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UNIT 1 Cultural Differences
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| UNIT 1. Cultural leferencesf"

BT TES

PART I: READING SKILL BUILDER
SE—EB5: PUIRAE N BRERIISE

EES
@ PRRRREE: EBRENPEMNICERR. (Comparing d'.aracters)

© iRk IBENE LA, (dentifying the main idea)
® FiERAE: BEAXPRIINAS STREBHRTER. (Makmg

connections)

@ iF0EA: ﬁ%gﬁ%?tbm*ﬂ!m*&fﬂ,t&ﬁﬂ

(Expressions)

1.1 Reading Task PJiEfT:55

s ™)

After reading the following passage, you should know:

1. Where do American college students usually live?

2. Which of the following choice is the most unlikely for American
people after age 22?
A. live alone
B. live with parents
C. live with roommates
D. live in rented apartments
3. Few students from Hong Kong live in rented apartment because:
A. it is too expensive
B. it is not safe
C. itis not allowed
D. their parents don’t want them to
4. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. Young people in the United States like to live alone.
B. Young people in Hong Kong like to live with their parents.
C. Information about rented apartments in the United States and
Hong Kong.
D. Different living habits in different parts of the world.
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Young people leave their parents’ homes at different ages in different parts of
the world.
In the United States, a lot of college students do not live at home. Many

students choose to go to college in different cities — away from their parents. At
college, they live in university houses.

After college, most young people prefer to live in their own homes. They
often live alone, but some young people rent apartments with others. These people
are roommates. By the age of 22, few young people in the United States live with

their parents.

Families stay together longer in many Asian countries and cities. In Hong

Kong, for example, nearly all university students live with their parents. Rents in
the city are very expensive, and few students have the money to pay for their own

apartments.

Very few young people live alone or become roommates in a shared

apartment. Many young people in Hong Kong continue to live with their parents
after they marry.

1.2 Task Guide L5351

1 Where do Amencan college students usu

Answer: Amencan college students us
houses. ) Mo e

mmﬁﬁ “ At college, they live in university houses.

(s Which the following choice is the ‘most unlike
American peopie after age 227 -

A, Live alone.

B. Live with parents.

C. Live with roommates.

D. Live in rented apartments g

Answer B -

i By the age of 22, few young peop/e in the Unn‘ed States
live with their parents.
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ages in ¢ ﬁefentparts afthe world, ”

1.3 Key Words and Expressions JHE ]l ik i &

alot of %
ﬁ@ﬁiﬂ&iiq“ﬁ%ﬂ‘]%ﬁ%, 5 a lot FEAJRRT, W FER “IRE
» BIERX D E S RIEHEN a lot of. W1: American college students
live in university houses a lot. 55 A lot of American college students live in
un1vers1ty house. MR EARE. BiAHH alot f§ “/RHEW” , JEFE]HH] a lot
H“IRZ GEEKELE)” .

few (very few) JLT-8AT (i &5 0

nearly all JL P4
AL LA () FH IR R 4
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K

All middle students have English classes.
Al of the middle students in our city have 5 English classes per week.

Many teenagers like pop music.

Many of the teenagers in China like Super Girl show.

Practice 1:

MRIEILFO, 1 L R ER IR SE A T

There are new teachers in my school.
There are fastfood restaurants in my city.
There are supermarkets in my city.

I go to school with books every day.

I usually spend time with my friends.

I usually spend time with my parents.

I usually spend time on the Internet.
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I usually spend time playing sports.

cars have wheels.

middle school students are teenagers.

TV programs are boring.
Chinese students can speak English.

my classmates live far from school.

my classmates are good at English.

my classmates are boys; my classmates

are girls.

my friends use mobile phone.

my friends like singing.
my friends like basketball.

Practice 2:

WﬁTﬁ~ﬁ@?%%ﬁ%%ﬁ,Eﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁEE%%?ﬂo

i
Most of the students in Grade 8 joined study clubs.
Very few of them joined sports clubs or art clubs.

Study Clubs VS Sports / Art Clubs

A. Study Clubs
B. Sports / Art Clubs

Over half of the students in Class 1 chose English as their favorite subject,
nearly half of the students chose Math, a few students chose Science, and few of
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them chose Politics.
Class 1 Students’ Favorite Subjects

A. English
B. Math

C. Science
D. Politics

PART Il: READING COMPREHENSION
=5 EMEERLHRES)

2.1
BBESC, MRARRISCAIAS, AN SCIE % R 48 134 70 o i P I B R TR«

Young people leave their parents’ homes at different ages in different parts of
the world.

In the United States, a lot of college students do not 1ive at home. Many
students choose to go to college in different cities — away from their parents. At
college, they live in university houses.

After college, most young people prefer to live in their own homes. They
often live alone, but some young people rent apartments with others. These people
are roommates. By the age of 22, few young people in the United States live with
their parents.

Families stay together longer in many Asian countries and cities. In
Hong Kong, for example, nearly all university students live with their
parents. Rents in the city are very expensive, and few students have the
money to pay for their own apartments. -

Very few young people live alone or become roommates in a shared
apartment. Many young people in Hong Kong continue to live with their

parents after they marry.

