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Born in 1941 at Tokyo and graduated from the De-
partment of Architecture, Shibaura Industrial
University, Yoshikawa Isao has for long been engaged
in research of Japanese gardens and classical

architecture. In 1963 he founded the Japanese Gar-

den Research Association and started the publication

of "Garden Research" magazine. As the President of

the Japanese Garden Research Association, Yoshikawa
Isao is the author of about 40 books, including "Tech-
niques of Famous Japanese Gardens", "Biographies
in Connection with Japanese Gardens", "A Dictionary
of Garden Plants", and "Well-known Chinese Gardens

in the Area South of the Lower Yangtze".
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PREFACE

Suzhou is a city of gardens with a long history. There existed records of gardens prior to the Qin Dynasty. The tradition of garden construction has been
handed down from generation to generation as is evident in garden descriptions in the ensuing dynastic periods. Scattered here and there among hills and
watercourses, and located inside and outside the city of Suzhou, hundreds of gardens, known as "urban scenery", were created during the Ming and Qing
Dynasties, serving as excellent examples of man living in harmony with Mother Nature. Nine specimens of the classical gardens of Suzhou, namely, the
Humble Administrator's Garden, the Lingering Garden, the Master-of-Nets Garden, the Mountain Villa with Embracing Beauty, the Canglang Pavilion, the
Lion Forest Garden, the Garden of Cultivation, the Couple's Garden Retreat, and the Retreat & Reflection Garden of Wujiang, have been inscribed on the
World Heritage List. "

Mpr.Yoshikawa Isao is the President of the Japanese Garden Research Association, an honorary Director of the Suzhou Landscape Garden Society and an
~ adviser to the Photographers' Association of Suzhou City. From 1983 onwards he came to Suzhou every year; sparing no pains in studying Chinese garden
architecture and landscape gardening, and in carrying out academic exchanges. During a span of almost 20 years he traveled throughout Suzhou including
all county-level cities placed under the jurisdiction of Suzhou and accumulated a wealth of material concerning the classical gardens of Suzhou. In order to
make known to the world the art of Suzhou landscape gardening, Mr.Yoshikawa Isao compiled and wrote "A Pictorial Record of Suzhou Gardens" which
contains 35 classical gardens of Suzhou, each having brief explanations. With a garden expert's special eye, he feels profound affection towards the ancient
city of Suzhou as well as the art of its classical gardens, and shows his careful observation, proper understanding, thorough study, sagacious thought, and

great appreciation of the classical gardens of Suzhou by means of superfine pictures taken by him.

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the resumption of Sino-Japanese diplomatic relations, 1'd like to congratulate Mr.Yoshikawa Isao upon the

publication of "A Pictorial Record of Suzhou Gardens". May Sino-Japanese people's friendship like the brilliant art of Suzhou gardens be lasting forever and
ever.

Xu Wentao
Director of the Suzhou Municipal Administrative Bureau of Gardens and Afforestation
Honorary Director-General of the Suzhou Municipal Landscape Garden Society




X

BRI 2 M RS 2 R AR C b 5. ACTTAT O ZRRDAs. BURK OIS 23054 L - B iR 5 = &% < . JEE 0%
LIEAB L LT e,

ﬁﬁﬁﬂ«ﬁﬂwﬁﬁ»%)oﬁimunw\w%ﬁﬁoﬁmuu\@Aﬁﬁfmﬁtbat:aﬁﬁ#orwao:n

Sk YRR OFR2 S 0. EIRORSN KO, N TEHREFE AL BRI AR TR E R AL
Hs. Z Rk, MBGE. BEE. SEE. BELE EIRT. BT, S R & ST o RERE . BRI
BRORFNEE LT, 24 22 ofHRSLEPEC ¢ Bege nre,

HThSEA ORISR T & 0. 2 ERMTTRGENY 2 0 283 o, ST RHARN T 65, 54
PR 1983FELIR. FEEfEL & ¥, MEED L ) CERM e, FIAERE L IERER OMITT e R AT A T 2 H 1
fo &6 CAHUEL b TEMN Z ORI Bl Rk e s n, BE 4 FNEE e Bs he, AR, S
D 12 UERM O BEIMEERT £ L N T 5 HT, FFC ERMEREEE) 2iRe s et £ 2 ONFEER MM
X35 Dbk & (45 L. BBk & CREESLE(TL 2 0T h B, ThE— ANOREMEFIRO Holgr HiEL SHET
b BRMNEIARC T 285 L BIE, BIST B, & 5 CTIRERM & 2 2 b B EMER~ 0 o iR 0B A L
VWis,

AtECHHEZ EHLI0EEL » I EOETH Y . HIIED K2 2 ogfl it Cfib s = &, fHc g
Bi~=ffiflie 3 2 & ev i s, FTHMEARO KA. GFMOBEMERO £ 7 CHHELEC S L 2BIL0Th 5,

