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ETHNOLOGICAL STUDIES OF THE CHOSHUI AND TATU
RIVER VALLEYS IN CENTRAL TAIWAN

(SUMMARY)
SUNG-HSING WANG

An interdisciplinary team of scholars comprising the “Anthropological and Envi-
ronmental Investigation of the Choshui and Tatu River Valleys” under the joint
auspices of the Academia Sinica, National Taiwan University, and Yale University,
has been engaged in intensive study of the Choshui and Tatu river valleys for a
number of years beginning in July 1972. Among the topics currently under invest-
igation are the archaeology, ethnology, geology, geomorphology, zoology, botany and
soil analysis of the region. The goals of the ethnological studies have been to
describe and analyze the history of Han Chinese settlement, the migrations of the
aboriginal peoples in the area and the process of their sinicization, and the present:
day conditions relating to the utilization of natural resources by the inhabitants of
the Choshui and Tatu valleys.

This paper, as an introduction to the special issue of the Bulletin relating to
the project, traces the main processes of change in agriculture and social organization
in this area during the early eighteenth century. It aims to point out that one
consequence of the settlement of Han Chinese in the area was a shift from swidden
agricutural techniques to irrigated paddy agriculture with sugar cultivation mediating_
in between. In terms of this process eight papers are included here which attempf:
to explain the socio-economic development of slash and burn agriculture among theé
moutain-based tribes, the sinicization of the plain-tribes in the P’u-li basin, and the
social characteristics of the Chinese settlers in the area.
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