1. Young people leave their parents’ homes in western countries at
A. twenty-one
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B. different ages
C. twenty-five
D. eighteen

2. The students of colleges in the USA like living
A. in the countries
B. in hotels
C. in the college buildings
D. in parks

3. By the age of 22, few young people in the USA live with their parents
because
A. they want to live alone
B. their parents don’t love them
C. they have no money to pay for their parents
D. they don’t like watching TV

4. Young people in Hong Kong usually live with their parents because

A. they are not married

B: they don’t want to go to colleges to study

C. they can’t afford the rent for their own place
D. they don’t want their parents to live alone

2.2

ISR SC, MRIEMISCAZ, HE ERE.
Audrey is a Chinese-American student. She has found many value (I EM)
differences between the Chinese and Americans.
About money
® The American children love to make money by themselves. Chinese
children always ask their parents for money.
® American parents don’t think it is useful to send their children to an
expensive university. Chinese parents would do anything to send their
children to good universities even if it could make them Very poor.
About school '
® Many American girls take part in sports, dancing and singing groups.
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Many Chinese girls take part in academic (3% A [fJ) groups.
® American students usually feel happy when they get B in an exam.
Chinese students feel sad when they get B.
American parents and Chinese parents
 American parents allow their daughters or sons to go out with their friends
if they come back home at the certain time. Chinese parents usually don’t allow
their children in middle school to go out with their friends at night.
American teachers and Chinese teachers

During parent-teacher meetings, American teachers will always find
good things to say to the parents, even to those with the worst grades.
But Chinese teachers often tell the parents the mistakes that their children
made at school.

2.3

PISENESC, MRIBHSCHR, ST 5T A % TR S 8 B R e T

You want to know about my staying in America, right? Well, to tell you the
truth, it is really an eye-opening experience to study here.

In China, I had English classes five times a week since fifth grade. However,
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I didn’t know how different textbook English could be from everyday English
until I came to Hotchkiss School, Connecticut.

When I first studied English, I was told to say, “I am fine” when people say
“How are you?” But in the US, I found that people say. “I am good” or “I’m
tired”.

One day, someone greeted me with “What’s up?” It made me confused. I
thought for a moment and then smiled because I didn’t know what to say.

Since then, I have discovered more and more differences between Chinese
and US cultures.

To my surprise, US girls spend a lot of time in the burning sun to get a tan
(% &). However, in China, girls try every possible way to get their skin paler, or
“whiter”,

I was also surprised by how hard-working US students are.

In China, schoolwork is almost everything, so we study hard and that’s it. But
here, a “good” student gets good grades, does a lot for the public and plays sports
or music.

The kids here are so talented, I am starting to be sorry that I gave up playing
the piano at an early age and that I have never thought about sports.

1. According to the writer, textbook English is everyday English.
A. quite different from
B. the same as
C. more difficult than
D. easier than

2. What does the word “confused” in the fourth paragraph mean?
A. angry
B. happy
C. can’t understand
D. feel welcomed

3. A good US student spends his or her time
A. only in doing homework ’
B. only on sports or music
C. only in working for the public

D. on studies, sports or music and public work



=4 FEFRIE \FR (T)

10

4. Which of the following is NOT true?
A. The writer is now in the US.
B. American girls love to have white skin.
C. US students are talented and hard-working.
D. The writer regrets (/5 1) that she gave up playing the piano.

5. Which is the best title for the passage?
A. My Own Travel in the US
B. My Studying in the US
C. My Opinion about the US
D. My Friends in the US

2.4
DRI SC, ARIEHESCAIA, AT 5 R 48 306 T P e S AR 101 o

At last, the mid-term exams are over. You’ve done the hard work, but you
can’t relax. You have to prepare for the next exams. Do you hate exams? If you
do, you’re not alone. Students in other countries hate them as well.

Luckily for them, British students have fewer exams than Chinese students.
And they only have them once a year. Every summer they take a test in each
subject. Each test lasts about an hour. These exams don’t count for much. Even
if a student does really bad they still progress to the next year. When the results
come out they are then placed in an end-of-year report. The report is sent to the
child’s parents. It describes how the student studied at school.

This report is private, so only the teacher, the student and his or her
parents see it. This means that the students don’t know how other students
scored (f347) in the test. Some students choose to tell each other, but others
keep it secret. .

Parents’ meetings are held twice a year, at the end of the winter term and then
at the end of the summer term. Children go along with their parents to meet their
teachers privately and discuss their performance at school.

(X EIEE 2009 £Fi# %)

1. According to this passage, the students of many countries exams.
A. don’t mind
B. have to
C. hate
D. like
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2. Which of the following is NOT true for British students?
A. They have an exam once a year.
B. They don’t know their own scores.
C. Parents’ meetings are held at the end of the terms.

D. They are allowed to tell each other their scores.

3. According to the passage, if a British student did really bad in an exam,
they will
A. get punished by the school
B. get punished by the teachers
- C. get punished by his or her parents
D. not get punished
4. The underlined phrase “don’t count for much” means *
A. not really important
B. not much
C. can’t count

D. can’t get the right number
2.5
PIBRAESC, MRYERISCAR, AT 5 RUT 40 306 051 ok 8 5 e B T3

In Singapore, many middle school students spend a lot of their time on their
studies. Good education is often regarded as a ticket to Success in their future.
So, many of these students try their best to get a good mark in their examinations.
They have a lot of homework every day and exams are a big headache.
Sometimes, some of them are even made to go to remedial (¥} ~] i) classes after
school. '

Schools run programs outside school hours. The students can take part in
sports and games, music and dance, hiking and rock-climbing, etc. They are also
very active in community service (#£[X ik 4%).

In their spare time, most students like to listen to pop music. Hollywood
blockbusters (K /), Hong Kong and Singapore movies are very popular
among them. They understand IT very well. Some of them also spend their
free time surfing the Internet, e-mailing their friends, playing computer and
video games.

They sometimes go to cafes, fast-food restaurants, shopping centers and big

11



