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Example 1

Robert Spring,a 19th century forger,was so good at his profession that he was
able to make his living for 15 years by selling false signatures of famous Americans.
Spring was born in England in 1813 and arrived in Philadelphia in 1858 to open a
bookstore. At first he prospered by selling his small but genuin collection of early U.
S autographs (¥ £ % £ ). Discovering his ability at copying handwriting, he began
imitating signatures of George Washington and Ben Franklin and writing them on the
title pages of old books. To lessen the chance of detection,he sent his forgeries (44 i&
#) to England and Canada for sale and circulation.

Forgers have a hard time selling their products. A forger can’t approach a re-
spectable buyer but must deal with people who don’t have much knowledge in the
field. Forgers have many ways to make their work look real. For example,they buy
old books to use the aged paper of the title page,and they can treat paper and ink

with chemicals.



In Spring’s time,right after the Civil War,Britain was still fond of the Southern
States,so Spring invented a respectable maiden lady known as Miss Fanny Jackson,
the only daughter of General “Stonewall” Jackson. For several years Miss Fanny’s fi-
nancial problem forced her to sell a great number of letters and manuscripts belong-
ing to her famous father. Spring had to work very hard to satisfy the demand. All this
activity did not prevent Spring from dying in poverty,leaving sharp-eyed experts the
difficult task of separating his forgeries from the originals.

Questions
1. Why did Spring sell his false autographs in England and Canada?

A. There was a greater demand there than in America.

B. There was less chance of being detected there.

C. Britain was Spring’s birthplace.

D. The prices were higher in England and Canada.

2. After the Civil War,there was a great demand in Britain for

A. Southern money

B. signatures of George Washinton and Ben Franklin

C. Southern manuscripts and letters

D. Civil War battle plans
3. Robert Spring spent 15 years

A. running a bookstore in Philadelphia

B. corresponding with Miss Fanny Jackson

C.as a forger

D. as a respectable dealer
4. According to the passage,forgeries are usually sold to

A. sharp-eyed experts

B. persons who aren’t experts

C. book dealers

D. owners of old books
5. Who was Miss Fanny Jackson?

A. The old daughter of General “Stonewall” Jackson.

B. A little-known girl who sold her father’s papers to Robert Spring.

C. Robert Spring’s daughter.

D. An imaginary person created by Spring.
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Example 2

Elizabeth Blackwell was born in England in 1821,and emigrated to New York
City when she was ten years old. One day she decided that she wanted to become a
doctor. That was nearly impossible for a woman in the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury. After writing many letters seeking admission to medical schools,she was finally
accepted by a doctor in Philadaphia. So determined was she, that she taught school
and gave music lessons to earn money for her tuition.

In 1849,after graduation from medical school,she decided to further her educa-
tion in Paris. She wanted to be a surgeon,but a serious eye infection forced her to a-
bandon the idea.

Upon to the United States,she found it difficult to start her own practice be-
cause she was a woman. By 1857 Elizabeth and her sister,also a doctor,along with
another female doctor managed to open a new hospital,the first for women and chil-
dren. Besides being the first female physician and founding her own hospital ,she also
established the first medical school for women.

Questions
1. Why couldn’t Elizabeth Blackwell realize her dream of becoming a surgeon?



A. She couldn’t get admitted to medical school.
B. She decided to further her education in Paris.
C. A serious eye infection halted her quest.
D. It was difficult for her to start a practice in the United States.
2. What main obstacle almost destroyed Elizabeth’s chances for becoming a doctor?
A. She was a woman.
B. She wrote too many letters.
C. She couldn’t graduate from medical school.
D. She couldn’t establish her hospital.
3. All of the following are “firsts” in life of Elizabeth Blackwell,except .
A. She became the first female physician.
B. She was the first woman surgeon.
C. She and several other women founded the first hospital for women and chil-
dren.

