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Introduction

In 1926, Lu Xun came to the Xiamen University to teach. In a letter to his wife Xu Guangping on the night of his arrival on September 4th, 1926, he
summed up his first impression of the campus with eight words: “Embraced by the mountains and sea, incredible scenery.” (Letter Between Two, Page
114, 1953 edition, The People’s Literature Publishing House). As far as | know, there were no other places that earned such high praises from Mr. Lu.

Back then, the Xiamen University was newly established, the main structures of the campus were only a handful of colonial-style buildings facing
the sea — it must have looked a bit desolate. If Lu Xun had a soul resting in Heaven, what would he think of the current campus that has undergone
constructions and expansions over the last eight decades?

| often boast to my fellow artists that there are endless subjects for landscape painting within 30 minutes of walk around the campus: old buildings that
carry a long history, the new ones of various modern styles, the lakes, the hills, the bushes, the gardens and the villas...then surrounding the campus are
the fishing villages, the sea, the little temples, the open theaters, the ancient forts and the Nanputuo Monastery.

Over the years of teaching art, | often tock students around the campus and the nearby areas for live landscape painting. In every such outdoor class, |
always painted a few pictures to show the students. In my own time, | also enjoyed painting these places. So | accumulated a series of campus pictures
without even noticing. Flipping through these old paintings, | am immersed in tender feelings: the thoughts of the moment, the precious memories and the
changes to the campus are all frozen in these pictures.

It will be the 90th birthday for the Xiamen University soon. Two years ago my wife Yu Shixu, who also taught art at this university, suggested | organize
an exhibition and put together a book of landscape paintings about the campus, using some old works as well as painting some new. The book is my little
birthday present to the university. So the campus has been my main subject of work for the past two years.

Art stems from personal feelings. | can say, the paintings here depict a Xiamen University that is in my eyes. | painted places that | am familiar with.
And every place has imprints of personal likes and biases. As | walk or ride my motorcycle around the campus, as soon as | find a spot that's paintable |
draw a few sketches in my notebook or hurry back there with my canvas and brushes. Such places that sparked my inspirations are perhaps just some
little nook and cranny — they don't have grand theme nor do they represent anything. But for those who are familiar with these little corners, maybe
something will strike a chord in their hearts.

Though | painted a few new landmark buildings to be added to the series, but | can’t provide a perfect whole picture of the campus — | didn’t cover all the
buildings of the important faculties. | haven't yet discovered all the gorgeous spots of the campus. Here | express my regret. Fine art is not about pursuing
the ultimate reality. Even in live painting, one restructures and reorganizes the subjects. What's important is to express the feelings and inspirations inside
the artist's heart, not copying every detail of reality. | believe the reader or the audience know this and will appreciate the pieces with this mentality.

My wife Yu Shixu and | arrived in Xiamen University in the mid-1980s to teach in the newly established Art Faculty. In the following two decades of
teaching, through our lives we walked from the noon to our sunset, our hair turned grey. In such a beautiful environment working on a job that we love,
we taught generations of students. There have been ups and downs, but what remain are the sweet memories. This book is about such memories of this
period in life.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to the people who offered their generous and kind assistance to this book, notably Jiang Dongming, Zheng

Qiwu, Zhu Shuiyong and Wu Shichi. | would like to thank my two daughters May Tang and Rose Tang for translating the text. My wife Yu Shixu envisaged
the idea of this book and designed the layout.

Tang Shaoyun  January 1st, 2011
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Tang Shaoyun
Born: 1941, Chengdu, China.

Professor, Fine Arts Department, Xiamen University, China.
Member, the Chinese Artists’ Association.

RECENT CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

2010-2011: A series of oil paintings on Egypt and Turkey.
2008-2010: “Xiamen University” series.

2009: “Western Sichuan Landscapes” series.
2004-2006: “Glimpses of Europe” series.

2002-2005: “Memories of Hong Kong” series.
2001-2004: “Impressions of America” series.

