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ABSTRACT

Twenty Sutras and Mantras related to The Great
Compassionate Dharani are collected in the Taisho
Tripitaka. According to the Chinese phonetic translit-
eration, the 17 Mantras of the Great Compassionate
Dharani collected there can be divided into four series:
1.) 40 passages (about 300 Chinese characters), 2.) 84
passages (about 400 Chinese characters), 3.) 94 pas-
sages (about 600 Chinese characters), and 4.) 113 pas-
sages (about 900 Chinese characters).

The most commonly used Dharani of these four
series is the 84 passages type, which is also the focus
of this book. To enhance reader comprehension, this
book further classifies the 84 passages type into two
categories : 1.) The AvalokiteSvara system, and 2.) The
Narakindi system. Examples of the former system are
the Sanskrit versions of Mr. Takubo and Mr. Takenaka,
and the English version of Dr. Lokesh Chandra. It also
includes the text used in Korea and two Chinese ver-
sions found in Fang-shan near Peiking. Examples of
the latter are the Chinese version used by Chinese
throughout the world, the same version used by Zen
Buddhists in Japan, the English version of Dr. D.T.
Suzuki, and my Sanskrit and English versions .



