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Introduction

Suddenly, a crowd of enemy soldiers came running across the field,
shouting wildly. The young soldier didn’t have time to think. He threw
his rifle*into position” and fired a first wild shot!

(Stephen Crane; The Red Badge of Courage)

One night, I woke up suddenly ... I thought I heard a sound ...
Someone was walking about outside my room.
“Who's there?”I called. Nobody answered ... Then I heard a laugh.
It was a terrible; cruel'laugh!
(Charlotte Bronté; Jane Eyre)

People have always enjoyed telling stories and hearing them.
Stories of adventure®about brave men and women in danger have
always been popular® And people have always liked mystery*
stories. They like them because they are exciting and a little
frightening*at the same time. But until about 1830 few people
read them. In those days most people did not learn to read and
write. Books were very expensive and readers did not usually
spend money on fiction?

But after 1830 things changed very quickly. Almost all the
stories in this book were written between 1830 and 1914. During
that time, popular novels were published for the first time. As more
people learned to read, businessmen produced”magazines: These
cost only a penny and came out*every week. Many great novels in
the nineteenth century were first printed”in these magazines and
later published*as books. By 1870 everybody in Britain had to go
to school and by 1900 almost everybody could read. The novelists®
wrote the kinds of story that interested ordinary*readers.

The nineteenth century was a time when scientists* were
discovering"new things every year. People were excited but also
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worried when they read the scientists’ reports: What happens if
an experiment 'goes wrong? Mary Shelley*was the first to ask this
question in a famous story, Frankenstein. Her scientist wants to
create* life but creates a monster* Many years later, Robert Louis
Stevenson® wrote a powerful story about a scientist who uses
himself for his experiment. There is good and bad in everybody.
But what happens if you can become two people, one good and
one bad? This is the story of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.

In those days, houses were dark at night because there was no
electric” light. It was easy to imagine’ ghosts’ there. And in other
countries worse things probably existed. Bram Stoker*imagined a
vampire® living in Romania. The vampire drank human blood.
Readers today know his name, Dracula; because they have seen
him in many films.

Ghost stories do not always need the dark to frighten® us.
Thomas Hood wrote a story about a man with two shadows®
When one of the greatest novelists in English, Henry James?
wrote a ghost story. The young narrator of The Turn of the Screw, a
governess; sees the ghost during the day.

Sometimes the mystery in the house is about a person who
lives in a room behind closed doors. Another young governess,
Jane Eyre, wakes up in the night. She hears footsteps outside her
door and someone with a cruel laugh. Who lives upstairs and
frightens her? We read one of the great romantic" novels of the
nineteenth century to find out.

The first crime stories were written at that time. Until then
there were no real police in many countries and crimes* were
often solved by private detectives. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle"wrote
about the most famous, Sherlock Holmes, but many years before
that, the American writer, Edgar Allan Poe} wrote a story about a
French detective, Dupin® The Murders in the Rue Morgue. In these

stories the detective can solve the crime because he is more
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intelligent” than the police. Writers like Agatha Christie’ copied
the methods'of Poe and Doyle.

We still enjoy reading stories about men who escape* from
prison’ Of course the herd'is not a criminal’ He must be someone
who has done nothing wrong. The French novelist, Alexandre
Dumas; wrote the first famous escape story, The Count of Monte
Cristo. Mark Twain’s' The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is about a
different kind of escape. Before the American Civil War" there
were still black slaves'in the United States. Young Huckleberry
Finn escapes from his bad father and helps a slave to escape.

The American Civil War produced one of the most powerful
stories about war. In this story, The Red Badge of Courage, Stephen
Crane imagined the feelings of a young soldier in his first battle”
He wants to be a hero. But he is afraid that he will run away*
Everybody imagined that Crane was an old soldier. The story is
so real. But he was not even born when the war took place.

As the main European countries prepared for the First World
War, two kinds of stories about spies’became popular. The great
Polish writer, Joseph Conrad; wrote The Secret Agent. This novel
shows the world of spies as it really is. In this world, nobody is
honest. The modern* novelist, John Le Carré] writes stories like
this. A more romantic spy story, with good spies and bad ones, is
John Buchan’s’ The Thirty-nine Steps.

