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Culture Sector
PREFACE

Mr. Roland LIN Chih-Hung, city planner and art historian, contributes, under my
supervision to the coordination and the management of several international
operational heritage safeguarding activities undertaken in various Asian
countries. The projects are set within the framework of the UNESCO extra-
budgetary resources and in particular in Afghanistan, Central Asia, India and
Nepal (first as part of the Division of Cultural Heritage and then at the World
Heritage Centre).

As stated in its Constitutional Act, one of the most important missions of
UNESCO since its inception has been to ensure the conservation, protection and
promotion of the world's cultural heritage, a source of eternal values in the
memory and history of humankind. Cultural heritage is the embodiment of a
people’s religious, anthropological and spatial world-view in space and time, and
expresses the coming together of different culture. Since 1960, UNESCO has
launched a number of International Safeguarding Campaigns. The first, carried
out in Nubia in Upper Egpyt and involved the spectacular transfer of the Abu
Simbel monuments. The world’s memory of this first great campaign remains with
us. These international campaigns were supplemented by various safeguarding
operations funded by UNESCO Member States and the international community,
including the successfull rescue of the monuments of Borobudur in Indonesia and
Kathmandu Valley in Nepal, among others. Now, some 50 years later, Mr. Lin is
helping me in UNESCO HQs to manage one of UNESCO's most important
safeguarding project at the World Heritage Site of Bamiyan, Afghanistan, after
the wake of the destruction by the Taleban of the Giant Buddhas at Bamyan in
March 2001. The site of Bamiyan (Cultural Landscape and Archaeological
Remains of the Bamiyan Valley) was inscribed simultaneously on the UNESCO
World Heritage List and List in Danger in 2003. UNESCO considers that the
current initiatives for the conservation and sustainable management of the World
Heritage properties of Bamiyan contribute to promoting peace and fostering
sustainable development, in particular for the people of Bamiyan, and in
Afghanistan as a whole, by demonstrating the possibility of building sustainable
communities on recognition of cultural diversity and the appropriate use of the
natural and cultural environment.

| believe that Mr. Lin's book on “World Heritage and Historic Cities in the
perspective of culture diversity” will be able to provide the Chinese public a
general knowledge of the three legal instruments that form the pillar of
UNESCO's advocacy for the protection of cultural diversity in its different
dimensions namely: the Convention conceming the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972), the Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003), and the Convention on the protection and
Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005). In accordance with the
1972 Convention, UNESCO assists States in preserving their urban heritage. In
additional to yielding numerous benefits, the inclusion of a site in the World
Heritage may have some undesirable outcomes, owing, in particular, to
inappropriate management of tourism or construction projects in cities. To guard
against such consequences, UNESCO has assisted in the elaboration of
international standards for successful urban development, and helps facilitate
consensus among the various stakeholders. The goal is to strike a fair balance
between the constraints imposed by conservation of historic urban centers and
the legitimate requirements of modernization, without compromising their identity.
UNESCO is now being requested by its Member States to prepare and present a
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new Recommendation within its normative activity on the “Historic Urban
Landscape”.

| am very pleased to present Mr Lin's book on “World Heritage and Historic Cities
in the perspective of culture diversity” which will certainly contribute to sensitize
the Chinese public authorities, the private sector and the civil society on the value
of cultural heritage, in particular on historic cities through lessons learned in the
various international campaigns launched by UNESCO and various examples of
“*harmony and sustainable development in historic cities” such as in France (the
Faubourg Saint-Antoine of Paris and the historical center in Rennes), the historic
city of Santiago de Compostela in Spain, and the famous Confucius city of Qufu
in China.

[DEN

Francesco Bandarin
Assistant Director-General for Culture UNESCO
Former Director of the World Heritage Centre
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PREFACE

I had the opportunity to know and work with Mr Roland LIN Chih-Hung, when he joined the
UNESCO Division of Cultural Heritage, Asia Section, as a young expert in the mid ‘90s. Since the
beginning his interest focused on the operational activities undertaken in various Asian countries,
under the scheme of extra-budgetary resources and in particular in China, Nepal and Viet Nam.
Through the experience acquired in international cooperation programmes within UNESCO (first in
the Division of Cultural Heritage and then at the World Heritage Centre), Mr Lin was able to provide
both the Chinese public and the international communities with his thoughts, now reflected in this
book on “World Heritage and Historic Cities in the perspective of culture diversity” which is an
ambitious task performed with deep knowledge of both aspects of normative texts prepared by
UNESCO and of the concrete challenges, faced by World Heritage sites and historic cities in particular.
representing mainly 1/3 of the whole list of World Cultural and Natural Heritage.

Mr Lin’s book comes at an important phase in the development of awareness of the importance of
cultural heritage in historic cities confronted by so many challenges. It reminds the reader that the
cultural heritage of a people is the memory of its living culture and the result of many different
influences which make the richness of its diversity. In art. 7 of the UNESCO Universal Declaration on
Cultural Diversity adopted in November 2001, in the wake of the destruction of the Giant Buddhas at
Bamyan (March 2001) and the attacks of 11 September in New York, cultural heritage is recognized as
the “wellspring of diversity.” Article 7 underlines the fact that “cultural heritage in all its forms must
be preserved, enhanced and handed on to future generations a s a record of human experience and
aspirations, so as to foster creativity in all its diversity and to inspire genuine dialogue among
cultures.”

