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“The Threehil Mountain falls bevond the sky, Esret
Islet the two waters divide.” The popular poem by Li Bai
has ever inspired so many People to set foot here,
exploring scenic beauty, probing into deep serenity.
“The Purple Mountain posturing !jke a curling drason,
the Stone Citadel appearing like a crouching tiger.”
This vivid comparison by Zhuge Liang will surely take
you away into a fascinating fairylandss:««

As an ancient city, Nanjing was bestowed, in its vicissi-
tudes of over 2,400-year history, with more than 40
well-known names, such as Jinling, Shicheng, Moling,
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Yangzhou, Jianye, Jiankang, Baixia, Yingtian, tianjing,
etc. Known as a most beautiful land to the south of the
Yangtze and an ideal capital site for emperors in his-
tory, Nanjing was frequently fousht for by powers
attempting its imposing and unique terrain. Once a
sacred place of six dynasties and the capital for ten
reigns, Nanjing has ever seen so many historic per-
formances put on here during its unrestful changes, now
illustrious, then tragical, now Prosperous, then declining.
Either city walls, mausoleums, Pagodas, monasteries,
or pavilions, buildings, trees, stones, can No doubt
provide a complicated local history for you to read, to

As a beautiful city, Nanjing has its mountains present
you with brocade beauty and waters with jadeite green.
You will never have enough time to enjoy the wonderful
sight along the Qinghuai River and the pretty scene in
those gardens. There are 48 Jinling scenic Spots, every
one of which is enchanting. The "Misty Willow of
Xuanwu” pulls your sentiments, the “Fragrance of
its  poetic

Esgret Islet” brings you quality, “River-

overlooking YanZiji” makes you lost inreveries, “Happy-80
-lucky Mochou” takes you away from sadness «eee-
Wherever in a riot of colour on the Plum Hill, you can
enjoy the picturesgue and poetic flavour and wherever
in the kaleidoscope of Confucius Temple. you will
indulge yourself in particular interest and aesthetic

Nanjing is also a youns city. Either inside Zhongshan
Gate or outside Peace Gate, new buildings spring up;
either by the Yanstze River Bridge or by the Mochou
Lake, new residential quarters are set up; on the bridge
--“The Rainbow across the River”, wheels running,
hooters whislting, by the docks— “The Pearls on the
River”, ships and boats shuttling back and forth,
making a moving forest of masts++++0n the boulevards
sided with sycamores, cedars and metasequoias,
along the traffic roundabouts planted with sorts of
flowers, streams of vehicles and people converge into
a colourful river under the sunshine, then flowing to
institutions, factories, schools, to the bright future ««s«
This, as much as you know, is our Nanjing.
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Stone Citadel, lying on the western slope of Qingliang Hill, was
built in212 A.D. by Sun Quan in Three Kingdoms Period. It was
so named because the city was built on a stone mound, With the
Yangtze River rush‘inp: towards its foot at that time, the
citadel assumed a posture bearing a resemblance to a erouching
tiger overlooking. As the outer defence castle of Eastern Wuy,
it also served as a navy base. There used to be stone ware-
houses within it and a beacon tower at the top. In the Yixi

Period of Eastern Jing, bricks began to be used in the con-
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Golden Autumn of the Ancient City




struction of the city wall and a tall ‘*Sky Tower’’ was built,
on which you could look far into the Yangtze River. After Song
Dynasty the river fell westwards and the river bed adjacent
to the Stone Citadel gradually changed into a piece of flat land.
In 14th century, Zhu Yuanzhang, first emperor of Ming
Dynasty, built Nanjing City Wall, and encircled into it the old
Stone Citadel, which has remained up to now. Hence another

name for Nanjing —— Stone City.
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Ruins of Shitoucheng (Stone Citadel)

7~#MAEZ STONE ENGRAVINGS OF
THE SIX DYNASTIES
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Preserved in Nanjing suburbs and adjoining Jurong and Danyang counties are the
carved stone complexes of the Six Dynasties ( 222-589 A.D.), which are scaitered
at 31 different places. There used to be stone animals, stone pillars and stone tablets.
Right in front of an emperor tomb, Tianlu { a mythical animal) regularly lined up on
the left while unicorn on the right, symbolizing auspiciousness, happiness, dignity
and authority of emperors. The animals in front of the nobles' tombs used to be called
} Bi Xie, (Avoiding Evil), a lion—shaped mythical animal to indicate nobles’ powerful
position. Erected on both sides of the ‘' Sacred Path’' were ornamental columns,
tomb watchtowers and memorial tablets engraved with inscriptions as the tomb de-

corations or symbols. The stone carvings of the Six Dynasties are regarded as the

art treasure in the medieval times of our country.
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This pottery cart was unearthed from a tomb
of the Southern Dynasties in Shashi (Gravel)
Hill outside Zhonghua Gate of Nanjing in 1955.
Made of grey pottery, it has a square carriage
with a small door at the right rear. This kind
of ox—cart was popular during Eastern Jin and
the Southern Dynasties. The upper class took

it a great pleasure to ride on it.
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TWO TOMBS OF SOUTHERN
TANG DYNASTY
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Known as ‘‘the Underground Palace’’, the two tombs of
Southern Tang Dynasty were located at the southern foot of
Zhutang Mountain in the southern suburbs of Nanjing. They are
the tombs of Li Bian and Li Jing, the grandfather and father
of Li Yu, the emperor of late Southern Tang Dynasty. The
tombs are called Qing and Shun respectively. The Qing Tomb
is 21 metres long and 10 metres wide, with thirteen coffin
chambers, which were constructed entirely of bricks while
preserving the taste of wood. Each chamber has a colour—painted
and arch—vaulted ceiling supported by stone pillars and

beams. l.ook at the ceiling and you find a map of celestial

phenomena with the sun, the moon and the constellations on it,

while on the ground is a terrain map with mountains and rivers,

symbolizing the world dominated by the feudal emperors. Smaller
in size, the Shun tomb was the imitation of the Qing.