Almost all these stories were written over a hundred years ago
but they are still popular. There have been films of them all
except the one by Thomas Hood; the same story was often made
into a film many times. We have all heard the names of many of
the characters*— Frankenstein, Dracula, Sherlock Holmes. The
writers of these stories showed the way to the best-selling"writers
of today, and their methods are the same. We love these exciting
stories. We want to know what will happen next. Or we want to
find the answer to the mystery.
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Chapter 1  Frankenstein
Mary Shelley

Mary Shelley” (1797-1851) was the daughter of two writers,
William Godwin and Mary Wollstonecraft. Her mother died
when she was a baby. When she was seventeen, Mary fell in love
with the poet, Shelley. He married her when his wife died two
years later. In 1816 they were staying in Switzerland near another
poet, Byron; and Byron said:“Why don’t we each write a horror*
story?”Mary’s story, Frankenstein, is one of the most famous stories
in British literature’ She wrote other books after Shelley’s death
in an accident®” in 1822 but they are not popular today.
Frankenstein is an interesting story with new ideas for its time
because the monster is not bad. He only becomes bad when
people are unkind to him.

Frankenstein lived happily as a child in Geneva'in Switzerland.
His parents also took a young girl, Elizabeth, into their home.
Frankenstein was always interested in science. So when he was
seventeen, his father sent him to the University of Ingoldstadt.

Frankenstein creates life

I arrived at Ingoldstadt and started studying. I was good at*
science and decided to give all my time to it. On my first day, my
new teacher, Mr Waldman, told me to forget everything that I
already knew.

“If you want to become a real scientist,’he said,“you must learn
all the sciences. But I want to teach you chemistry. That is an area’
of science that is growing. We are discovering new things all the
time. So it is a very important subject.”

I listened carefully to Mr Waldman. He took me to his
laboratory*and showed me his experiments. I was very excited by



everything that I saw. Mr Waldman gave me a list"of new books
to read.

At the end of the day I was tired but happy. I will always
remember that day because it decided’'my future®

I became a good student. From the first day, chemistry was my
favourite® subject. Mr Waldman was an excellent teacher and I
met the other scientists at the university. I worked on
experiments in the laboratory all the time. Sometimes I stayed
there all night until the stars disappeared®from the sky. In the
mornings, | was tired but happy. I went to my lessons, read a lot
of books and understood more and more.

For two years I worked hard and did not visit Geneva. I
wanted to discover where life came from. I wanted to
experiment with science as much as possible. I wanted to create
life. But first I had to understand death. I studied the human
body. I also studied dead bodies. I was very interested in the
change from life to death. I saw how a body changes. I learned
how bodies are made.

And what was the result of all my experiments? I discovered
the secret of life. I learned how to create life. I was very surprised
and very happy. At first, I did not know what to do with my new
powers. I could create life, but life needs to be inside a body. So I
went to hospitals and looked at more dead bodies. I took parts of
human bodies back to my laboratory. After a few months, I began
to create a human form®

It was difficult work. I decided to make the person very large
and tall. It was easier to work on a large body. I worked in secret*
in my laboratory at the top of the house. The summer months
passed. The weather was beautiful, but I never went outside. I was
too busy. I did not want to stop my work for anything. I forgot
about my friends and my family. I did not write to them. I knew
that my father and Elizabeth worried about me. I received letters,
but I did not answer them. I thought only about my experiment.



Autumn came. My work was nearly finished, but my health
was not good. I could not eat or sleep. I did not talk to anyone.
Every night I felt ill and very nervous’ I was afraid. But I could
not stop.

One cold night in November, I saw the first result*of my hard
work.The body of the man in front of me had no life in it. It was
one o’clock in the morning, and rain was falling outside.
Nervously I used my tools to create life inside the body. Then
I saw his yellow eyes open. He breathed*and moved his arms
and legs.

Success! The body was moving. After years of work, here was a
human life! I looked at him. How can I describe’ my feelings?
The man was terribly ugly. He had thick black hair and white
teeth, but his skin was yellow and dry. His eyes were very pale* He
was a monster.

After nearly two years of this experiment, I looked at the ugly
monster and I was afraid. My dream disappeared. I ran out of the
laboratory and went to my bedroom. I threw myself on the bed
and tried to forget about the monster.

But when I fell asleep, I had wild dreams. I thought I saw
Elizabeth. She was walking in Ingoldstadt. When I kissed her, her
mouth became cold. It was like a kiss of death.

Chapter 2 The Count of Monte Cristo
Alexandre Dumas

The French novelist, Alexandre Dumas (1802—1870), was the son
of one of Napoleon’s officers. His father died when he was a
little boy. Alexandre grew up with a romantic idea of Napoleon®
and the history of France. When Napoleon lost the Battle of
Waterloo® (1815), kings returned to France. But Dumas’s exciting
stories helped the French people to remember their country’s



