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A hobby is defined as an activity
done regularly in one’s leisure time
for pleasure. An addiction is a recur-
ring compulsion by an individual to
engage in some specific activity. The
word is also used colloquially to refer
to some activity for which a person
has an overwhelming passion. We
usually think that hobbies are harm-
less and addictions are dangerous,
because hobbies can make our lives
more colourful while addictions inflict
physical or spiritual dependency on
something to degrees that we can-
not control. In reality though, the
differences between hobbies and ad-
dictions can often be confusing. Most
addictions begin as hobbies. Everyone
spends time and energy on hobbies,
but if excessive passion about a hobby
affects one’s life in a negative way, it
becomes addiction from which it is
hard to escape.
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Imll E Listen to three speakers talking about their childhood hobbies. Complete the
. following chart with the information you hear.

Transformers are robots that turn into other things. Usually they turn into vehicles,
like cars or jets. Transformers started in 1984 as a line of toys, but then an animated
series and a comic book were created. Optimus Prime and Megatron are the names of two

robots among many examples.

R P T R

Name Hobbies " The significance of their ho
Luther 1) | They are 2) |

Sarah 3) She enjoys 4)
William | 5) Itis6) |

QQ E Discuss the following questions.

1. What do you know about stamp collecting? Did you have ~BRYATEY TH ETSY
a special collection when you were a child?
2. What was your hobby in childhood? How did your hobby ?q'm;:ll’]r\:qﬂmmmq"(r)/ 2 W

affect your life? Do you still pursue that hobby? fertlizer Mfstlawzo(ry/ 7. BB o

e w oW W wow W W W W W
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LISTE ONTENT

(1 ) Listening to a conversation

llmll E

1. What is mainly talked about in this conversation?

2. Can you describe a picture of a typical Internet addict? abuse /o'bjuzz/ v A

Vocabulary ()

Listen to a conversation about Internet addiction.
After the conversation, some questions will be asked
about what was said. Write down a short answer to

alooholism /'zlksholizom/ 1, BiE
hook /huk/ v, Fe---- NBE, #--+eer
B

pathological /p=8a'lodzikal/ a. f&
By, REH

fixation /fik'serfor/ n, K75, EE

each question.

4

3. How can you know whether you are addicted to the Internet or not?

llmll BI Listen to the conversation again and choose the best answer from the four choices

1.

given to each question you hear.

A) She thinks Internet addiction is as serious as drug and smoking addiction.
B) She thinks Internet addiction is much severer than alcohol addiction.

C) She thinks Internet addiction is less serious than drug and alcohol addiction.
D) She thinks Internet addiction is the product of other addictions.

. A) Only young people can be addicted to the Internet.

B) Internet addicts include both children and adults.
C) There are more adult addicts than teenage addicts.
D) Young addicts account for a larger part of Nicholson’s patients.

. A) Some learn how to deal with their relationships with others.

B) Some may get into trouble over money issues.
C) Most of them commit suicide in the end.
D) Most of them care more about their possessions.

. A) People think experts overestimate the harmfulness of Internet addiction.

B) Internet addiction can be overcome by the addicts themselves.
C) Professor Nicholson thinks that Internet usage should be restricted or prohibited.
D) Internet addiction needs to be taken seriously and treated properly.

Are You Hooked to 1t? 3 ¥4
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(2 ’ Listening to a passage

Ilmll E Are you good at your hobbies? Do your hobbies bring as much pleasure as they used

Q O B| Listen to the passage again and discuss the

\34\

1.

Graduate English Listening and Speaking (1)

. A) He thinks people should practise hard to dance

. A) Hobbies are supposed to bring pleasure to people.

to? Listen to the following passage carefully and choose the best answer from the
Sfour choices given to each question you hear.

A) He feels ashamed about his son’s incompetence.

B) He feels the other boys are too competitive.

C) He feels real regret for not teaching his son to play soccer well.
D) He finds it necessary to encourage his son to practise soccer.

Vocabulary

elegar_ltly' . nerd /na:d/ n. ZHFERBIA
B) He thinks a dancer has to wear a nice dress to dance. slaughter sloto(r) v, B3, 3%

C) He thinks one would embarrass oneself without good  tights /tarts/ n. E&%
dancing shoes.
D) He thinks dancing is a way to relax in one’s spare time.

