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The Online Autocar
Leasing Business
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When eBay, now the world’'s biggest
auction® website, went online in 1995, many
expected it to fail. Why would anyone buy
used items from perfect strangers? Two new
services WhipCar, which was launched in
London on April 21st, and RelayRides, which
will start up in Boston, Massachusetts, early
this summer will face similar skepticism. Both
aim to get car-owners to rent their vehicles to
strangers when not using them themselves.

At heart, both offerings are online
exchanges. Car-owners and drivers register,
contact one another through the site and
agree to a rental contract. To ensure that
both parties are trustworthy, WhipCar asks,
among other things, for details of both the
rented car’s registration and the renter’s
license, and checks them against official data.
It also provides insurance for the duration of
the rental and a replacement car if there is an
accident. In addition to these measures,
RelayRides only accepts cars that have gone
through a safety check and installs a device
that allows them to be unlocked with a special
card. This way, owners and renters do not

have to meet, as they do with WhipCar.
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Both firms allow owners to set the price,
taking a 15% cut. Even with the insurance
premium® and other fees added in, the firms
expect the rental price to be lower than using
a conventional car-rental firm or an urban car-
sharing club. WhipCar provides suggestions
for the prices different cars might fetch in
various neighborhoods. Shortly after the site
went live an Audi A4 in central London cost
£10 ($15) an hour or £ 41 a day.

Will the idea take off®? The main hurdle
will he car-owners’ reluctance to share so
personal a possession and the requirement to
keep it clean. The firms must also overcome
a problem all exchanges face: attracting
enough members to make the service useful.

Yet cars are expensive, underused
assets. On average, a British car is driven
for less than an hour a day but costs about
£5,500 a year to own a sum many would
love to reduce in these straitened® times.
Drivers, for their part, are ever more willing
to share a car. By 2016 some 4. 4 million
Americans will he members of a car-sharing
club, nearly ten times as many as today,
projects® Frost & Sullivan, a consultancy.
On April 21st two big clubs, Britain's
Streetcar and America’s Zipcar, announced
that they would loin forces. Pooling assets, it
seems, is all the rage®.
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In addition to these measures. RelayRides only accepts cars that have gone through a safety

check and installs a device that allows them to be unlocked with a special card.
fEHT - in addition to i 4] B AF AR, KR #b R B 5 cars 5 (1 that 5| 55 15 M 4 & i cars,
device Jii ) that 5| 5 & i& M A] & 1fii device.

1. Which of the following is NOT the common feature of eBay and the two new services,
WhipCar and RelayRides?
[A] The feasibility of their service is/was doubted of.

[B] All of them serve as an intermediary.
[C] All of them offer auction services.
[D] All of them are operated online.

2. In the service of WhipCar, in order to guarantee the reliability of both parties the most
indispensable step is to
[A] ensure the authenticity of the identification of both parties
[B] make both parties sign a contract made by car-sharing firms
[C] ask for the detailed information of both parties in rental
[D] make sure that both parties are satisfied with each other

3. Compared with WhipCar, RelayRides

[A] lets owners to decide renters [B] is stricter with cars’ security

[C] offers lower rental prices [ D] provides more services
4. The main barrier for the quick development of car-sharing is o
[AJ] the high cost of rental and duration
[B] the reliability of car-sharing firms
[C] the reliability of car renters
[D] the attitude of car-owners
5. What does the author intend to say by the last paragraph?
[A] To tell us why car renting is so popular now.
[B] To tell us the promising future of car-sharing.
[C] To tell us the huge cost of keeping a private car.
[D] To tell us the current situation of U. S. car market.
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of Criminal Suspects
All Over the World

kfmiﬁﬂi&/\ﬂ&éﬁlﬂiﬁ iﬂ&&#&@’w}ﬁﬂi#%% ——ﬁl%z}t&
LA BREAANBREHHBA R Flok £ . mEXFLBREZ2EF
KR —EEZRZNAEH. TUHBAZER LI AR A, ﬂlﬁ%:ﬁé:%fzéé
FZRNERBECKETAL, 198 S RxAALTHGINRZ ANESLHER
AAETIHNREFHOARR BN REL RREAYE F K EAF4H 5655
HaH, Z—FAHAARAETIHNAELFAYANBREHAOR R, Ol oM X
REFZEARRABHEZAINRENY AERXFRAAER G E4, 0T A#4T
FIAR., RFRAALEAFZFNH KA ZLDGREELAR P LR F0 RiEdh
BAZRAAKERKBLEHRG AR EFTFOR L. LRSS KB BRI

The Issue of Extradition é
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Noel Heath and
Glenroy Matthew, better known as “Zambo”
and “Bobo”
United States to extradite them from their

For almost ten years,
, have escaped attempts by the

homes on the pretty little island of St Kitts to
face charges of cocaine® trafficking. Their
creative legal team has twice taken the case
to the Privy Council in London, still the final
appeal court for most of Britain's former
Caribbean colonies. Both times, most rece-
ntly last November, a panel of British law
lords ruled that they should be extradited
“with the utmost expedition” .

“Zambo"” and “Bobo” are well-connected
in St Kitts. They have lived on bail® for a
decade, before being locked up last month.
Their lawyers hit back@ with a habeas corpus
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writ® | to be heard on January 18th. If that
fails, the way is open for officials to put the
two on a plane.

For reasons of principle, or of friendships
in tight-knit communities, or both, Caribbean
countries have been reluctant® to extradite
their own nationals. The Caribbean has also
become something of a heaven for foreigners
wanted elsewhere in the world. This may
now change. The next important test comes
in May, when the Privy Council will rule on
Samuel Knowles, a Bahamian who has held
out since 2000 against a charge by a grand
jury in Florida.

Procedural complexities and powerful la-
wyers may still stop extradition. In Septem-
ber in Belize, Dean Barrow, a lawyer who is
also the leader of the parliamentary opposi-
tion, hedged@ an American attempt to extradite
a drug suspect. He found mistakes in suppor-
ting paperwork, which excluded the use of
vital wire-tap evidence.

Extradition of foreigners, especially to
their home country, is often easier. Viktor
Kozeny, a Czech-born resident of the Baha-
mas, has been heid in Nassau since October.
He is wanted in New York for corruption
stemming from the privatisation of Azerba-
ijan’s oil company, and faces other charges in
Prague.

Mr. Kozeny will fight hard. His lawyers
include Philip Davis, a member of parliament
for the governing party and former legal
partner of the prime minister. Even so, the
authorities seem reluctant to grant bail.
Perhaps that is because Mr. Kozeny holds a
pilot’s licence and Irish and Venezuelan pass-
ports. He was once a diplomat for Grenada.
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