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[0On a planel )
Captain’s Voice: Ladies and gentlemen, we are about to

begin our descent into Los Angeles(1).
Captain’s Voice: The sound you have just heard is the

landing gear locking into place(2). The Los Angeles
weather is clear and the temperature is 72. We expect
to make our four-hour-and-eighteen-minute flight on
schedule(3). We enjoyed having you on board and look
forward to seeing you again in the near future.

[At the Airportl

Man’s Voice: Please hold handrail and stand to the right(4).
If you wish to pass, please do so on the left(5).

Recorded Voice: Your attention, please, parking in this area
is limited to three minutes only(6). Please do not leave
your car unattended(7).

[Ben’s graduation party at homel

Mr. Braddock’s Voice: Hey. What’s the matter? The guests
are all downstairs, Ben. They’re all waiting to see you.

Ben: Look,dad, could you explain to them that I have to be
alone for a while?

Mr. Braddock’s Voice: These are all our good friends, Ben.
Most of them have known you since, well, practically(8)
since you were born. What is it, Ben?

Ben: I'm just...

Mr. Braddock: Worried?

Ben: Well...

Mr. Braddock: About what?

Ben: I guess, about my future.

Mr. Braddock: What about it?

Ben: Idon’tknow. I want it to be...

Mr. Braddock: To be what?
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(1) Begin our descent into Los Angeles: A plane is preparing to land
in the airport of L.A., California, U.S.A.

(2) The landing gear locking into place: the noise of a bump or thump
when the plane gets into a safe position to land.

(3) On schedule: on time; correct to the E.T.A—Estimated Time of
Arrival or the announced time of arrival.

(4) Stand to the right: Move to the right side to hold the rail, so the aisle
is clear on half of the hallway.

(5) Do so on the left: If in a hurry or if you wish to pass those holding
on to the rail, please walk on the left side of the aisle.

(6) Is limited to three minutes only: short term parking to be used only
to help a person with the luggage, not to be used if the driver
must enter the airport to find his passenger.

(7) Unattended: Do not park your car and have the driver go away;
keeping an eye on or watching the car.

(8) Practically: almost.
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Ben: Different.

Mrs. Braddock: Is anything wrong?

Mr. Braddock: No! No, we’re just on our way downstairs!

Mrs. Braddock: The Carlsons are here.

Mr. Braddock: They are? Well, come on.

Mrs. Braddock: They came all the way from Tarzana. Come
on! Let’s get cracking(1).

Mr. Braddock: It’s a wonderful thing to have so many
devoted(2) friends.

Mr. Carlson: Hey, there’s our award-winning scholar(3).

Mrs. Carlson: We're all very proud of you, Ben.

Ben: Thank you, Mrs. Carlson.

Mr. Carlson: Is that the new car out there, the little red Wop
(4) job?

Mr. Braddock: That’s Ben’s graduation present(5).

Mr. Carlson: Won’t have much trouble picking them up(6)
in that, will you?

Ben: Sir?

Mr. Carlson: The girls. The chicks(7). The...the teeny boppers(8).

Mrs. Carlson: I think Ben has gotten beyond the teeny
bopper stage(9),haven’t you, Ben?

Ben: Yes, ma’ma.

Ben: Excuse me. I think I'd just like to check something on
the car for a minute...

Mr. Loomis: Hey, here’s the track star(10). How are you,
track star?

Ben: Just fine, Mr. Loomis.

Mr. Loomis: I want to get a drink and then I want to hear all
about that thing(11) you won, that Hopperman award.

Ben: Helpingham.

Mr. Loomis: Helpingham! Right! Now you wait right here.
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(1) Let’s get cracking: the same as “Let’s get the show on the road.” Let
us start, get moving, begin.

(2) Devoted: caring, loyal, can be relied upon.

(3) Our award-winning scholar: a student who has won honors in
class, has earned the high marks.

(4) Wop: a term, to refer to a person or an item from Italy, not used in
polite company.