HMTEARAELEELS A K
HMNTRETEARSELEEF R
e LH

S A e

‘f@\fé\

&

:éﬁ‘ G




ENNS 2

A MBHMEA CAUL204E T, H AR RN LRk, il itk 1) C75 00 A0, BUE rN Al CRRINE S,

S B KAV TR AE T AR SE . BT A “TIR AR R, M AR R 2 UE, #sc T H i, &
A 2500 45 BRI IRMN B LR ik, SULIRERIE, —He X ANEEREZE.,

W, PRGN SCIE R R BRI, 2 ASBRAF B AR L nT DAE AT A Y B S Ak . Horn A LA el b el I &
| Z R S E RS R SO ™ 4ok

B AR BEPR SR T B ARS8, (EUOUE M B AR A A 2 R SRk e 2 4 . SIS AL, TES N ANE S tE 2 b4

BUT A CPTEARRY A RS, Xt TR O SR T sk RS OO I 2R, EASAT S ORI . 5B FE bk
HHLS bk, BRI, AEARTE AR B A — ST, S MO AR, R T R SE A SR R B A A At
PEARY, MR AT, SCA R E .,

AR PR S BT RIE R, WM T T 2% ), iX AR L R e 2 1 A i 2& A,
HIRBARAEA A, HERIL KR g ik, | o HF
BT, BT S A TR T 3 AR S ST 5 13, Il 5 Bl AR AR SRR £ A AL 35 5 i A & L TC o5 ik D . ST Bl
PRI el rp I Y 35 AN AR FNZ) 200 8 1 G AR k4 %17

S5 A HH RO 55 e SR B P 27 2 ) 6 o7 S AR AR 2 N ACHA 345 50 ASTF IR o T S2 31 1 S50 H 1l e b R AL 2 B )
R 2, XRIERSENABIET, HRANESE, Rk, Tl BRI 2328 B AR IR A A




BB LA B A AS R LR 3K A W e , Al —FF M 1 S Brh ORISR D e A A e ]
v oL ,
BARBALLLK S 7

FOREWORD

a year. Indeed Suzhou has now become my second hometown.

What attracts me most are the classical gardens of Suzhou. "The gardens in the area south of the Lower Yangtze>aré. better than any
other gardens under the sun, and the gardens of Suzhou beat them all", as the saying is. That cannot be disputed. With a history going
back more than 2500 years, Suzhou, a place appealing to men of letters and artists, has for long been celebrated for its economic
prosperity and cultural attainments. In many respects, Suzhou culture reached its apogee during the Ming and Qing Dynasties. A large
number of the Ming or Qing gardens has survived to the present day, serving to awaken reminiscences of the past, nine of which have
been inscribed on the World Heritage List by UNESCO during recent years.

The beauty of the classical gardens is derived from Mother Nature. Not interested in the literal or actual appearance of things, well-

cultured artists of Suzhou thoughtfully and masterly constructed garden-residences of great excellence, being considered as representing




“y their own ideal microcosms. As silent poems and stereoscopic pictures, the gardens of Suzhou were brought into existence by harmonizing buildings,

es, watercourses and vegetation, and transcending from reality to ideality.

For many years, I've made my best endeavors to truly express the beauty of the classical gardens of Suzhou. Well, easier said than done. First of
all, I have to gain a deeper and better understanding of every classical garden of Suzhou, familiarize myself with every tranquil corner, and then
possess an artistic eye different from the one for viewing the art of Japanese gardens, which is my major; to judge rightly the value of them. I have not
formulated my aesthetic methods without a hitch until quite recently. It deserves to be noted that the charming and changing perspectives of the
classical gardens of Suzhou shown as lighted up in different time-periods find their endless manifestations. After selecting about 200 pictures taken
in 35 different classical gardens of Suzhou, I've decided to let them come out in a matter-of-fact way and dedicate them to the general public.

I take great pleasure in acknowledging the support of members of the Suzhou Municipal Landscape Garden Society and numerous friends in the
publication of this book. Also, I feel highly honored by the meticulous help of Xu Wentao, Director of the Suzhou Municipal Administrative Bureau of
Gardens and Afforestation, who wrote a preface to the book. Thankful acknowledgment is made to Mr.-Wang Wei, an old friend of mine, who shared
his knowledge of the classical gardens of Suzhou with me, and to Mr.Zhang Weiming who devoted his time and energy to making the publication of
"A Pictorial Record of Suzhou Gardens" possible. Finally I should like to express my gratitude to Mr.Sun Laiqing for his translation of the book from
Japanese to Chinese, and to record my great appreciation to Mr.Dong Xiaoming who rendered it into English. -

Yoshikawa Isao
President of the Japanese Garden Research Association
Jan.2002
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THE HUMBLE ADMINISTRATOR'S GARDEN

Located at the northeastern corner of the ancient city
of Suzhou, the Humble Administrator's Garden was first
built under the Ming Dynasty and rebuilt under the Qing
Dvnasty, serving as the finest specimen of the classical
gardens in the area south of the Lower Yangize. It consists
of the eastern, middle and western parts with the middle
part being the oldest and the western part next 1o it. The
borrowed view of the North Temple Pagoda from the west
at the entrance to the middle part is considered to be the

most wonderful.
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The Hall of Distant Fragrance
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The Mountain-in-View Tower
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