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A Moderate Residence
The Luxury in Details

A Riverside Apartment
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A Meditative Living Space Inspired by Nature GEZR, ERERTA

The Collision of Masculine and Feminine Qualities A& 4%, BERERL
|

The Resort to Heart
Less is More
A Transcendent Sanctuary

A Succinct House

A Paradise of Happiness and Peace

Fresh and Natural Zen-style House

A House Immersed in Rural Context
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A Soft Japanese-style House Nk X ACECE LY I
A House with a Balance between Privacy and Openness A&, S8 A
The Sky is the Limit RER] < ER
A Real Reclusion KT H
Double-city Life 2 A2 R A2
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A Chinese-style Flat B g XE4L |

Southeast Asian-style Zen House PhHEAK T SHRE ‘
An Oriental Residence L5RA, —F—RAE
A Simple and Tranquil Villa ki hk, 2EAHA
A Leisure House REE4L, BLHL
A Flat Reflecting the Inner State of Mind #HA AR AR
A Carefully-designed Chinese-style Mansion A &K F XA
A House of Local Style HAWAFAR

E TI E‘g\ Supporting Facilities .

A Secluded Hotel EARTDEFRE
A House Overlooking the World RYER, RETHAY ‘
A Restaurant with its Wonderful Details AL, Ttk KER
A Combination of Traditional and Contemporary Styles AEAEALXQ T %
A Tranquil Restaurant BARERRL, BEKEL |
Multi-art Zen-style Space 3BLA, BAARETA
A Contemporary Restaurant in Traditional Cultural Context ERER, EHERIK ‘
An Exotic Resort FHEAH, RERYE |
A Tropical Resort ARER, RERFHRAHS

A Modern Thai-style SPA RRAXGORHLE %
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Without stuffing decorations or fancy colors, Modern Zen Style features contemporary elements incorpo-
rated into simple layout, while maintaining its deep historical and cultural background. The combination of

simple modern style and elegant classical Zen displays endless possibilities.






In David Hicks' refurbishment of this two-storey
house, an orderly steel structure lined in glass, Con-
fucian simplicity was combined with Modernist think-
ing. The solid concrete rendered building at the front
of the property was painted Japanese black giving
the building a strong graphic quality. The negative
space of the black backdrops were used to fash-
ion contemplation gardens of exquisite lightness.
Though not a strict adherent to the tenets of the Zen
landscaper, Hicks' placed large wire tumbleweeds
and a reclining Buddha into the entry garden with
the same sensitivity to asymmetric composition. In
Asian cultures the spaces within compound walls
are treated as interiors. The outdoor incorporation
of art that might ordinarily go inside reinforces this

oriental feeling. It is also very resort glamour.

The pre-existing house was in a state of disrepair
and the hierarchy of spaces did not work. Its new
owner was keen to lighten the palette, evolve the
boxed-in kitchen to a more extraverted space and
transform the little nook bathrooms into lavish hotel
style sanctuaries. This design direction is not sur-
prising when considering Hicks' expertise in bou-

tique hotel design.

The living areas were re-arranged and the service
areas were re-worked to fit in with the scale of the
house. Elements such as the en-suite vanity, now
eight metres long, were made more monumental
and more streamlined. And more glossy, in that

Gucci showroom kind of way.
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kitchen, the hub of the double height pavilion which serv-
iced the dinning-room on one side and an informal living-room on
the other, was re-defined as a linear open-ended strip - all white
gloss, Calacutta marble and stainless steel. All lighting has been
concealed to veil the perimeter windows in a soft glowing light
at nighttime. This glass box, positioned as a central zone of the

house providing a light and spacious place to live.

Where modernism was not available pieces of furniture were cus-
tom designed such as the three-metre-long dining table in Macas-
sar ebony timber. This richly figured timber, finished to a mirror
shine, was carried through to the back of the house on the timber
wall panelling in the study and television room. Centralised in this
timber box is the mirrored bathroom complete with concealed
overhead shower and timber deck flooring to match the swim-

ming pool.

The swimming pool and deck area was designed as a luxury
‘resort style” pampering area that is tranquil and relaxing. The
decking combined with sawn cut bluestone and modernist Eames
fibreglass chairs provides a great entertaining area complete with
BBQ. The stone Buddha, found on a trip to Bali, was placed as

the focal point to the design adding that touch of contemplation.
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