AWARDS, EXHIBITIONS & FELLOWSHIPS

1994: National Award of Excellence, Ministry of Education, China.
1997: Gold Medalist, Fujian province.
1981: Special Prize, First Prize, Sichuan province.

2008: Solo exhibition, Quanzhou, China.
2007: Solo exhibition, Xiamen, China.
1996: Solo exhibition, Xiamen University, China.

2004:
Solo exhibition, International Art City, Paris.
Selected by the Chinese Artists’ Association to tour Europe.

2001:

Solo exhibition, the Vermont Studio Center, United States.

Asian Artists’ Fellowship at the Vermont Studio Center, awarded by
the Freeman Foundation, United States.

1980s—2004
The Chinese National Art Exhibition (Sixth, Seventh & Eighth).

The China National Exhibition of Oil Paintings (Second & Third).

“Contemporary Chinese Art,” selected by the Chinese Artists’
Association to tour Japan.

“Sun Yat-sen and the Overseas Chinese — International Art
Exhibition” toured around the world.

“Chinese Art Exhibition,” the National Museum of China.

Bronze sculptures of Chinese horoscope animals, Chinatown,
Chicago.

Numerous works exhibited in the United States, Japan, New
Zealand, Taiwan, and Hong Kong.

BOOKS & MEDIA

Landscape Oil Painting Techniques, Tianjin People’s Art Publishing
House, 2007.

Top Chinese Oil Painters Series: Tang Shaoyun’s Oil Painting Techniques,
Tianjin People’s Art Publishing House, 2005.

Modern Chinese Art, the National Museum of Art, Japan.

A Complete Collection of Modern Chinese Art: Mural Paintings, Liaoning
People’s Art publishing house,1997.

Prize-Winning Works of the Eighth National Chinese Art Exhibition,China
Today Press,1996.

Chinese Landscape Painting, Guangxi Art Publishing house, 1997.

Cover feature, “Tang Dynasty,” The Correspondent, the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club, Hong Kong, 2004.

Special coverage of Tang Shaoyun’s paintings, in World News and
Chinese Commercial News newspapers, the Philippines.

Paintings and articles appeared in magazines such as Art, Chinese Oil
Painting, Chinese Watercolor Painting, China Today.

EDUCATION

1959—1964: B.A., oil painting major, the Sichuan Fine Arts Academy,
Chongging, China.

1955—1958: The High School Affiliated with the Sichuan Fine Arts
Academy.
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The East China Sea Shore

Xiamen University sits in the southwestern corner of Xiamen island on the shore of the East China Sea. In the bird’s view, buildings that
bear the modern and colonial styles surround Lotus Lake. The blocks at the foot of Lion Hill look like a phoenix spreading its wings. Looking
east, by the Shangxian sports field, the Jiannan Auditorium and four flanking buildings form a crescent facing the sea. The Yanwu Bridge
sits across the water like a rainbow. The islets of Dadan, Erdan, and Gulangyu adorn the horizon.

The Shangxian sports field and Lotus Lake are two treasures, serving as focal points to a panoramic picture of the campus.

The islets of Dadan, Erdan, Sandan, Sidan and Wudan, along with the islands of Qingyu and Wuyu, form an archipelago and function as
the gate of the sea surrounding Xiamen. As of today, Dadan and Erdan are still under Taiwan’s sovereignty, while Qingyu and Wuyu are
occupied by the People’s Liberation Army. This is a unique scene of Xiamen.
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Danan Gate

So many outstanding freshmen enter this gate every year, while so many graduates leave through here on the way to society. The
golden years on the campus will stay indelible through their whole lives.

The campus remains, students come and go. Youth is the permanent resident.
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Ascending

Tan Kah Kee, founder of Xiamen University, supervised the design and construction of Jiannan Auditorium. Facing the sea, the
auditorium is still the main meeting venue to this day.
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