N
N e A
TR - X - R84 - 3
(e AmPE R )

o C;%ﬁ; =

BER O BHEK £ F

' [2%] 28 - &
An Essay Concerning D

Human Understanding KES O Sk

e FEARKXFHRA



R - KIF - RS - S2FE
(P SidpHRR )

ARIEMIL -,

An Essay Concerning Human Understanding

¢

( NEIBfRI0) F1689FERERERMEX, FiFM#E. LHE
1704 R AMATHERIELT, SIRBIR, HP1706FMRER KL
K., E1700FE#RMAE, 1701FEFHA T X, £1SHEABELRA
24N RAZ % . WEBRTHE ( REAE19tHE ) =S, HBEFHFITTEH
RERALI . S1F BEHA" . EEReR . EEEMET |
SREEAR . ERA R REAR F.

“AZER) OBBTKEE (Bik) , 2REFAXEF, REEFHITR
%, ” (The mind begins as “ white paper, void of all characters,
without any ideas.” )

S
EEENTNT
ISBN 978-7-300-16419-9

 ERRE BT BTH®

HEEgE T I

HERIT - e Aybod

ISBN 978—7—300—16419—9 SE ) 58.007T



5K R RS B
(X FEEERR )

BERE HEHK TR

An Essay Concerning
Human Understanding

NIEHRR

(F)

)

(3] A% - &%= (Johnlocke) #
RES 5



I#Eﬁﬁﬁ ( CIP ) ﬁ&

e (rfn;t%@wrﬁ) ﬁ)‘(!(%) em (Locke, 1.) #; CHERAIFE
) REL S s PEARAESAR, 20129 :
- CHRKIBESOCR G, ﬁféﬁeiﬁ) |
' ISBN 978-7- 300 16419 9.

*@Jﬂi?—iﬂ@#fﬁ-cmﬁﬁﬁ% (2012) a;rz-'_zla_m- E

DA T D Ot W ORE-EF R ®i§5t I
| (1632~1704> ATER V. DHIO4 B |

ERXIFRRLE (F LI REEIR)
EEH %Q# S

AKERE -
[ 3] 24 - ?ﬁﬁ(]ohn[mke)% R
WES FE '
" Renlei Lijielun

IR

i

B E

b=

IO 3 W
’ﬁﬁ_ﬁ- és'”z'-;ilﬁf a

REARKE SR
R K 31 5
010-62511242 ( J%i%E )
010-82501766 ( HEHIEE )
010—625I5195 (Ziﬁ ATl
http:// www. crup. com. ci =~

HREC4RES 100080
.010 62511198 ( FRE )

010-62514148 HFE.HS)

- 010-62515275 ( mmi‘éaﬁ,)

http:// www. tlmet com (Ajt?ﬂﬂfﬁl ) |

EERE

e *mﬁaﬁﬁhééﬁww B

- 148 mm X 210.mm 32 }thz
+126.375 T2
"-'704000 :

ﬁ 2012%9}4%1}& B
CED _'
E smmx

_|—$ %‘_ )}

BARBIF  WARKIL  EPEREM TR

2012 $9 H% 1 z&EﬂﬁU': EEn



Of the Degrces of Qur Knowled
_ Of the Extent of Human Knov» l”edge
.-._.-_;'-1v ;-'____;Ofthe Reality of Knowledge s
V QfTruth in (Jeneral AT R S e 0 68 1
= VI O’r Umversal PrOposmons thelr Truth ’md Cermmw*-"- 634 PR




xx1 Oftth1v1510n of the Sciences 798 L




BOOK lII:
Of Words

Chapter I Of Words or Language in General

Chaptef IT Of the Signification of Words

Chapter III  Of General Terms

Chapter IV  Of the Names of Simple Ideas

Chapter V  Of the Names of Mixed Modes and Relations

Chapter VI  Of the Names of Substances

Chapter VII  Of Particles

Chapter VHII Of Abstract and Cohcr.e_te Terms i iomiviim e e

. Chapterlx Of the'-lr_l_)pe_r__fect_ipn of Words -

© < Chapter XI

Of the Remedies of the foregoing Imperfections and -~~~ -







'. o §l Man fmed to. form articulate sounds God havmg deSIgned :
"~ manfora socnable creature, made h1m not onh’ with an 1nclmat10n e |
and under a necessmr to have fellowshtp with those of his own kind;. .. .. .
but furmshed hlm also w1th language, _whlch was to be the great - - _

instrument,’ and cornmon tle of socnety “Man therefore had by nature'_'

hlS organs SO: fashloned as- to be fitto frame amculate sounds whlch we

_.-anll words But thlS was. n.ot enough tt) produce languag,e for parrots,_
'.and several Other hlrds‘. w1ll be taught to make artlculate sounds_". e

