terms of geopolitics. Central Asia has played an undeniable role
on the world stage in this 21st Century.

Keywords: Soviet Union, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmen, Tajikistan, Silk Road,
Geopolitics
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