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Abstract

The paper proposes that Confucianism has a high
potentiality in inherent-ethics of rationalization, and such
inherent-ethical rationalization is defined as harmonious
rationality. The harmonious rationality is demonstrated from
three aspects: the harmonious orientation of “benevolence”
from the ethical aspect of Confucianism, “courtesy” from the

[

aspect of system and “gentlemen” from the aspect of
personality.

The main content of the thesis is divided into three parts:

1. It proposes the research frame of rationality. The
research frame is obtained through analyzing the rationality
concepts of Weber, Parsons and Habermas. It is composed of
three aspects. The first is the theme of rationality and
' presupposition related to the theme, and the basis of
rationality judgment decided by the theme and the
presupposition. The theme of rationality is to establish the
general criterion of experience (or experience knowledge) ;
and the presupposition of rationality is on the relationship
between people and the world; and the basis of the rationality
judgment is the orientation of the knowledge and the
relationship between people and the world. The second is the
research direction of rationality. The nature of the general
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criteria of experience (or experience knowledge) is different
for different rationalities. They can be divided either
according to ethics and cognition, or according to the internal
and the external. The third is the research aspect of rationality,
in which there are three aspects: culture (ethics), the society
(system) and action motive (personality).

2. The nature of Confucianism-rationality is studies on
the basis of the research frame of rationality. In
Confucianism, it is the ethical knowledge, and the “integrate
harmony between Ren and Tian”. that decide the nature of
knowledge criterion and presupposition respectively. The
ethical knowledge and the “integrate harmony between Ren
and Tian” in Confucianism determine the rationalization
potential both ethically and internally. So, the Confucianism-
rationality can be regarded as internal-ethical one. But the
internal-ethical rationality only shows the direction of its
rationality, so we must define the Confucianism rationality
according to the orientation of the knowledge and the
relationship between man and the world. First, the “integrate
harmony between Ren and Tian” is harmony orientation.
Second, the ethical knowledge (“the knowledge of
benevolence” and “the knowledge of rites”) is inherent-
transcendental, and the inherent transcendence makes
harmony both possible and necessary. Therefore, the
rationality of Confucianism can be considered as harmonious
rationality.

3. The harmonious rationality is discussed from three
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aspects of rationality research. How will the harmonious
rationality be reflected on these three aspects since the
research on rationality involves three aspects: ethics, system
and personality? The paper compares it with Weber’s purpose
rationality and Habermas’communicative rationality.

In terms of ethics, the harmonious rationality mainly
involves the harmonious orientation of the Confucian’s ethics.
The ethical issues are the generally effective ethical criteria.
The general ethical criterion established in terms of
harmonious rationality -is different from the criterion of
“consequence ” ( objective knowledge) of “responsibility
ethics”, and also different from the criterion of truth
consensus of “discourse ethics”. The general criterion
established accordingly is “the knowledge of moral character”
based on “benevolence”. Responsibility ethics is achievement-
(consequence-) oriented and discourse ethics is understanding
oriented, while “benevolence” is the overall pursuit of
“harmony” and therefore it is harmony oriented.

In terms of system, harmonious rationality mainly
involves the harmonious orientation of “courtesy”. The
system embodiment of purpose rationality is the “formal law”
and the rational economy and bureaucrat social managemen-.
The system embodiment of communicative rationality is Law
and Democracy. However, the system embodiment of
harmonious rationality is “courtesy” or “system of courtesy”.
The harmony oriented “system of courtesy” is different from
the achievement oriented “formal law” and it is different

34—



2006 fF ;g R4
BtEgex B

from the understanding oriented “Law and Democracy”. Its
harmonious orientation is embodied both in the “courtesy” of
the “quasi law” and in economic and political activities it
commanded.

In terms of personality, harmonious rationality mainly
involves the gentleman’s harmonious orientation. The
personality of purpose rationality is that of protestant. The
personality of communicative rationality is that of the
“persons with communicative competence”. However, the
personality of harmonious rationality is that of gentlemen.
Compared with the orientation of achievement of the
protestant and the orientation of understanding of the
“persons with communicative competence”, the gentlemen
are of a harmonious orientation. The Harmonious orientation
of gentlemen is reflected on their views of behaivor such as
“kind-heartedness”, “loyalty and consideration”, “sincerity”,
“comity”, “modest”, etc.

Key words Harmonious orientation, Rationality, Confucianism
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