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-~ 1. Too Young to Wed ™.

Because the wedding was illegal and a se-
cret, and because marriage rites in Rajasthan are y
s often conducted late at night, it was well into frait/ n. XX, #AL
the afternoon before the three girl brides in this ['se1krid/ a. ¥EH ;528 )
dry farm settlement in the north of India began Nauf n BE B
| to prepare themselves for their sacred vows.
. They squatted side by side on the dirt, a crowd
of village women holding sari cloth around them
‘as a makeshift curtain, and poured soapy water F#
. from a metal pan over their heads. Two of the [soupl/ a. HIEEH DUEEH
brides, were 15 and 13, old enough to understand () fERR R
what was happening. The third, their niece Rajani, was 5.

The grooms were en route from their own village, many miles
away. No one could afford an elephant or the lavishly saddled horses [seedl/ v. %%
that would have been ceremonially correct for the grooms’ entrance to /ser'maunjoly ad.
the wedding, so they were coming by car and were expected to arrive 2 AL
high-spirited.

/skwot/ v. B B4
[merk[1ft/ a. ifi B @y, 4R
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" 1. Too Young to Wed ™.

Because the wedding was illegal and a se-
cret, and because marriage rites in Rajasthan
are often conducted late at night, it was well
into the afternoon before the three girl brides in
this dry farm settlement in the north of India
began to prepare themselves for their sacred
vows. They squatted side by side on the dirt,
a crowd of village women holding sari cloth
around them as a makeshift curtain, and poured
soapy water from a metal pan over their heads.
Two of the brides, were 15 and 13, old enough
to understand what was happening. The third, their niece Rajani, was 5.

The grooms were en route from their own village, many miles
away. No one could afford an elephant or the lavishly saddled horses
that would have been ceremonially correct for the grooms’ entrance to
the wedding, so they were coming by car and were expected to arrive
high-spirited. The only local person to have met the grooms was the
father of the two oldest girls, a slender gray-haired farmer with a
straight back and a drooping mustache. This farmer, Mr. M, was both
proud and wary as he surveyed guests coming up the rocky path to-
ward the bright silks draped over poles for shade; he knew that if a
nonbribable police officer found out what was under way, the wedding
might be interrupted mid-ceremony, bringing criminal arrests and lin-

NATIONAL

gering shame to his family.

Child marriage spans continents, language, religion, caste. In India
the girls will typically be attached to boys four or five years older; in
Yemen, Afghanistan, and other countries with high early marriage rates,
the husbands may be young men or middle-aged widowers or abduc-
tors who rape first and claim their victims as wives afterward, as is
the practice in certain regions of Ethiopia. Some of these marriages are
business transactions, barely adormed with additional rationale: a debt
cleared in exchange for an 8-year-old bride; a family feud resolved by
the delivery of a virginal 12-year-old cousin. Those, when they happen
" to surface publicly, make for clear and outrage-inducing news fodder
from great distances away. The 2008 drama of Nujood Ali, the 10-
year-old Yemeni girl who found her way alone to an urban courthouse
to request a divorce from the man in his 30s her father had forced her
to marry, generated worldwide headlines and a book, translated into 30
languages: I am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced.

But inside a few of the communities in which parent-arranged
early marriage is common practice—amid the women of Rajani’s set-
tlement, for example, listening to the mournful sound of their songs to
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the bathing brides—it feels infinitely more difficult to isolate the nature
of the wrongs being perpetrated against these girls. Their educations
will be shortened not only by marriage but also by rural school sys-
tems, which may offer a nearby school only through fifth grade; be-
yond that, there’s the daily bus ride to town, amid crowded-in, preda- B

tory men. The middle school at the end of the bus ride may have no  adolescent /eedo'lesant/ a HHMKY
private indoor bathroom in which an adolescent girl can attend to her  sanitary /seenrtort/ a. (H%)I 4
sanitary needs. And schooling costs money, which a practical family is #

perpetrate /pa:prtreit/ v. J(3),
(ACD)
predatory /predatori/ a. B ;

surely guarding most carefully for sons, with their more readily mea- transient /tresnzient/ o EE W %
surable worth. In India, where by long-standing practice most new B B35 6
wives leave home to move in with their husbands’ families, the Hindi
term paraya dha refers to daughters still living with their own parents.
Its literal meaning is “someone else’s wealth.”