e - dlstmct enough whlch yet, by no means, are capable of language

§2 To make them signs of ldeas Be51des artlculate sounds-_---..--.-.:._

therefore 1t was further necessary that he should be able to. use_' R

these sounds as mgns of mtemal concepuon.s and to make them stand"“" fEe e

: "7those SIg'ns can be S0 made use “of, as to omprehend several pamcu!ar

____:thmgs for the multlpllcatlon of- words would have perplexed'-__f“_-"'-' e
their use, had every partlcular thmg need of a dlstmct name to

be 51gn1ﬁed by. To remedy this inconvenience, language had yet < o

: a:"-further 1mpr0vement m the” use of general terms, whereby one '

word was made to mark a mulntude of partlcular ex15tences Wthh_\



advantageous use . of sounds was. obtalned only by {he dlfference of

~ the 1deas they were: made 51gns of Those names becommg general

o Wthh are made to stand for general ldeas and those remammg




o __they come to be made These bemg (as they ought) well looked mto, .. ._._:._.--:”_'

we_shall the better come to ﬁnd the nght use' "f words,, the natural

_'_;advantages and defects of language, and the remedtes that ought to -

. be used to. avord the mconvemences of obscurrty or. uncertamty in

_-'.the srgmﬁcatron ot words w1thout wh1ch 'tis 1mpossrble to dtscourse_
thh any. cleamess or order concermng knowledge whlch bemg_f S

'-:'.'conversant about proposmons, and those most commonlY umversal A

o ones has greater connexion with words, than perhdps is suspected

These consrderatrons therefore shall be the matter of the followmg

chapters




== though he have great vanety of thoughts, and such from whlch

S S '_—others, as well a5 himself, might recewe profit and deltght et they S

e ‘-'%-""3 “are all Wlthln his owri breast;- mvrsrble, and htdden from others, nor
=~ canof-themselves be made to: appear.. “The comfort and advantage

of socrety, not berng to be had wrthout commumcatron of thoughts

1t was necessary, that man should fmd out some extemal senSlble
srgns whereby those mvrslble 1deas, whlch hls thoughts are rnade up
' of mlght be made known to others For thls purpose, nothmg was 0 AR

'_ﬁt elther for plenty or qu1ckness, as’ those artlculate sounds. whrch

'Eiwrth 50 much ease and vanetv, he found hlmself able to make Thus LT

U we may concerve how words, which were by nature so well adapted R
o "'to that purpose, came to be made use. of by men. as the szgns of the1r '

ldeas not by any natural connex1on that there 15 between partlcular

" ".._'.'__'___'artrculate sounds and certam 1deas for then there would be but one

| such a word is. made arbltrarlly the mark of such an’ 1dea The use
'. ":then of words, is to be sensible marks of rdeas, and the ldeas they
stand for, are their proper and immediate signification.
§2. Words are the sensible signs of his ideas who uses them. The use
men have of these marks, being either to record their own thoughts
for the assistance of their own memory; or, as it were, to bring out

their ideas, and lay them before the view of others: words in their

primary or immediate signification, stand for nothing, but the ideas in



o the mmd of- htm that _irs_es. ‘them,. how __in_l'perfe.c-tly "soe_v'er'," .'or'-'c_aré less lsl o «

* “those ideas are collected from the things, which they are s;upriose'd -

to" reprcsent When a man SpEdl(b to another, it is, that-he. may. bt.

v%?
ey T

— + understood; and the -end-of speech i§; that those sounds s mérks, -
L "'}hay rnake known hls 1deas to the hearer That then whlch words A
e the marks” of are the 1deas of the speaker nor can any one apply -

them as mdrl(s, rmmedlately to anythmg else, but the ideas;: that

‘he hlmself hath for thls would be © make them signs of his own o
Lonceptlons and yet. apply them to other 1deab whlch would be to. -

~ make them slgns and not signs of hts ideas at the same time; and S0

spiop 5}':0 '».wrﬂw'if.{u?!s e] _"-’\ ) s

R “in effect, to have no SIgnlﬁcatton atall. Words bemg voluntary 51gns
_ they cannot be voluntary signs lmposed by him’on things hé knows
- not. That would be to make them signs. of nothmg, sounds. w1thour
s1gmf1catlon A man -cannot make his words the signs either of
qualltles in thrngs or of conceptlons in the mind of another, whereof
he has none in hlb own. Till'he has sorne 1deas of hlb own, he cannot - %

- suppose them 0] correspond wtth the conceptlons of another man; 433 2

nor can hex use any s1gns for, them for thus they would be the srgns of - __j."_-"‘? e (

he l(nows not what whtch isin. truth to. be the SlgTIS of nothmg But

when he represents to hlmself othér men’s ideas, by some" of hiis Own, o

lf he consent to give them ‘the same names, that other rnen do t1s

e Stlll to his own 1deas, _to ldeas that he. has and not to. 1<:leas that he .