D. She established the first medical school for women.
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Example 1

Plastics are materials which are softened by heat and set into lasting form when
shaped in a mold. Some are natural; Some are semisynthetic,the result of chemical
action on a natural substance ;some are synthetic,built up from the constituents of oil
or coal. All are based on the chemistry of carbon, with its capacity for forming
chains. The molecules that compose them (monomers)link together in the setting or
curing process to form chains (polymers) ,which give plastics their flexible strength.
Some plastics retain their ability to be softened and reshaped;like wax,they are ther-
moplastic. Others set permanently in the shapes they are given by heat and pressure;
like eggs,they are thermosetting.

From industrial beginnings in the nineteenth century, plastics have struggled
through a hundred and twenty years of glory,failure,disrepute and suspicion on the
slow road to public acceptance. Now,at last,one can positively say that plastics are
appreciated and enjoyed for what they are;that they make modern life richer,more
comfortable and convenient,and also more fun. Plastics are warm materials, sympa-
thetic to the human touch,and their transformation into things that come into con-
tact with human beings is entirely appropriate. )

The fact that there are plastics antiques comes as a shock to most people. How
can a material that seems so essentially twentieth-century,and one that is so much
associated with cheap,disposable products,have a history at all?It is a young technol-
ogy,and a great part of the fun of collecting plastics is that beautiful pieces of histori-

cal interest can still be found very cheaply.

Questions
1. Which of the following is necessary to create any type of plastics?
A. Carbon B. Eggs
C.0il D. Coal
2. Plastics that harden into permanent shapes are called
A. chained B. thermoplastic
C. monomeric D. thermosetting

3. What historical information does the second paragraph give about plastics?
A. They originated primarily as road-surfacing materials.
B. They have come into general use very gradually.
C. Their popularity was at its height at the time of the Industrial Revolution.
D. The earlist types were soft and did not last very long.

4. Why does the author mention antiques in the third paragraph?



A. Some plastic objects are now considered antiques.
B. Plastics replicas of valuable antiques are relatively common.
C. Young collectors prefer real antiques to plastic objects.

D. Dealers use inexpensive plastic part to repair valuable antiques.
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Example 2

Honeybees cannot live alone. Their body structure and instincts equip them for
life in a colony or community,where they have a complex social organization and the
various duties are divided among the individuals according to physical fitness and
age. An individual worker bee cannot reproduce itself. While it may continue to live if
forcibly isolated from its mates,it fails to care for itself adequately,and soon dies.
Most insects have the ability to hibernate in winter,but the honeybee seems to have
lost this. Since at low temperatures the bee will die,it must have the ability to make
its own enviroment,so far as temperature is concerned. This makes a colony neces-
sary to the bees in winter,so that they may collectively warm each other. Efficiency,
if not necessity,demands that the work of the colony be divided,and such a division
of labour tends to enhance the need to maintain the colony. The physical structure of
the honeybee is further suited for the defense of the entire colony rather than for its
own defense. The bee’s barbed sting is used only once and is made more effective by
the fact that it is left behind in the victim. With the loss of the sting,however,the

6



bee dies. This kind of defensive weapon is not of service to the individual,but to the
community.
Questions
1. According to the passage,bees are fitted for communal life by virtue of their
A. flexibility and initiative.
B. intelligence and sensitivity.
C. independence and endurance.
D. instincts and form
2. According to the passage,a worker bee may survive for a short time even if it is
A. deprived of its sting.
B. denied access to oxygen.
C.isolated from other bees.
D. exposed to a wide range of temperature.
3. It can be infered from the passage that at one time bees had the ability to
A.increase their activity in lower temperatures.
B. leave cold climates during winter.
C. remain dormant through periods of cold weather.
D. construct insulated hives.
4. According to the passage,bees differ from most other communities of insects in
their need to
A. reproduce in large numbers
B. control the temperature where they live.
C. divide the work of their colonies.
D. have a complex defense system.
5. According to the passage,the honeybee’s sting is particularly effective because it
A. has many potential uses
B. can kill several victims at once.
C.is located in the rear of the bee’s body.
D. remains with the bee’s victim
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Example 1

I heard many parents complaining that their teen-age children are rebelling. I

wish it were so. At your age you ought to be growing away from your parents. You
8



should be learning to stand on your own two feet. But take a good look at the present
rebellion. It seems that teen-agers are taking the same way of showing that they dis-
agree with their parents. Instead of striking out boldly on their own,most of them
are clutching at one another’s hands for reassurance.