Remember this too: The very idea that young women have a right
to select their own partners is still regarded in some parts of the world as misguided foolishness. Throughout
much of India, for example, a majority of marriages are still arranged by parents. Strong marriage is regarded
as the union of two families, not two individuals. This calls for careful negotiation by multiple elders, it is be-
lieved, not by young people following transient impulses of the heart.

So in communities of pressing poverty, where nonvirgins are considered ruined for marriage and genera-
tions of ancestors have proceeded in exactly this fashion. “Omne of our workers had a father turn to him, in
frustration,” says Sreela Das Gupta, a health specialist, “This father said, ‘If I am willing to get my daughter
married late, will you take responsibility for her protection?’”

frustration /ffras'treifon/ n. #0%,
BT

eI

JLEFHE
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ATHRRSPH, FRELZEH XSO ERKAES,

FHEN BET BERENE, EFRE, R BATSEL AR AYHFN, RAELIT. MEFAAL
T RERBFHARY , SRGYFHATERIIAA DL TRO ARG IR EX R LN LA MEEKELTE
FCERAHCHETT RAEARERLE - B FRIZABGTENR, ALIHLER“HFLIH"—NLEELR
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FhARE AETFAN,EEADARTEZZERGSARBSHEAREH, 2008 F—AF4R 10 F i1 B S %Rk,
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PR RARGFAFERFGC LI RAEI LS, FEARKWGPFERFNERNETNLE FEBLLRMNGR
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% Sreela Das Guptas HLiE“— A8 L FRB TR~ AR FHL, e RABEER G T IUM S84, k&
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= 2. Jamaica ©

The southwest coast embraced eco-friendly
tourism in the 1970s and touts its abundance
of attractions—old-growth forests, bird-flocked
sugarcane plantations,

estuaries, centuries-old

and miles of beaches. “Both Jamaicans and
foreigners here are trying to learn from the
mistakes of other parts of Jamaica by develop-
ing while maintaining the sense of place,” says
sustainable-tourism consultant Chris Seek. Ja-

maican-born Jason Henzell, owner of the local
Jake’s resort, says: “Here you can be part of a community of people full
of pride in where they live.”

Treasure Beach, a series of four coves blessed with golden sand
(hence the name), offers the classic Caribbean pastimes of sunbathing,
beachcombing, and snmorkeling in the atmosphere of an art colony: A
popular art school teaches painting, and the area’s annual Calabash
literary festival—organized by Henzell’'s sister, Justine-draws Nobel
Prize-winning writers like Wole Soyinka and Derek Walcott.

Nearby Bluefields Bay is home to a string of fishing villages,
where you can hire a boat to angle for snapper, kingfish, and tuna.
Boat tours bring you face-to-face with crocodiles, egrets, hummingbirds,
owls, and grebes at the Black River Great Morass, the largest wetland
in the English-speaking Caribbean. And you can pay your respects to a
reggae pioneer at the Peter Tosh Memorial Gardens, a tiny museum
and monument maintained by his family in the village of Belmont.

This region also is considered Jamaica’s breadbasket. Local organic
farmers offer free-range chicken, fresh-caught fish, and heaping platters
of just-picked sweet peppers, pumpkins, papayas, mangos, eggplants,
and melons. The drink of choice? Appleton Rum, made at a nearby
estate.

Jason Henzell notes that communities here are implementing a
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snorkel /snotkal/ v. FHESE®EK

angle /eengl/ v. ¥t

reggae /reget/ n. EREH
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B R

heap /hitp/ v. ()53

implement /tmpliment/ v. fii4%%,
3K

emphasize /emfosaiz/ v. i

luxurious /Iangzjueries/ a. E £ 8y,
B

authentic /a:0entik/ a BIER; TR

proliferation /pralifa'rerfan/ n B

outfitter /avtfite/ n. MEZET

" cite /sart/ v. 31/

aesthetically /i:s'Oetikly/ ad # %
L, K2 b

vibrant /varbront/ a. #8884, 38y

landscape /leendskeip/ v. E1k---H
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sustainable master plan for development that emphasizes environmental awareness. But threats remain, including
bauxite (4% ) mining in the neighboring hills. Also of concern to some locals: the advance of all-inclusive
resorts from the north. In 2005 the Sandals chain opened a luxurious resort, Whitehouse, designed to look like
French, Dutch, and Italian villages. “We’re really hoping no more are planned,” says Henzell.

