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Unit One

TEXT
Decision (adapted)

by Roy Hilligoss

Even after a year, Tran still called us Aunt Pat and Uncle
Andy. We had long since become accustomed to the role of
parents, and we assumed that one day we would legally adopt
the eight-year-old girl who was in our care.

Tran had come to us as a refugee from the wars which
had been ruining Southeast Asia for decades, Pat and I had
served in the Foreign Service in South Vietnam in the late
sixties and then in Kampuchea and Thailand in the seventies
and early eighties. We were well acquainted with the suffering
of the people of that area — especially of the children.

Tran’s parents were alive, but they felt that she would
be safer if she went to the United States to live, at least until
her homeland became less of a battlefield.

The letter contained news which we had always feared.
Tran’s parents had been killed in a guerrilla (J5pBL) raid
on their village, which was really an overcrowded camp.
Deaths in the camp often came from malnutrition (BFHRR),
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but this was cruel.

Tran took the news with the slightest show of emotion.
We knew that there was a sharp pain in her little heart, but
we also knew that she could not show it.

“T shall try very hard,’” she told us in that thir, soft voice,
“to be as you would want your own daughter to be. 1 shall
learn American ways as quickly as I can and try to make you
proud of me.” She managed a weak smile. I shall ever
try to admire vour history.”

She did well in school. She cven recached the finals
in a statewide spelling bee. Her accent disappcared, and
she became a popular, contributing member of her class in
school.

Then a second letter came.

It was from a distant relative of Tran’s, one whom she
had never met. He was fond of Tran’s parents, the letter said,
and he would like to offer her a place to live— with his mother.
I looked up from the letter. ‘He says he recognizes the dan-
ger of having her return to such a war-torn country, but he
thinks Tran would be good company for his mother. She’s
old and alone. Oh, Pat ... do you think she’ll want to go ?”*

We watched her shining brown eyes move quickly back
and forth across the page, and when they reached the bottom
they stayed there. She was thinking rapidly. Suddenly,
I knew she had reached a decision because her face lost all
-expression — a  habit of hers.

“I must go, Aunt Pat, Uncle Andy. It is my duty.”

“It is still dangerous. There are bombs. There is

. 2 .



hunger and misery.”

“That is why I must go.”

“I don’t understand,”’ I said.

“] mean ...” for a moment she paused, ‘... well, when
your country’s having its most difficult times, that’s when
it neceds you the most.”

That sounds a bit too grown-up, too much like something
she had rcad somewhere. I looked at her suspiciously, but
her cyes did not waver as they met mine bravely. ¢All right,
Tran. If you feel that’s what you must do, then of course
you shall go. I’'m sorry.”

“I'm sorry, too.”

We stood there awkwardly for a minute, saying nothing,
Then I found it was time to go fix dinner together,

I was slicing some tomatoes and cucumbers when I began
to miss Tran already, in my heart.

We decided to drive to New York, where therc was a
nonstop flight. Pat and I arranged to take off from work,
and we worked out the final details of Tran’s journey. Hecr
face became less and less revealing of her emotions, but Pat’s
and mine were a study in tragedy and loss.

On the night before she left, we were sitting in the room,
quictly absorbed in our own thoughts. I don’t know which
of us started it, but soon we were both crying.

«It hurts so much to lose her.”

«I know. I know. She’s like our own daughter.”

The next day came all too quickly, but we knew that

we had to leave by noon in order to get to New York’s JiK
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Airport on time for the plane, so we worked diligently to see
that all of Tran’s bags werc packed properly. She insisted on
wearing clothes which were similar to those she had worn on
the day she arrived. Those clothes had long since been dis-
carded (W%, EF) as too small, so we found others in a shop
in an Asian section of Arlington. Her face began to betray
some emotion as she thrust out her chin defiantly (RfR#i,
FHiHL), trying to hide her fears. Then her face became
serious, her lower lip pulled slightly in.

“I’ve been happy here,” she said.

We were interrupted by the postal letter carrier, who
handed one piece of mail to Pat. She opened it with a cau-
tious look on her face. I noticed that the envelope and hand-
writing were similar to those of the original letter from Tran’s
distant relative.

“It doesn’t change things,”” Pat said as she finished the
lIetter. “He says that we won’t have to worry about Tran’s
safety. His mother is being sent to Canada. Well, there
won’t be any bombs. Tran is supposed to jein his mother in
Canada. I guess we’ll have to change plans.”

Tran, however, suddenly said, ‘““Then I don’t have to go !

“You don’t ? But you said you had to.”

“She was a very old lady, and I thought that she would
be alone in the bombings. I thought I would be able to pro-
tect her, But now that she’s going to be in Canada ...”’

“I never knew that was how you felt,” I said in amaze-
ment,

She seemed a little embarrassed. I was afraid. I

. 4 .



mean, 1 thought I could protect her, and 1 thought my duty
was to he with her in a time of trouble. She is part of my
family. Oh, I don’t know what I mean, but I know that my
decision to stay here is a correct one. Will you let me stay 3
I want to be a part of this family.”

“You’re quite a person, Tran,” Pat said proudly, beaming
through her tears, “and you’ll always have a place here in

this family. You’ve made a very good decision.”

New Words

accustomed ,o'kastomd/ a. uced

role /roul/ n. the part taken by someone in life or in any
activity, esp. the part of some particular actor in a play

assume /a'sju:m/ ot. take as true

legally /'li:goli/ aa. lawfully

adopt /o'dopt/ ut. take (a child of other parents), as ap-
proved by law, and bring up as one’s own child

refugee /refju:'dzi:/ n. person who has been driven frem
his country for political persecution or during a war ¥R

decade /'dekeid/ n. period of ten years

acquaint /o'kweint/ of. make sure; make aware {iHIE; B
A

raid /reid/ n. sudden attack made by troops, ships, or planes
#iliy R

overcrowd /'ouva'kraud/ vt. crowd too much

emotion /i'moufm/ n. any of the strong feelirgs of the human

spirit {f, 1H&



