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Reading Lessons



Lesson One

Text

Learning a Language

In schools all over the world boys and girls are
learning foreign languages. Many grown-ups are doing
so in their spare time. Everybody knows his own
language, but to know another is very useful.

Which is the best way to learn a language? We
should remember that we all learnt our own language
well when we were children. If we could learn a sec-
ond language in the same way, it would not seem so
difficult. Think of what a small child does. It listens
to what people say and it tries to imitate what it
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hears. When it wants something, it has to ask for it.
It is ucing the language. It is talking in it and think-
ing in it all the time. If people had to use a second
language all the time, they'would learn it quickly.

It is important to remember, also, that we learn
our own language by hearing people speak it, not by
seeing what they write. We imitate what we hear. In
school, though you learn to read and write as well as
to hear and speak, it is best to learn all new words.
through the ear. Of course, you must learn to read
them, spell them, and write them, too. o

A man who stuttered once went to a shop where
they sold birds. He wanted to buy a parrot, a bird
which we can teach to speak. He said to the shop-
keeper: “Have ydu g—g—gbt a p-p-parrot that can t-t-talk
English?”

“Yes, sir, ” answered the shopkeeper. “Here’s a
fine green one that will understand everything you
say to it.”

So the man bought it. But a few days later he
took it back to the shop.

“This b-b-bird can’t t-t-talk,” he complained. “It
can only st-t-tutter.”

This may just be a story, but there is some truth
in it.
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Notes to the Text

. grown-up n. JRIEAN, XAMAZH to grow up(h

PR AR XA 5 B 1L ok i

Xiao Wang has grown up.

MEERKEAT,

He is now a grown-up.

REABREANT.

We should remember that we all learnt our own
language well when we were children.

RIBLZ A, RAMBRAE LKL A CHIES (k&
B) %578,

FHR—-INBESE OB END: EHE We
should remember, [ that 5| RFFHE I REZIER
oy, MiHHRXEE—A B learnt B I HARIFEM 4
when we were children.

If we could learn a second language in the same
way, it would not seem so difficult.
RIERURBELTRREA-ME ZIES, BERFS
BRBLEET,

XHEHE could ... would FHRBHELER,

It listens to what people say and it tries to imi-
tate what it hears.
fib G ) W7 A BE BYT5, FF BLIR B b (3b) BTYT B A915.
child(JLE), W BEHLE, BHIbEREFHAR
iR it R,
% what Rk ARIEN, AL that which,
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X H, 76 It listens to what (= that which) people
say ... H3,that fi listen to Ay%jE, which & that
ROfIH, 8 say BYRIE, what — 5 H, BHRAXF
f&i7l, fE it tries to imitate what it hears H1, what
Fi imitate F1 hears BRIE, BRXARIA,

RELE: T E R4
Please tell us what it is. (what RERI£IED
HERERITBRMA 2,

Please tell us what you’ve heard. (what 2%

AZRED
FRRIT B EE SRR
. It is talking in it and thinking in it all the time.
fib (i) B (BER)ERXMEFRIE B,
A HTEMEERIERSE EAMA in,
. It is important to remember, also, that we learn
our own language by hearing people speak it, not
by seeing what they write.
BEX—-AUREZ(AEEMRERME): RMNER
AR, MARRENASHESHCHIEE M.
Jrif by ZEXERRAEMER". MiARIEK
AR M2, WIS Az ARBR (B3 iE
#y -ing BR), Hilam:
We can never learn a foreign language only
by studying its grammar.
. In school, though you learn to read and write as
well as to hear and speak, it is best to learn all
new words through the ear.



FEEEE, RRARFN R, b2iEkS, ARFEREE T
B4 3% S i Hid,

. A man who stuttered once went to a shop where
they sold birds.
—AAEHANA —~REB—KELHEIE,

SHAR—ANEHAZANPANENE LD, EOE A
man once went to a shop; who stuttered f1 where
they sold birds ¥ hEiEMNA], HRlEH a man
a shop,

. He wanted to buy a parrot, a bird which we can
teach to speak.
fbARL— R, —‘ﬂ’?ﬂl‘]ﬂu%‘c'ﬁ?—"ﬁﬂﬁg

XH,a bird 2 a parrot #E{rig, which we
can teach to speak R a bird HEREMND, XE
f¢id which A=l that ks,

Have you got a bird that can talk English?
HEIEN P RIERAKXRNRIE which (that) "EL
A%,

Here’s a fine green one that(ZiENAJHarE
B, A0[443:) will understand everything (which;

that WL %) you say to it.

Grammar

. EBBMEG (The Attribut_ive Clause) (I)
i (The Attribute) 4T 4R B hn sy
FEXIE , SRR Bk 2y WY LA A, g S 4. Bl an:
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This is a good book.

