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Excavation Area on the Longya Site
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he Longya Site lies at Longya Village in
TJianyang City, Sichuan Province. In July to
September 2010, the Sichuan Provincial Institute
of Cultural Relics and Archaeology carried out a
salvage excavation on the site. Within the excavated
area of approximately 100 sq m, they discovered
about 180 pieces of fossil mammals’ bones, teeth and
horns and thousands of fragmental bones of fossil
animals belonging to the Stegodon cf. orientalis,
Cervus sp., Bos sp., Ovis sp., Sus sp., Meles sp.
and Rattus sp. Moreover, the site yielded above
3,000 gravel lumps varied in size, which belong
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mainly to quartzite sandstone, quartzite, granite,
muddy sandstone, flint and silicified wood. Among
them are over 700 stone artifacts, including chiefly
chopping tools, and also picks, scrappers, points and
balls along with some cores and flakes. The other
interesting finds are three perforated ornaments, of
which two are made of mammal molars and one of
a bone. As a recently recorded late Paleolithic site in
Southwest China, the discovery provided valuable
new data for paleo-anthropological studies as well
as for researches on environmental changes in the

Sichuan Basin.
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A Distant View of the Dadong Site (photo from east to west)

Distribution of Objects in the 15th Level
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Stone Blades and Micro-blades

he Paleolithic Helong Dadong Site lies on
T the left bank of the upper Tumen River at the
eastern foot of the Changbai Mountains in Jilin. It
was discovered in 2007 with above 20,000 chipped
stone artifacts collected and a total area of about
1,000,000 sq m ascertained as the distribution zone
of its cultural relics. In 2010, the Jilin Provincial
Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology carried
out a scientific archaeological excavation on the site.
In the opened area of 50 sq m excavation revealed
late Paleolithic cultural layers. They yielded stone
artifacts made mainly of obsidian and buried in
association with abundant stone micro-tools, which
show technological features of stone blades and
micro-blades. The typical artifacts include stone
anvils, blades, micro-cores, micro blades, burins,
scrapers, broken stone blocks and fragments, totaling
1,030 pieces. This is the first time that archaeologists
have discovered in China a late Paleolithic site

with obsidian used as the principal material of

stone tools. On the base of the cultural layers, the
excavators brought to light remains of man’s fire
using, including a small amount of burnt-clay lumps,
charcoal fragments and broken animal bones with
traces of burning. The discovery of a partly polished
pyramidal stone tool suggests that the site must have
been in the transition from the late Paleolithic to the

early Neolithic Age.
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