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The scene is laid in the ancient city of Verona
where two of its noblest houses, the Montagues
and the Capulets, have for generations been
nursing a family feud. As the curtain rises, we
find young Benvolio, of the house of Montague,
and young Tybalt, of the house of Capulet, and
their servants fighting on the streets of Verona.
Old Montague and Capulet themselves, attracted
by the clamor of the fray, attempt to join the
fight, when Escalus, prince of Verona, rides up
with a guard and disperses them. Escalus, en-
raged by this fresh outburst, threatens that if
any of either family shall ever again disturb the
peace, that man shall die. The crowd breaks up
and goes its separate ways. Romeo plans with
Benvolio to become an uninvited guest at a
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masquerade ball given at the house of Capulet.
It is the night of the ball. The festive board has
been cleared for dancing, and the hundreds of
torches illuminating the great hall flicker like
burning diamonds to the music pulsing on the
air. Romeo, masked, comes upon Juliet and

speaks to her.

If I profane with my unworthiest hand

This holy shrine, the gentle fine is this,

My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand

To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss.

Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hand too

— 8
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much,

Which mannerly devotion shows in this;

For saints have hands that pilgrims’ hands do
touch,

And palm to palm is holy palmers’ kiss. -

Have not saints lips, and holy palmers, too?

Ay, pilgrim, lips that they must use in prayer.

O, then, fair saint, let lips do what hands do;

They pray, grant thou, lest faith turn to
despair.

Saints do not move, though grant for prayers’

sake.
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