”unlearned use the womls they speak_" w1th Lany meanmg) all al1l-(e
They, m every man s mouth stand for the ldeas he has and whlch he y
:Z__would express by them A chllcl havmg taken “notice of noth:ng m—' =

;_j_the metal he hears called gold but the brlght shmmg Yellow colour,

"_he apphes the word gold only,r to- “his own 1dea of that colour dnd g
: nothmg else “and therefore calls the same colour m a- peacocl( s tful | o

gold Another that hath better observed adds to shlnmg yellow N




_-: the reallty of thmgs But thlS relatmg '_ ore partlcularly fo substances,"
and then’ names, as perhaps the former does to mmple ldeas and SRR

----__, modes we shall speak of these two dlfferent ways of applymg words o

more at large When we come to treat of the names of mlxed modes, e




and substances, in particular: though give me leave here to say, that
'tis a perverting the use of words, and brings unavoidable obscurity
and confusion into their signification whenever we make them stand
for anything, but those ideas we have in our own minds.

§6. Words by use readily excite ideas. Concerning words also 'tis
further to be considered:

First, that they being immediately the signs of men’s ideas;
and, by that means, the instruments whereby men communicate
their conceptions, and express to one another those thoughts and
imaginations, they have within their own breasts, there comes by
constant use, to be such a connexion between certain sounds, and the
ideas they stand for, that the names heard, almost as readily excite
certain ideas, as if the objects themselves, which are apt to produce
them, did actually affect the senses. Which is manifestly so in all
obvious sensible qualities; and in all substances, that frequently, and
familiarly occur to us.

§7. Words often used without signification. Secondly, that
though the proper and immediate signification of words, are ideas
in the mind of the speaker; yet because by familiar use from our
cradles, we come to learn certain articulate sounds very perfectly,
and have them readily on our tongues, and always at hand in our
memories; but yet are not always careful to examine, or settle their
significations perfectly; it often happens that men, even when they
would apply themselves to an attentive consideration, do set their
thoughts more on words than things. Nay, because words are many
of them learned before the ideas are known for which they stand:

therefore some, not only children, but men, speak several words, no

otherwise than parrots do, only because they have learned them,

and have been accustomed to those sounds. But so far as words are of
use and signification, so far is there a constant connexion between
the sound and the idea and a designation, that the one stand for the

other: without which application of them, they are nothing but so
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-}much mSIgnlﬁcant ncn__' '

8. Therr s:gmﬁcanon perfectly arb:trar ods ..by long and.

"famlllar usc as has been sald .come to exc:lte in- men certam ldeas .

50 constantly and re'ldlly, that they are apt to’ suppose a natural:‘-'--"
connexion between them. But that they signify only men’s peculiar
ideas, and that by a perfect arbitrary imposition, is evident, in that they
often fail to excite in others (even that use the same language) the

same ideas, we take them to be the signs of: and every man has so

inviolable a liberty, to make words stand for what ideas he pleases,
~ that no one hath the ‘power to make others have the same 1deas in

. their mmds‘ that he has when_ they use the___same words that he :




Chapter I11

Of General Terms

§1. The greatest part of words general. All things, that exist, being
particulars, it may perhaps be thought reasonable that words, which
ought to be conformed to things, should be so too, I mean in their
signification: but yet we find the quite contrary. The far greatest part
of words, that make all languages, are general terms: which has not
been the effect of neglect, or chance, but of reason, and necessity.

§2. For every particular thing to have a name is impossible. First,
"Tis impossible, that every particular thing should have a distinct peculiar
name. For the signification and use of words, depending on that
connexion, which the mind makes between its ideas, and the sounds
it uses as signs of them, ’'tis necessary, in the application of names
to things, that the mind should have distinct ideas of the things,
and retain also the particular name that belongs to every one, with
its peculiar appropriation to that idea. But ’tis beyond the power
of human capacity to frame and retain distinct ideas of all the
particular things we meet with: every bird, and beast men saw; every
tree, and plant, that affected the senses, could not find a place in
the most capacious understanding. If it be looked on, as an instance
of a prodigious memory, that some generals have been able to call
every soldier in their army, by his proper name: we may easily find a
reason, why men have never attempted to give names to each sheep
in their flock, or crow that flies over their heads; much less to call
every leaf of plants, or grain of sand that came in their way, by a

peculiar name.




