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Foreword

Chinese Grammar - Broken down into 100 Items ( Basic and Intermediate Levels) carefully
selects 100 grammatical items that are usually considered to be difficult for learners of Chinese as a
foreign language. This book offers detailed explanations to each item as well as relevant exercises.
After going through these explanations and exercises, learners will be able to make fewer
grammatical mistakes and their Chinese will be improved rapidly. This book is ideal for the candidates
who will take elementary and intermediate HSK. It is also a reference book for those teaching
Chinese as a foreign language.

The selection of the items in this book is based on the following books: Chinese Proficiency
Guideline and the Syllabus of the Graded Grammar, Teaching Syllabus for Foreign Students of
Higher Educational Institutions — for Long-Term Training Programs and International Curriculum for
Chinese Language Education, etc. Such a selection, coupled with the authors’ rich experience in
teaching Chinese as a foreign language and consultation of the design of grammatical points of some
textbooks, ensures the grammatical items presented in this book are the most difficult ones for non-
native Chinese learners.

When Chinese Grammar — Broken down into 100 Items ( Basic and Intermediate Levels) was
being written, great importance was attached to its practicability, i. e., this book aims to provide an
easy access for beginners and intermediate learners to Chinese grammar. Meanwhile, it helps
learners master the usages of Chinese grammar through practice. To achieve this goal, academic
grammatical terms are avoided as much as possible; instead, simple language, illustrations, charts
and graphs are used to help students understand grammar. In each unit, the explanation of
grammar is followed by exercises. Such a design can free learners from either the boredom of
reading grammar only or doing exercises blindly. What is noteworthy is that many surveys were
done during the compilation of this book, and some trial studies were conducted among non-native

Chinese learners in Renmin University of China, Peking University, Sun Yat-sen University and UCD
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Confucius Institute in Ireland. After necessary modifications and adjustments were made, the book
turns out to be satisfactory.

As for the suggestions on how to use this book, readers are advised to read it from the begin-
ning to the end, which would be very helpful in improving their Chinese proficiency level. For those
preparing for HSK, this book helps them achieve more in a short period of time. If the readers do not
have enough time to do so, they can use this book for reference with an aim to learn and under-
stand one grammar item at a time and to be able to use it correctly. Having learned the 100 items in
this book, the readers will have an overall understanding of Chinese grammar and their overall
Chinese proficiency levels will be improved.

For the convenience of readers, the book includes appendices attached at its back, and a
separate handbook is supplied. The appendices provide two sets of HSK model tests for readers to
examine their levels of grammar. The handbook includes the basic knowledge of Chinese grammar,
a brief chart of Chinese word classes and a simplified version of Chinese Grammar — Broken down
into 100 Items. The basic knowledge of Chinese grammar enhances readers’ understanding of
Chinese grammar, and the simplified version of this book helps them review the key grammatical
points in the book and improve their learning efficiency. The handbook is smaller, thus is easy for
learners to carry around and go over.

All the grammatical explanations in this book are presented in both Chinese and English.
Answer key to the exercises and the model tests are provided.

Special thanks go to some international students who raised questions in and after class. These
questions greatly inspired the authors of this book and some of the explanations in this book were
resulted from these questions. Particular thanks are extended to the following: # 52, Director of
Department of Chinese Language Education for Foreigners of BLCUP, for his valuable advice and
consistent support; FiF #j, an editor of BLCUP, for her meticulous work; B & %, a Romanian
learner of Chinese language at Sun Yat-sen University, for his going over the manuscript; and many
other authors for the valuable ideas in their works, which the authors of this book consulted during
the compilation.

Any suggestions for improvement of this book are highly welcomed.

Li Luxing, Zhang Ling & Zhang Juan
January 2011
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Bhzhial  Auxiliary verbs

001 =x#x (budébh) # (déi)

HEER “AEAR” fBR:

In the following cases, only “AR4GA” is used.

CARAT RRDH, W A+ VT X550, SRIE H AR, HIR
B FFFA LG RE . BN

“AEA" means “have to”. The structure “AEAS + V.7 is often used to emphasize somebody has
to do something he/she didn’t want to do due to the environment or condition, etc. For example:
(1) FRXERGHEAZT, ERRFRIE %,

(2) ATmRIE, ARHFREF,

(3) RHKRRBRET, HARFERLBME &

ReEABhiE “1F (dei)” mtER:
In the following cases, only the auxiliary verb “#§ (deéi)” is used.
‘P87 EKRNZ, TE. AT LR

37 means “should or need”. lts usage is as follows:

X TEHCEE. HCHE, Him:
To indicate one needs or wants to do something. For example:
(4) KRT, HHET,
(5) A: RIBRIRLF?
B: R&EMFEEFLE,
(6) A FMET, HAEAE—AS

RTEMA. BEFEHFTE, Hlm.

To indicate one should to do something according to social conventions. For example:
(7) HBAFFIRFE,

(8) AAZRIFHEFEAMA,

(9) ELBHFIS,