Such all-inclusive resorts, where you never have to leave the grounds, define the lower-scoring northwest
coast around Ocho Rios and Montego Bay. The area, according to Lamry Bleiberg, a former editor at Coastal
Living magazine, is “more a resort theme park than an authentic slice of the Caribbean.” Also affecting the
region: a proliferation of new hotels, weak coastal-management plans, careless snorkelers (and outfitters) who
damage the reefs, trash (both on land and in the waters), and increased bauxite mining. But some panelists
express optimism, citing Ocho Rios for being “aesthetically pleasing with vibrant colors and local architecture,”
and plans that call for the historic town center of Falmouth to “be landscaped with many palm trees, flowering
plants, and benches, and restricted to pedestrian traffic.” ’

X mea gAY E TR
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w™ 3. A Lesson from Bangladesh ™.

We may be seven billion specks on the
surfface of Earth, but
Bangladesh, it sometimes feels as if half the
human race were crammed into a space the
its capital, is so

when you’re in

size of Louisiana. Dhaka,
crowded that every park and footpath has been
colonized by the homeless. To stroll here in
the mists of early morning is to navigate an
obstacle course of makeshift beds and sleeping
children. Later the city’s steamy roads and
alleyways clog with the chaos of some 15
million people, most of them stuck in traffic. Amid this clatter and
hubbub moves a small army of Bengali beggars, vegetable sellers,
popcorn vendors, rickshaw drivers, and trinket salesmen, all surging
through the city like particles in a flash flood.

We should not be surprised. Bangladesh is, after all, one of the
most densely populated nations on Earth. It is a place where one
person, in a nation of 164 million, is mathematically incapable of
being truly alone. That takes some getting used to.

So imagine Bangladesh in the year 2050, when its population will
likely have zoomed to 220 million, and a good chunk of its current
landmass could be permanently underwater. That scenario is based on
two converging projections: population growth that, despite a sharp
decline in fertility, will to produce millions more
Bangladeshis in the coming decades, and a possible multifoot rise in
sea level by 2100 as a result of climate change. Such a scenario could
mean that 10 to 30 million people along the southern coast would be
displaced, forcing Bangladeshis to crowd even closer together or else
flee the country as climate refugees—a group predicted to swell to
some 250 million worldwide by the middle of the century, many from
poor, low-lying countries.

Such a catastrophe, even imaginary, fits right in with Bangladesh’s
crisis-driven story line, which, since the country’s independence in
1971, has included war, famine, disease, killer cyclones, massive
floods, military coups, political assassinations, and pitiable rates of
poverty and deprivation—a list of woes that inspired some to label it
an international basket case. Yet if despair is in order, plenty of
people in Bangladesh didn’t read the script. In fact, many here are
pitching another ending altogether, one in which the hardships of their
past give rise to a powerful hope.

To reduce its high birthrate, Bangladesh developed a grassroots
family-planning program in the 1970s that has lowered its fertility rate
from 6.6 children per woman in 1977 to about 2.4 today—a historic
record for a country with so much poverty and illiteracy. Fertility
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decline has geperally been associated with economic improvement,
which prompts parents to limit family size so they can provide woe /wau/ n. b5, Rk
education and other opportunities to their children. pitch /pit[/ v. EiR

“It was very hard in the beginning,” says Begum Rokeya, 42, a grassroots /gra:sru:ts/ n. B8
government health worker in the Satkhira District who’s made illiteracy /rlitarasy/ n. IEJE@
thousands of home visits to persuade newlywed couples to use

. . T . . contraception /kontra'sepfan/ n.
contraception and plan their family’s size. “This is a very conservative

B2 (Hk

country, and men put pressure on women to have lots of children. But =) . :

they began to see that if they immunized their kids, they wouldn’t conservative /kensavativ/ a.
i

need to have a bunch of babies just so a few would survive. They
like the idea of fewer mouths to feed.”

