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One week after graduation, Melissa packs her belongings and prepares to move home
to Washington State with her parents. Before leaving, Melissa and Drew have a serious
conversation about their future.

Melissa: It’s going to be so strange not being in school anymore!

Drew: No kidding! It’s going to be weird not having to get up every morning for
class or to head off to the library. How’s the packing coming along?
Melissa: Good! I am almost done. I didn’t realize how much junk I had!

Drew (aughipg): I hear you! I've got the same problem at my place! T bet your
parents are looking forward to you moving back home.
Melissa: Yeah, I guess. Yesterday, I talked with mom and she said that I needed to get
a job as soon as possible.

Drew: What types of jobs did your mother have in mind'?

Melissa: She suggested working for my aunt and uncle, who own a pharmacy in
Seattle—I would much rather stay here with Allison and Jeff and work
towards my Master’s Degree!

[ know! I am going to miss everyone so much! But I promise that I'll
fly up to Washington to see you before I head off to the Peace Corps” in
September.

: Do you think that you'll be able to get everything ready before then?

I hope so! I've got a lot to do before my teaching gig’ begins! First, I have
to get my passport and then all of my shots. I am afraid that I am going to
resemble a pincushion before I am finished with all of those inoculations!

: Drew, do you think it’s totally safe going to that country? I mean, after 9/ 11
and all? What if some anti-American demonstration happens inside the
country or someone decides to kidnap you?

: Melissa! Stop stressing so much! I'll be fine! You know how I feel about
teaching English overseas! It will be the opportunity of a lifetime! And
I'll be able to help and encourage so many young people. It will be worth
it—you’ll see!

: OK. But promise me that you won’t take any chances. If something
happens, please contact the U.S. Embassy immediately and leave the
country as quickly as you can. Don’t be a hero!
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Several days later, Melissa leaves for Washington. Her mother meets her at the airport.

Mrs. Jones:

Melissa:

Mrs. Jones:

Melissa:

Hi honey! Your plane was late. What happened? And I was just about to go
home when they announced your flight had arrived.

Somebody ran backwards through the security checkpoint without
authorization and they closed down the entire concourse of the airport
trying to find him.”

Wow! Did they find him?

Yes, finally! What a pain! I had to take off my shoes twice and pile all of my
stuff into those plastic containers! Then, when I finally went through the
security monitors, I accidentally left a fingernail file in my pocket, which set
off the alarm.

Mrs. Jones Uaughing): Interesting! I would have never guessed! You don’t look like a

Melissa:

terrorist!

Very funny, mom! Let’s go and get my bags so we can get out of here and go
to lunch. T am starving!
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4 What is the Peace Corps? When was it first established and what types of jobs can
volunteers participate in during their two-year commitment?

According to the official website (http://www.peacecorps.gov), the Peace Corps was
established in 1960, when then-senator John F. Kennedy encouraged students at the
University of Michigan to promote peace and friendship by working and living in
developing countries throughout the world. This movement became what today is
known as the Peace Corps. To date, over 170,000 people have participated in the
Peace Corps in 136 host countries and have worked with various issues, such as AIDS
education, information technology, and environmental preservation.
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Two weeks later, Melissa and her family are having breakfast, when the phone rings. It’s
Allison, Melissa’s best friend from college.

Allison: Hi Melissa! I just wanted to call you and give you the good news!

Melissa: Let me guess!! You've finally paid off your credit card? Been elected the first
woman president of a small country? Won the Nobel Peace Prize?

Allison (aughipg): Very funny! Actually, Jeff has just gotten a wonderful job at a
company called Blue Nile—it’s a company that sells diamonds and upscale'
jewelry online.

Melissa: Aren't they based in Seattle! Does that mean you and Jeff are moving here?

Allison: Yes! I can’t believe it! We’ll be moving to Seattle in September! I know that
your family doesn’t live in Seattle, but I wanted to see if you could give us

any suggestions about where to get an apartment until we are familiar with
the city.

Melissa: Sure! I have several friends who live in Seattle and an aunt and uncle who
own a business in the city.