(5) Graduation present: a gift for completing successfully the entire
program in college or university.

(6) Picking them up: finding young girls to date, persuading young
women to ride in his fancy foreign car.

(7) Chicks: Here it refers to pretty unattached (single) young women.

(8) Teeny boppers: very young teen-age girls, unsophisticated,
innocent girls in their early teens.

(9) Gotten ...bopper stage: Ben is too old to date young teen-age girls.
Ben only wants to date girls more or near his age.

(10) Track star: an athlete who competes successfully in track and
field sports. Track consists of running, jumping, pole vaulting
and high jump. To be a “star”, you must be a winner.

(11) I want to hear all about that thing: I want to learn about, know the
requirements needed to win and the difficulties and challenges

involved.




Lady1: Ben, we’re all so proud of you.

Lady2: Proud, proud, proud, proud, proud.

Lady3: What are you going to do now?

Ben: I was going to go upstairs for a minute...

Lady3: No, I meant with your future(1).

Lady2: With your life.

Ben: Well, that’s a little hard to say...

Mr. McGuire: Ben!

Ben: Excuse me. Mr. McGuire.

Mr. McGuire: Ben.

Ben: Mr. McGuire.

Mr. McGuire: Come with me for a minute. Ben , I want to
talk to you. Excuse us, Joana(2).

Joana: Of course.

Mr. McGuire: I just want to say one word to you , just one
word.

Ben: Yes, sir.

Mr. McGuire: Are you listening?

Ben: Yes,Iam.

Mr. McGuire: Plastics(3).

Ben: Exactly how do you mean?

Mr. McGuire: There is a great future in plastics(4). Think
about it(5). Will you think about it?

Ben: Yes, I will..

Mr. McGuire: Sure. Enough said(6). That’s a deal(7).

Woman 1: Here he is now. Here’s Ben.

Ben: Excuse me justa minute...

Mrs. Terhune’s Voice: Listen, everybody, I want you all to
be quiet. I've got Ben’s college yearbook(8) here. I just want
to read you some of the wonderful things about Ben. Be
quiet, please. Captain(9),the cross country team(10), head

ﬂ
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(1) I meant with your future: Not where you are going at this moment
but what your plans are for your life. How do you see your future

employment or career?

(2) Excuse us, Joana: We are leaving for a private conversation. I beg
your pardon, but we require a private conversation of a serious

matter or nature.

(3) Plastics: a new manufactured item. %%}

(4) A great future in plastics: A job with the plastics industry is a royal
road to success. The future is wide open for the plastics industry.

(5) Think about it: Keep plastics in mind when weighing your options
for future employment.

(6) Enough said: end of conversation. We had discussed this matter
long enough.

(7) That’s a deal: It is settled. We have reached a settlement.

(8) College yearbook: A record of activities, parties, sports that have
happened during a one-year-school termwith pictures of the
students, comments about the achievements of each, personal
statements from friends, published by the university and kept
by each student as a permanent cherished memory.

(9) Captain: the leader of a team.

(10) Cross country team: a team of runners who compete by running,
not on a groomed track, but in open country.
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of the debating club, the associate-editor(1) of the )

college newspaper in his junior year(2), managing editor
(3) in his senior year(4)...

Mrs. Robinson: Oh, I guess this isn’t the bathroom, is it?

Ben: It’s down the hall.

Mrs. Robinsen: How are you, Benjamin?

Ben: Fine, thank you, Mrs. Robinson. The bathroom is down
at the end of the hall.

Mrs. Robinson: Such a pleasant room.

Ben: Look, Mrs. Robinson, I don’t mean to be rude but(5)
I'm..I’'mawfully...

Mrs. Robinson: Is there an ashtray in here?

Ben: No.

Mrs. Robinson: Oh, yes. I forgot the track star doesn’t
smoke.

Mrs. Robinson: Is it a girl(6)?

Ben: Is what a girl(7)?