XR—AHF4,

It is a book of three hundred pages.

EE-FZEHIH,

This is the book (which, that) I want to bor-

Tow.

XREREEHE,

EHE =1, Bi4iE book Hyg&—A~FEiBLH, A
—A a4, BEIERM. X020, RAZEND #
&1 i A 1A (AT R A e 471 (antecedent) , S171d
AR AP EIE, RIERKE,

ALOEH: 1) BEHRY TRECEN NS,
— BT RATA LA, TEIEMREE N —RERTT A
ZJa; 2) FERIEH, A that, which FiET{HEE
WA X FRARR AR R, B—REIR, XEHFHELE,
REESHREMER, XRIAFHE, — xRN (Rela-

tive Pronoun), fmwho, whom, which, that, what;
—BEXZAid (Relative Adverb), #p when, where,
1) kFRFANMHE _

i) who $EA, EZENTHHMEE, Bl

The comrade who wants to see you is here.

This is the comrade who wants to see you.

Do you know that comrade who wants to see

me?

ii) whom #§A, 7E 15 MAT M EIE", .

*HEHMREE D, whom BEEHNH who SR, HIEEREF
¥. .
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The comrade whom you want to sege is here.

This is The comrade whom you want to see.

Do you know the comrade whom I want to

see?

i) which i34y, HEEBENLRATHREEREIE. W
Zn:
The book which you want to buy is sold

out.
This is the book which won the prize.
I’ve got you the book which you wanted to

borrow.
iv) that ®LJ4t#% who, whom, which {&H*,
2) XRFRAEAH R
B when FI where S{RRYREIE MM, £ BIBLH
B [, when 1 where 72 572 ) R B,
when = at/on which(time, moment, day, etc.);
where = in/at which (place), $i#n:
July 7th, 1937 is the day when the Anti-
Japanese War broke out.
While I was in London, I visited the house
where Marx lived and worked.

A man who stuttered once went to a shop
Where they sold birds.
2. XFH%Mid What
What #3% Z R i, ¥ EFiAEXRRIAEAH—,

* that &5 which R EMER, BELE L
5 8 o



FHXF that which, = the thing(s) which, ‘B3
EahMEE RERRE, MNDPHEE RITRE

&,

Bil4m:

Think of what (= the things which) a small

child does.

(what R¥EE4HSHA of AysiE —— the things,

E A hiEiE does Hy52iE—— which)

It listens to what (= that which) people say.

(what FfeX4hiBiEMEIE listens to MRE—

that, R \A)HiEiE say MIRIE— which)
What is done is done. (That which is done

is done.)

(what 3EHEQFMNTMPEE

Exercises

. Answer the following questions about the text in

writing:

D

2)

3)
4)

5)

Are only school-children learning foreign lan-
guages?

We all learnt our own language quite well
when we were children, didn’t we?

How does a child learn to speak?

What, in the author’s opinion, is the best way
to learn a foreign language?

What truth is there in the story about the stut-
terer and his parrot?



6) What difficulties do you have in your English

study? How are you trying to overcome
([,suve'kam] »t. B hR) them?

2. Translate, making use of words and expressions

given below:

D
2)
3)

4)
5)
6)
7

8)

WA L RS FHEH LA
BRLH—MIMEMBF M EREERTE,

LK —ER TR RIENN R, ERAEE 4B F &,
BABAIEEZERE], BE ERBAKET,
WRBG T WA DR AERHE Bt T,
REEHETRHHSBETREE,
INEERF B, ET R RIBEEEFNEEEE,
— &g, KRB/ RE:
— 2 0Ru PRRZET, XIE:
EAHHZE - hE YR RATLAERRF (foollfu:l]
vi. ik, KB AEMA SkERFE—-Ho A B
R RE K IERFEFHE M A

(to learn to do something, to teach someone
to do something, the best way to do something,
all the time (some of the time—f}) to seem,
to have to, imitate, in one’s spare time, once,
to remember, of course, to teach someone to
read and write)

3. Learn to make sentences with words and expres-

sions given above.

4. Translate the text into Chinese.
5. Translate, using attributive clauses:
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1) WiA kB TEHBRREE=ZER,
2) R ERY—FHIRAMINB AR EE LR
3). RAELRH, 20T BERREHEL HBFET.
4) Lk MR ENERIK
5) WRITEEMBERE EFRBBAERT .
6) WAEAESITREE R RBIXD 4 R & 6 —
Ko
7) XBERNEREIRNEASEE R,
8) FHEERENRMEE) L A& MIPFELEM,
6. Make complex sentences consisting of attributive
clauses.
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