Allison: Also, Jeff and I are getting married in Hawaii at the end of August! We’d be
honored if you would be a bridesmaid at our wedding. What do you think?

Melissa: - Awesome! What a wonderful place to get married! I can’t wait!

Allison: I am so looking forward to seeing you again! And moving to Seattle! Jeff
and I have really missed you!

Melissa: I've missed you guys, too! Aloha’!

After saying goodbye to Allison, Melissa calls her aunt about finding an apartment for
Allison and Jeff.

Melissa: Hello! This is Melissa. I am thinking of moving to Seattle and finding a job.
AuntJan: Great! We'd love to see more of you! When are you planning on moving
down this way? What types of jobs are you looking for?

I am actually looking for a job in my field, but will take anything that looks
interesting!
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Well, you are always welcome to work for Uncle Bob and 1. Things have
really picked up” for us the past few months! I know it wouldn’t exactly be

in your field, but you might find it interesting!

You own a pharmacy, right? What kind of things would I be doing for you?
First, you need to get licensed as a Pharmacy Technician*—which we can
do while you work for us. We have a program in place that allows us to
train our own technicians. After successfully mmpletmg several exams, you
could become licensed, and you'd be on your way".

What kind of jobs would I be doing?

You could start downstairs, helping the pharmacist fill prescriptions for our
walk-in customers and then after a short time, you could help Bob with the
medical orders and medical kits for the fishing boats, which constitute the
majority of our business.” Sound interesting?

Let me think about it and I'll get back to you.

OK. Just let me know if you are ever interested. We could certainly use
someone like you at the store!

Thanks! Actually, the reason I was calling was to get some advice about

some of the neighborhoods in Seattle. A friend of mine from college and
her husband are planning on moving to Seattle in September.

Really? I would suggest either Belltown or Queen Anne. Both of those
neighborhoods are nice, centrally located and would be fun to live in—and
have quite a few nice apartments.

Thanks! I'll pass that information on to my friends!

I am glad to have helped! Please let me know if you have any plans to come
down and visit. Bob and [ would love to see you!




Chapter 2 * A Day of Surprises

B 0, BRI LA IR RATEIL TR, i ILA A, il
M SLRI B R B i Ve ] RAE XA e 2 R MR W i, EIRsSiFe
R G TAERA 8 | =

MAATE: WIFT—REE, B2 R LA IRATHIBLEEE?

AN TARIRL. FRATETEL
Wl-ﬁilﬂ‘ﬁﬁ ﬁ{ﬂiﬁj?’—*"#ﬁf‘ﬂ‘]lﬁﬁ ATEAE TR A S AEE
. fEEEILITERGE, PREEFBREERT.

MARSE: MRETILLEILE?

B : AL AERE T I 0, Memis EmAmmsE (Meh) i,
ik /BRI ) 2 i 4 0 h 180 A B R R B R 2GR, KRR TR AN
EEks%. wmRRAEED?

MARSE: RAEBE, FREKAE,

B : W, EOUEEIE, ATBEEE RRR, ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ’%%ﬁﬁfﬁﬁi,ﬁ}%ﬁ#
AL

MRS Bl RITVFELLRBWT R ERES AN EEBRHEL, RA¥
F— AR Fadb U R 4T 5O A e B v R A % .

B FONG? IBRE BN DURERE BB, KA BSAS, T
s, EEEIRESRA SI——— WA WS 2 AR A AT

IMANEE: #il RSBXB[BEFRRIMKMN!

B RENGEW L] DR HAORE R, BE AR, ﬁfﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁ.
PrUE!

B pickup: (BRZS) BR. . 28

® Pharmacy Technician: ZFTENE. REAMBSENEE. SBIERA. ERX. BKEERGRERA.

B onone'sway: (BESZ) HHEFP. BLNE.

§ pharmacist BFRIT. =EBHBENSTIVASIEARZNZINEG. EERRERSIIAZTHESBHIESHES
7L, AN ERRNEES. ARETSRENREHE (Health Care Provider) : walk-in: REFLIMHEN.