Mrs. Robinson: Whatever it is that’s upsetting you(8).

Ben: Oh-no. I’m just sort of disturbed(9) about things.

Mrs. Robinson: In general(10).

Ben: That’s right.

Mrs. Robinson: Well, congratulations.

Ben: Thank you.-

Mrs. Robinson: Oh, Benjamin, I want to ask you something.

Ben: What?

Mrs. Robinson: Will you take me home?

Ben: What?

Mrs. Robinson: My husband took the car. Will you drive me
home?

Ben: Here, you take it(11).
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(1) Associate-editor: one of several students who help or assist in
producing the newspaper for the college.

(2) Junior year: in his third year of a four-year course.

(3) Managing editor: the person in charge.

(4) Senior year: the last year at school.

(5)Idon’t mean to be rude but: I do not wish to be impolite. He is asking

her to leave.

(6) Is it a girl: Are you upset with me here because you are interested

in one special girl?

(7) Is what a girl: I do not know what you are talking about. What girl?
Who are you talking about? I am confused.

(8) Upsetting you: causilig Ben distress, discomfort.

(9) Sort of disturbed: Ben says he is rather upset, not deeply disturbed,
but very uncomfortable.

(10) In general: about different matters, not one specific thing.

(11) Here, you take it: Ben offers Mrs. Robinson his car keys. He does
not want to drive her home. He really wants her to leave him

alone.
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Ben: Do you know how to_work a foreign shift(1)? You
don’t?

Mrs. Robinson: No.

Ben: Let’s go.

[At Mrs. Robinson’s housel

Mrs. Robinson: Thank you.

Ben: Right.

Mrs. Robinson: Will you come in, please?

Ben: What?

Mrs. Robinson: I’ d like you to come in till I get the lights on(2).

Ben: What for(3)?

Mrs. Robinson: Because I don’t feel safe until I get the lights
on. Would you mind walking ahead of me to the sun
porch(4)? I feel funny about coming into a dark house.

Ben: Butit’s light in there.

Mrs. Robinson: Please. What do you drink? Bourbon(5)?

Ben: Look, Mrs. Robinson, I drove you home. I was glad to
do it. But I have some things on my mind(6). Can you
understand that?

Mrs. Robinson: Yes.

Ben: Allright.

Mrs. Robinson: What do you drink? Benjamin—Im sorry to
be this way, but Idon’t want to be left alone(7) in this house.

Ben: Why not?.

Mrs. Robinson: Please wait till my husband gets home.

Ben: When is he coming back?

Mrs. Robinson: I don’t know. Drink?

Ben: No. Are you always this much afraid of being alone?

Mrs. Robinson: Yes.

Ben: Well, why can’t you just lock the doors and go to bed?

Mrs. Robinson: I’m very neurotic(8).
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(1) Work a foreign shift: Are you able to drive a car which is not an

-

automatic? Can you use a clutch and a movable gearshift?

(2) Get the lights on: turn the lights on. Here Mrs. Robinson used it as
an excuse not to enter a darkened home alone or a reason to
have Ben goin with her.

(3) What for: Why? For what reason?

(4) Sun porch: It is an brightly lit area of a house, with many large
windows to allow the sun to stream in. Usually it is located at
the side or rear of a house. It is a place for causal entertaining
and relaxed living, reading, watching T.V. and playing family
games.

(5) Bourbon: American liquor from the southern states, known also as
Jim Bean or Southern Comfort.

(6) Thave some things on my mind: I have a lot of things to think about;
I have decisions to make. I have to think about my future, my
work, and my career. I need private time to settle important
matters in my life.

(7) Idon’t want to be left alone: Do not go away and leave me alone.

(8) Neurotic: paranoid, ill (sick) with uncontrolled thoughts, which do
not make sense and are not real. The fear is real to the paranoid
person although unreasonable. For example, a neurotic person
after closing and locking the door would go back to check if the

door is locked many times.
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