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PREFACE

Cheng Bing Takes Sculptures to Dizzying Heights

ScquTure, as an artistic expression, has made great progress in recent years, and is a part of many cities and
rooms. As part of this development, a great number of talented young sculptors have appeared with their
unique styles. Cheng Bing is one of them.

In his sculptures, | have seen Cheng Bing's indomitable spirit and positive attitude towards art - valuable
attributes for young sculptors.

Talent is a requirement, but diligence and knowledge are even more important for artistic success. Hard

work has enabled Cheng fo create alarge number of masterpieces, in which his talents are also embodied.

Using elements of exaggeration and harmoniously combining movement with rhythm, as well as certain
decoration technigues, all his works are strong expressions of beauty enclosing the delicate figures in a quaint world of their own - this is Cheng's
clear individual style, formed as a result of his gift. In his human bronze statues and marble carvings, he uses powerful and bold expressions to
highlight a sense of beauty teeming with health and vitality, among his many creations. Through hard work and constant practice, he has
gradually formed his unique artistic style.

Cheng graduated from the Sculpture Department at the Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts. His graduation works, Land and Stone, have been
retained by the school, and are displayed on campus as models for prospective sculpture students - a good indicator of his success. At the same
time, this work has given him more confidence and inspiration as a sculptor, thus playing an important role in the development of his artistic
career, including the formation of his own style.

In 1993, his marble sculpture, Sports in Life, won a silver medal at the Third Exhibition of China Sports Artworks, and was selected by the former
International Olympic Committee President Juan Antonio Samaranch for display in the Museum of the International Olympic Committee
headquarters located in Lausanne, Switzerland. In the same year, his other large stone sculpture, The Sea Maiden, won the top prize at the '93
China Weihai International Sculpture Art Competition.

In 1994, Cheng began to seek out subjects concerning ethnic groups and created a series of
related works. His works, entitled Three Sisters and Miao Maiden have impressed me the most.
One of the two works --

Three Sisters - received an Award For Excellence at the Eighth National

Exhibition of Fine Arts.

In all his works, which have been well received by viewers, he not only adopts Western carving
traditions but also absorbs the Eastern tradition of arfistic expression. On the basis of realism, he fluently magnifies figures, changes their shapes
and uses various decorative elements, thus integrating his unique style of form with the content of his subjects.

In 2000, he was invited to create a large outdoor bronze sculpture, Three Sisters, for the Elizabeth Sculpture Park in St. Louis,
Missouri, United States. The work is a specimen of his artistic perseverance. While at work on the sculpture, he kept in mind
the Western tradition, including the Western world's own style of artistic appreciation, and also displayed Chinese culture

and customs, which has won him a high appraisal.

Cheng Bing is a promising sculptor with a bright future, and | hope he will, as an artist, continue to study and absorb

Chinese culture and tradition - particularly, China's rich heritage of ancient sculpture and folklore art, and keep on creating

his modern masterpieces with their wonderful Chinese characteristics.

Yang Lizhou

Vice-Chairman of the Chinese Artists' Association and
Director of the China Art Gallery

September 17, 2001
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RESUME

Cheng Bing, born in 1967 in Beijing, graduated from the Sculpture Department of the Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts in 1990.1n 1995, he

graduated from the Central Academy of Fine Arts where he specialized in urban sculpture. Currently, he is a member of the Chinese

7

Artists' Association and also a member of the Chinese Sculptures Association.

WORKS

2001 The Sea Maiden, Moonlight Song, Mother and Child, built in the Beijing Convention Center, China.

2000 Three Sisters, Sun and Moon, erected in the Elizabeth Sculpture Park in St. Louis, the United States.

2000 Preening, Harmonics | and Mother and Child, erected in the Changchun World Sculpture Park, Jilin Province, China.

2000 Harmonics II, erected in the Minxinhe International Sculpture Park in Shijiazhuang, Hebei Province, China.

1997 Cheng Bing's Individual Exhibition of Sculpture Works, held in the San Diego Museum of History in the United States. The work, Miao

Maiden,was collected by the museum in San Diego, the United States.

1995 Cheng Bing's Individual Exhibition of Sculpture Works, held in the Taiwan Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Hall, Taibei, China.

1994 Three Sisters, awarded for excellence at the Eighth National Exhibition of Fine Arts, collected by the China Art Gallery in Beijing,

China.

1993 Sports in Life, won a silver medal at the Third Exhibition of China Sports Artworks, selected by the former International Olympic

Committee President Juan Antonio Samaranch for display in the Museum of the International Olympic Committee headquarters in

Lausanne, Switzerland.

1993 The Sea Maiden, won the top prize at the '93 China Weihai International Sculpture Art Competition in Weihai, China.

1992 The Marble Dream, exhibited at the Invitation Exhibition of Modern Youth Sculptors held in Hangzhou, China.

1991 Karl Marx, collected by the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing, China.

1990 Land, collected by the Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts in Chongging. China.
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Harmonics |
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2000 Marble

Height 170cm

World Sculpture Park
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Eastern Mermaid: Cheng Bing's Sculpture The Sea Maiden

In Hans Christian Andersen's home town, a mermaid cast in bronze sits facing the sea. As Copenhagen's symbol dreamily gazes out over the
harbour, could she be thinking about her sister in the East, The Sea Maiden?
The Sea Maiden is one of the works which won a top prize at the 1993 Weihai International Sculpture Competition. The young sculptor, Cheng
Bing, is a graduate of the Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts.
Cheng Bing has developed his vivid and unique style over the past several years. By using sculpture as his medium for expressing the human form,
his work reveals a spirit which favours symbols and metaphors over realism. The undulating forms of Cheng's sculptures are characterised by
exaggeration and transformation that create an unreal lingering impression on the viewer.
Cheng's artistic style, while somewhat abstract, does not give the impression of sloppiness or vulgarity. His fusion of diverse elements springs from
a rich background: The son of an artistic family, Cheng has always had a deep appreciation of fraditional Chinese sculpture as well as Western
modern art,
The sefting of The Sea Maiden in Weihai does much to complement the artist's skills. The blue sky and ocean bring the spirit out of the glistening
white sculpture, which sits atop a smaill hill. Her back to the sea, the outline of The Sea Maiden seems framed by a soft light.
While looking at her, | thought of Ai Qing's poem Black Serpent. Isn't Black Serpent the Little Mermaid of the East? Like Andersen's tale. Black
Serpent movingly portrays the vicissitudes of life. The Sea Maiden may also someday serve as a symbol of Weihai, as a constant companion to the
gentle lapping of waves.

People's Daily (Overseas Edition)

24 November 1993
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