They claim they want to dress as they please. But they all wear the same
clothes. They set off in new directions in music. But somehow they all end up hud-
dled round listening to the same record. Their reason for thinking or acting in thus-
and-such a way is that the crowd is doing it. They have come out of their cocoon--in-
to a larger cocoon (& #).

It has become harder and harder for a teen-ager to stand up against the populari-
ty wave and to go his or her own way. Industry has firmly carved out a teen-age mar-
ket. These days every teen-ager can learn from the advertisements what a teen-ager
should have and be. And many of today’s parents have come to award high marks for
the popularity of their children. All this adds up to a great barrier for the teen-ager
who wants to find his or her own path.

But the barrier is worth climbing over. The path is worth following. You may
want to listen to classical music instead of going to a party. You may want to collect
rocks when everyone else is collecting records. You may have some thoughts that you
don’t care to share at once with your classmates. Well, go to it. Find yourself. Be
yourself. Popularity will come--with the people who respect you for who you are.
That is the only kind of popularity that really counts.

Questions
1. The auther’s purpose in writing this passage is to tell

A. readers how to be popular with people arround.

B. teen-agers how to learn to decide things for themselves.

C. parents how to control and guide their children.

D. people how to understand and respect each other.

2. According to the author,many teen-agers think they are brave enough to act on
their own,but,in fact,most of them

A. have much difficulty understanding each other.

B. lack confidence.

C. dare not cope with problems single-handed.

D. are much afraid of getting lost.

3. Which of the following is Not true according to the passage?
A. There is no popularicy that really counts.
B. What many parents are doing is in fact hindering their children from finding
9



their own paths.

C. It is not necessarily bad for a teen-ager to disagree with his or her class-

mates.

D. Most teen-agers claim that they want to do what they like to,but they are ac-
tually doing the same.

4. The author thinks of advertisements as

A. convincing B. influential

C. instructive D. authoritative
5. During the teen-age years,one should learn to

A. differ from others in as many ways as possible.

B. get into the right season and become popular.

C. find one’s real self.

D. rebel against parents and the popularity wave.
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Example 2

The case for college has been accepted without question for more than a genera-
tion. All high school graduates ought to go,says conventional wisdom and statistical
evidence,because college will help them earn more money, become “better”people,
and learn to be more responsible citizens than those who don’t go.

But college has never been able to work its magic for everyone. And now that
close to half our high school graduates are attending,those who don’t fit the pattern
are becoming more numerous,and more obvious. College graduates are selling shoes
and driving taxis;college students interfere with each other’s experiments and write
false letters of recommendation in the intense competition for admission to graduate
school. Others find no stimulation in their studies,and drop out——often encouraged

by college administrators.

Some observers say the fault is with the young people themselves they are
spoiled and they are expecting too much. But that is a condemnation of the students
as a whole,and doesn’t explain all campus unhappiness. Others blame the state of the
world,and they are partly right. We have been told that young people have to go to
college because our economy can’t absorb an army of untrained eighteen-year-olds.
But disappointed graduates are learning that it can no longer absorb an army of
trained twenty-two-year-olds,either.

Some adventuresome educators and campus watchers have openly begun to sug-
gest that college may not be the best,the proper,the only place for every young per-
son after the completion of high school. We may have been looking at all those sur-
veys and statistics upside down,it seems,and through the rosy glow of our own re-
membered college experiences. Perhaps college doesn’t make people intelligent ,ambi-
tious, happy, liberal, or quick to learn things—— maybe it is just the other way
around, and intelligent, ambitious, happy, liberal, quick-learning people are merely
the ones who have been attracted to college in the first place. And perhaps all those
successful college graduates would have been successful whether they had gone to
college or not. This is heresy to those of us who have been brought up to believe that
if a little schooling is good ,more has to be much better. But contrary evidence is be-
ginning to mount up.

Questions
1. According to the author
A. people used to question the value of college education

B. people used to have full confidence in higher education
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