B) If a person takes up a hobby, he should work hard at it.
C) Dancing and jogging don’t bring much fun to people.
D) Self-improvement is an important factor for taking up hobbies.

A) The speaker simply wants to have a good time.

B) The speaker is no good at dancing, singing and drawing.

C) The speaker dislikes people being so-so in any
activity.

D) The speaker is often laughed at by others.

Sfollowing questions.

According to the passage, what is the common attitude
towards hobbies?

Does the speaker himself agree with it? Do you agree or
disagree? Why?

ST
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{ 3) Listening to English news

m :l Listen to the following news about shopping addiction and fill in the blanks with
L what you hear.

Vocabulary

~ compulsive shopper: R#¥3E

' outrageous /avt'reidses/ a. BIA
A

spree /spri n. TP HIKIERITH
aisle /atll/ n. I8

~ binge buy: M

Q o] _E_] Listen to the news again and answer the following questions according to what
you hear. After you finish the task, check your answers with your partner.

1. What is compulsive shopping?

2. What is the difference between male and female shoppers?

3. How can the survey on shopping addiction help ordinary people?

4. Do you think you are a compulsive shopper? What can shopping addiction bring on?

mn

Are You Hooked to It? / /



S PEAKINI IGEO&C.OMMUNICATION
\D Talking it up

E As we know, English is widely used for international commerce. Usually the lang-
uage used in a business setting is very formal. Even though most students grasp
grammar and vocabulary, their use of proper English for business is usually not
sufficient. If one talks informally on a formal business occasion, just as one talks
with intimate friends, one’s English may be regarded as “sloppy”. Here are two
settings. You can make a comparison.

A: Hi, how’re you doing? I haven’t seen
you for ages.
B: I'm fine. And you look great.

A: Good afternoon. I don’t think we’ve met before.
My name is Terry Robinson. I’m the Managing
Director.

B: How do you do? My name is Lisa Hanks. It’s
my pleasure to meet you.

A: The pleasure’s all mine. May I introduce our
new Sales Executive, Tom Jones?

escsccsen ©00000s0800000000000000000s0RRsS ®cec00cceessnscossssssscess “escsvssvecsssssscsscencees

The following are some sentences with different functions often used in business settings.

1. To greet friends or strangers:
How are you getting along these days?
Can you tell me your name again, please?
How do you pronounce your last name?

\6 \' Graduate English Listening and Speaking (1)



Could you give me your business card, please?
I'd like to introduce my manager, Mr. Wilson.
May I introduce my colleague Kate Trenton?
Have you two met?

2. To show appreciation:
We would appreciate your assistance.
Please accept my sincere appreciation for your assistance.
Thank you in advance for inviting us to the dinner party.

3. To ask for permission:
Would it be possible for me to take the day off this Friday?
How about having dinner together on Wednesday night, Mr. Anderson?
May I take down the price list for that product, if possible?
Would it be convenient for you to pick me up at the hotel tomorrow?

4. To make a polite refusal or show opposition:
I’m afraid I’'m fully booked up this week.
I don’t think that’s a good idea.
Frankly, we can’t agree with your proposal.
We have to tell you that we re not prepared to accept your proposal at this time.
To be quite honest, we don’t believe this product will sell very well in this region.

5. To show apology:
With much regret,...
I didn’t show up at the meeting. I owe you an apology.
Sorry. That’s not what we wanted. Maybe we didn’t make ourselves clear.
I apologize for having kept you waiting so long.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B| Listen to the following short conversation and underline expressions often used on
business occasions. Then practise the conversation with your partner.

Wilson: Mr. Brown, I’m awfully sorry, but I won’t be able to come on Friday afternoon.

Brown: What’s the matter? Nothing wrong, I hope.

Wilson: I’ve just checked my schedule and realized I already have an appointment that
afternoon. I’m really sorry for all the trouble I’ve put you to.

Brown: It doesn’t matter. It’s all right with me. In that case, let’s have the meeting at three
o’clock next Monday. Would that be convenient for you?

Wilson: Well, I’m afraid I can’t make it at three o’clock. Four o’clock would suit me better.

y
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