Among over 600 pieces of unearthed cultural relics, there are

.

pottery figures, animals, domestic fowls, and bronzewares,

woodwares, laquerwares. The unearthed jade funeral volume,

which is gold—inlaid, is especially precious among the all. It

was used to record empress’s funeral oration and seldom found

in the past.

FEEZFREE Li Bian Tomb of Southern Tang Dynasty
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Sitting at the foot of Qixia Mountain, Qixia Temple has a long
history of more than 1,500 years. In Tang Dynasty it was one
of the four biggest Buddhist monasteries in China. The temple
is mainly composed of Maitreya Hall, Pilu Hall ( the main hall),
Dharma Hall, Chanting Hall, Seripture Study and the Memorial
Hall in honour of Great Master Jianzhen.

To the northeast of the temple stands a stone dagoba erected
in 601 A.D. in Sui Dynasty. 18 metres in height, it was built
in the shape of an upside—down earthen bowl. Perfectly carved
in bass—relief on the phases of different sections are eight
anecdotes of Sakyamuni's reincarnation, four heavenly guard-
ians and 64 Apsaras in graceful flight. These exquisite
carvings make the dagoba a representative gem of Buddhist art

in the area south of the Yangtze River.
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Built in early Ming Dynasty, Zhonghua City Gate used to be
called Treasure Bowl Gate and got its present name in 1931.
In ancient times, it was a key pass of the city leading to its

southern suburbs.
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Ancient Fortresses of Zhonghua City Gate

The huge and imposing Zhonghua Gate, with 24.5 metres in
height, 128 metres in width and 129 metres in length, was
made up of three jar fortresses linked by archways, creating
three trapping sections. It was built with huge rectangular
slabs of stone and special wall bricks and there are altogether
27 casemates with a capacity of housing 3000 soldiers. On
each of the fortresses, apart from double—panel wooden
gates, there used to be a huge stone block gate sliding verti-
cally with the help of grooves. By giving enemy the way into
the city gate and then dropping the block gate to trap the
enemy into three parts, defenders on the top of the fortresses
would be thus provided with such a favourable situation as
what people call ** to catch a turtle trapped in a jar'’. The
city fortress characteristic of both offensive and defensive
superiorities has been seldom found in the wall gate building
history of the world. Today, the old Zhonghua Gate serves not
only as an important material object for studying the archi-

tecture of city wall and fortress, but also a must for tourists.
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Within the circumference of Linggu Temple
Park, lLinggu Pagoda was built between
1931 and 1935 in honor of the officers
and men who fell in the Northern Expedition
by the National Revolutionary Army. thus
originally named as Memorial Pagoda to
Martyrs. This nine—storied octagonal
pagoda is 66 metres high covered with
glazed blue tiles. On the walls of every
story inscriptions are inlaid. In the middle
of the pagoda there is a spiral staircase
winding up to the top. where one can enjoy
a panoramic view of the area.

In front of the pagoda stands Songfeng
Pine Wind) Pavilion with around a horse—
walking—track gallery drawn with various
kinds of colourfully painted patterns. Sitting
there still. vou could hear blasts of pine

wind blowing.
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#H2R Wuliang (Beamless) Hall
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Standing straight in face of lL.inggu Pagoda. Wuliang Hall was built in 1381 with its original name

It consists of five parts constructed entirely with huge rectangu-

of " Hall of Limitless Brilliance™
lar bricks without any pillar, beam or a single inch of wood. Hence the present name Wuliang Hall

Beamless Halll. In 1929 it began to serve as a sacrificial hall in honor of the dead officers and
men of the National Revolutionary Army. Inscripted on the huge stone tablets inlaid on walls are the
names of those who devoted their lives in the Northern Expedition. Inlaid on the wall of the main hall
* Spirit Shrine for the Martyrs

is a huge stone tablet inscripted with solemn Chinese characters, *

of the National Revolutionary Army. ™’
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No. 292 of Changjiang Road, which used
to be the site of Heavenly King Palace
of Taiping Heavenly Kindom, was the
place where Dr. Sun Yat—sen was
inaugurated as the Provisional Presi-
dent on Jan. 1, 1912. So it since
became the presidential house of the
provisional government of ROC. At that
time Dr. Sun Yat—sen worked in a
western styled one—storey building in
a small courtyard in the western part
of West Garden, beyond which is a
Chinese styled two—storey apartment
where he lived. In the small lake of the
garden there is a marble boat, where
Dr. Sun used to meet his firends and
foreign guests, or spend his leisure

time.
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