Therefore, 1 consider that Mr Lin’s book will certainly contribute to sensitize public authorities, the
private sector and the civil society on the value of cultural heritage, in particular on historic cities
through lessons learned in the various international campaigns launched by UNESCO in Nubia
(Egypt); Borobudur (Indonesia); Tikal (Guatemala); Citadel, Sans Souci, Ramiers, National History
Park (Haiti) in Fez (Morocco) and Kathmandu Valley (Nepal). Mr Lin presents various examples of
“harmony and sustainable development in other cities such as in France (the old Quarters of Paris), the
historical center in Rennes, the historic city of Santiago de Compostela in Spain, and the famous
historical and cultural city of Qufu in China.

It is challenging to see how these various examples can ‘speak to each other’ and how lessons can be
drawn for the need to harmonize the new economic and social needs of the inhabitants with the original
urban pattern, without compromising identity and authenticity.

Furthermore, the book is being published at the right moment, precisely when UNESCO is being

requested by its Member States to prepare and present a new Recommendation within its normative
activity on the “Historic Urban Landscape”.

C——m/ ;.7 -
Mounir Bouchenaki

Director-General, ICCROM
Former Assistant Director-General for Culture, UNESCO

Conscrving culture, promoting diversity Conserver la culture, promouvoir la diversite
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Preface

The publication World Heritage and Historical Cities in the Perspective of Cultural Diversity is a
work by Roland Lin Chih-Hung, whose exemplary commitment in protecting and preserving our
cultural heritage I have had the pleasure to experience during missions in Central Asia and China. In
addition, ICOMOS has been able to rely on his excellent cooperation in our joint efforts to safeguard
the fragments of the Giant Buddhas of Bamiyan. The book comes out at a time when a debate of the
past years on historic ensembles and their surroundings is meant to lead to a new UNESCO
Recommendation on the Conservation of Historic Urban Landscapes, — a recommendation that will
hopefully continue the tradition of the still very useful and helpful UNESCO Recommendation
Concerning the Safeguarding and Contemporary Role of Historic Areas (Warsaw / Nairobi 1976).

In contrast to archaeological sites reminding us of urban life in earlier times historic urban
organisms can still harmoniously combine all functions defining urban life — living, working, cultural
and educational institutions, administration, etc. Of course, they also have to meet the demands of our
times. The fact that the authors of the Venice Charter, the founding document of ICOMOS, were
already very much aware of the problems concerning historic centres is shown by the “Motion
concerning protection and rehabilitation of historic centres” adopted in 1964 by the same International
Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic Monuments. Given the destructive interventions in
historic towns and old quarters in the last decades and faced with the devastating consequences of
some already out-dated principles of modern urban planning — e.g. the ideal of separation of functions
or the ideal of the “traffic-compatible city” — it was as early as in 1987 that ICOMOS used its “Charter
for the Conservation of Historic Towns and Urban Areas” (Charter of Washington) to define
principles, objectives and methodologies for the preservation of the historic fabric of our historic
centres.

In each case it is a matter of showing respect for the historic structure of an old town, developed
over centuries, and consideration for its authentic character. First and foremost, our aim should be to
preserve a continuity authenticated by built historic witnesses. Such reflections are also valid for the
famous historic cities inscribed on the UNESCO List, such as the historic centres of Rome and
Florence, of Sana’a and Shibam, Dubrovnik and Split, Marrakech, Regensburg and Bamberg, and
many others. If we compare such historic ensembles, also introduced by Roland Lin in his book by
using the example of Qufu (China), with the sometimes disastrous developments in modern urban
planning and with the uncontrolled sprawl of the suburbs devouring the open land, this shows that
dealing with the wealth and diversity of our historic cities is an adequate approach to find measures to
tackle conflicts between development and continuity, functionality and humanity: The historic town
centres can teach us how to preserve and develop intelligent solutions for a sustainable development.

Historic towns and villages remain man-made cultural achievements of unequalled sustainability.
Dealing with them turns them into places of social, ecological and technical innovation. And it is only
up to us to use this potential in order not to lose values we will need in the future. In this context, the
towns on the World Heritage List play a special role: They provide national and international models,
on the basis of which preservation concepts for diverse urbanistic traditions — from the small country
town to the historic centre of a metropolis — can be developed. In this sense, the World Heritage cities
could become forums where the nations will avow themselves in an exemplary way to their own
cultural history and at the same time to the world’s heritage. Such examples remind us to act
responsibly towards the irreplaceability and diversity of the cultural heritage of all nations. They
remind us to use a holistic approach in our town preservation policy, also taking into account man’s
search for historic orientation, identity and security, and his hope for a future where the human scale
will not be lost.

In this spirit, I wish Roland Lin's publication World Heritage and Historical Cities in the Perspective
of Cultural Diversity much success and look forward to continuing the cooperation with this highly
committed and intelligent colleague in the Asia Section of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre.

A M

f (11
» Vv Al
Prof. Dr. Michael Petzet

Honorary President of ICOMOS
President, ICOMOS, Germany

DEUTSCHES NATIONALKOMITEE

Geschiftsstelle: Maximilianstr, 6. 80539 Minchen, Postadresse: Postfach 100 517, 80079 Miinchen
Telefon 089/2422 37 84, Fax 089/242 1985 3, e-mail: icomos@icomos.de
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