Working in partnership with dozens of NGOs, Bangladesh has bunch /oantf/ n. B,
made huge strides in educating women and providing them with stride /straid/ n. X# ;48 ;[% plL]
economic opportunities; female work-participation rates have doubled R
since 1995. Its economy is growing, helped by its garment-export
industry. And Bangladesh has managed to meet an important UN
Millennjum Development Goal: Infant mortality dropped dramatically
between 1990 and 2008, from 100 deaths per 1,000 births to 43—one
of the highest improvement rates among low-income countries.
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A period of climate change about 130,000
years ago would have made water travel easier
by lowering sea levels and creating mnavigable
lakes and rivers in the Arabian Peninsula, the
study says. Such a shift would have offered
early modern humans—which arose in Africa
about 200,000 years ago—a new route through
the formerly scorching northern deserts into the
Middle East. The new paper was spurred by
the discovery of several 120,000-year-old tools
at a desert archaeological site in the United
Arab Emirates. The presence of the tools—whose design is uniquely
African, experts say—so early in the region suggests early humans
marched out of Africa into the Arabian Peninsula directly from the
Hom of Africa, roughly present-day Somalia. Previously, scientists had
thought humans first left via the Nile Valley or the Far East.

“Up till now we thought of cultural developments leading to the
opportunity of people to move out of Africa,” said study co-author
Hans-Peter Uerpmann, a retired archaeobiologist at the University of
Tiibingen in Germany. “Now we see, I think, that it was the
environment that was the key to this,” Uerpmann said during a press
briefing Wednesday.

The discovery “leaves a lot of possibilities for human migrations,
and keeping this in mind, might change our view completely.” During
the past few years, a series of tools were discovered at the Jebel Faya
site in the U.A.E., some of which—such as hand axes—had a two-
sided appearance previously seen only in early Africa.

Scientists used luminescence dating to determine the age of sand
grains buried with the stone tools. This technique measures naturally
occurring radiation stored in the sand. For the climatic data, scientists
studied the climate records of ancient lakes and rivers in cave
stalagmites, as well as changes in the level of the Red Sea. This
warmer period 130,000 years or so ago caused more rainfall on the
Arabian Peninsula, turning it into a series of lush rivers that humans
might have boated or rafted. '

During this period the southern Red Sea’s levels dropped, offering
a “brief window of time” for humans to easily cross the sea—which
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was then as little as 2.5 miles wide, according to Adrian Parker, a physical geographer from Oxford Brookes
University in the United Kingdom.

Once humans entered the peninsula, they dispersed and likely reached the Jebel Faya site by about
125,000 years ago, according to the study, published in the journal Science.

Geneticist Spencer Wells called the discovery a “very interesting find,” especially because the Arabian
Peninsula is becoming a hot spot for archaeological finds—particularly underwater, since the Persian Gulf was
a fertile river delta during early human migrations. But he noted that the study doesn’t “rewrite the book on
what we know about human migratory history.” That’s because tools dating to the same period have already
been found in Israel, so it’s “consistent with what we suspected” about an earlier wave of migration into the
Middle East, said Wells, director of the National Geographic Society’s Genographic Project. Wells also noted
there’s no evidence yet that the migrants in the new paper were our amcestors—the group, and their genes,
may have died out long ago.

Bence Viola, of the Max-Planck-Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig, Germany, agreed the
finding was interesting but not that surprising, also citing the evidence of humans in Israel about 120,000 years
ago. Viola, who wasn’t involved in the study, added that the migration route proposed in the paper makes
sense on another level—the Arabian Peninsula would have been something early humans were used to. “If you
look even today, the environment in the Hom of Africa, in Somalia or northern Ethiopia, is similar to what
you see in Oman or Yemen—not like the big desert,” Viola noted. “It’s not like they needed to adapt to a
completely different environment—it’s an environment that they knew.”

Why they made the trek is another question, since they wouldn’t have been hurting for food or resources
in their African homeland, Viola noted. “Curiosity,” he said, “is a pretty human desire.”
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