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The Golden Summit, the sea of clouds and the Buddhist halo
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A distant view of Mount Emei from the Western Sichuan Plain
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GENERAL
INTRODUCTION

bout 20 million years ago, due to the Himalayan

Movement in the evolutionary history of the earth crust,
rose on the south border of the Sichuan Basin of China the
well-known Mount Emei, which is linked with the Kun—Lun
Mountains, the “Spine of Asia”, and presents various
beautiful, sublime and exotic sceneries. It is reputed as “the
most beautiful mountain under heaven” with its highest peak
over 3,099 metres above sea— level

With its three—level protected zone, Mount Emei takes an
area of 623 square kms. And together with the world's
greatest statue of Buddha in Leshan, the Lesser Three Gorges
on the Minjiang River, the CIiff Stone Seulptures in Jiajiang
County, the Mansion of the Three Su's in Meishan County,
the Home of Longevity in Pengshan County, the Former
Residence of Guo Mo—ro in Shawan and the Lesser West
Lake——the Wu Tong Qiao Scenic Spot, it constitutes a large
and rich cultural tourist zone of more than 10,000 square
kilometres. Being one of the four most famous scenic spots in
Sichuan, Mount Emei enjoys the same popularity as the
Jianmen Pass, the Three Gorges of the Changjiang River and
the jade—like Mount Qingcheng.

Mount Emei is famous for its beautiful scenery. As early
as the second century A.D. Zhang Hua the ancient annalist
described it as “"a pair of beautiful eye—brows or two
horizontal feathers”. And the geologist"Li Dao-yuan wrote in
his book:"On clear autumn days, the two peaks of Mount
Emei look like two beautiful eye—brows™. This is why it is
named Mount Emei ("Emei” means beautiful eye—brow in
Chinese). Entering the mountain, one can see narrow paths
winding among the green peaks, small bridges and huge trees
floating amidst white clouds and mists, and deep and tranquil
gullies and valleys overshaded with only a strip f light visible.
And walking in such surroundings, one seems to be placed in
another exotic world. On sunny days the mountain is aglow
with splendor against rosy clouds at twilight while on
overcast days it is shrouded in fog and the mountain peaks
look like small isles on the sea of clouds. When it is raining,
the green mountain becomes crystal-clear and the spring
water murmurs like sobs, which give one a feeling of pity and
reverie. What is more, the sea of clouds, the sunrise, the
Buddhist halo and the holy lamps, all bring a rivid attraction
to the travellers and the various scenes such as the Night
Moon at Elephant-Washing Pond, the White Water and
Autumn Wind, the Morning Rain at Hongchunping, the
Double Bridges near the Qingyin Pavilion, the Snow at
Daping as well as the Night Drinking with Lotus Fragrance,
the Overflying on the Golden String, the Sutra—Chanting in
the Buddhist Temple, the Azalea Sea around Leiping and the
Boating on the Lake are more than enough for the eye to take
in

Mount Emei has a long history. It was a place of human
propagation as early as the late period of the Paleolithic Age
For more than 5,000 years, the beautiful and fertile natural
environment here has nurtured the people of Mount Emei,
while the brave and diligent Emei people have created the
splendid culture of Mount Emei. At the middle of the first
century Buddhism was introduced into this place and Mount
Emei became a famous shrine for the Bodhisattvda Samanta-
bhadra. In the long process of historical development, local
culture and foreign culture mutually collide and blend, and
finally mould the culture of Mount Emei as a rich, colourful
and unique combination of pluralism, thus making the place a
famous shrine of Buddhism, a realm of poetry and painting, a
palace of geology, a treasure—house of plants and a paradise
of animals. Deng Xiao—ping praised Mount Emei to be “a
scenic spot of the cultural type”; Guo Mo-ro reputed it as “a
famous mountain in the world™ Now Mount Emei, as an
important State Tourist Spot, enjoys wide—spread popularity
and fame both at home and abroad
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Clouds gathering at the Golden Summit
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Looking up at the Golden Summit from the Back Mountain
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Twilight at the Golden Summit
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Jingang Zui (The Buddhist Warrior Mouth)
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Jingang Zui after rain
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The snow scene at Jingang Zui
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Dawm at Jingang Zui




