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% A-7 (Reading Time: 4 1/2 minutes)

What Is Intelligence, Anyway?

What is intelligence, anyway? When I was in the army I received a kind of aptitude
test that all soldiers took and, against a normal of 100, scored 160. No one at the base had
ever seen a figure like that, and for two hours they made a big fuss over me. (It didn’t
mean anything. The next day I was still an ordinary soldier with assistant to the cook as my
highest duty. )

All my life I’ve been registering scores like that, so that I have the complacent feeling
that I’'m highly intelligent, and I expect other people to think so, too. Actually, though,
don’t such scores simply mean that I am very good at answering the type of academic
questions that are considered worthy of answers by the people who make up the intelligence
tests — people with intellectual inclinations similar to mine?

For instance, I had an auto-repair man once, who, on these intelligence tests, could
not possibly have scored more than 80, by my estimate. I always took it for granted that I
was far more intelligent than he was. Yet, when anything went wrong with my car I
hastened to him with it, watched him anxiously as he explored its insides, and listened to
his statements as though they were divine oracles — and he always fixed my car.

Well then, suppose my auto-repair man devised questions for an intelligence test. Or
suppose a carpenter did, or a farmer, or, indeed, almost anyone but an academician. By
every one of those tests, I'd prove myself an idiot. And I'd be an idiot, too. In a world
where I could not use my academic training and my verbal talents but had to do something
intricate or hard, working with my hands, I would do poorly. My intelligence, then, is
not absolute but is a function of the society I live in and of the fact that a small subsection

of that society has managed to impose itself on the rest as an authority in such matters.



Consider my auto-repair man, again. He had a habit of telling me jokes whenever he
saw me. One time he raised his head from under the automobile hood to say: “Doc, a deaf-
and-dumb guy went into a hardware store to ask for some nails. He put two fingers
together on the counter and made hammering motions with the other hand. The clerk
brought him a hammer. He shook his head and pointed to the two fingers he was
hammering. The clerk brought him nails. He picked out the sizes he wanted, and left.
Well Doc, the next guy who came in was a blind man. He wanted scissors. How do you
suppose he asked for them?”

Indulgently, I lifted my right hand and made scissoring motions with my first two
fingers. Whereupon my auto-repair man laughed raucously and said, “Why, you dumb
jerk, he used his voice and asked for them.” Then he said, smugly, “I’ve been trying that
on all my customers today.”

“Did you catch many?” I asked. “Quite a few,” he said, “but I knew for sure I'd catch
you.” “Why is that?” T asked. “Because you’re so goddamned educated, Doc, I knew you
couldn’t be very smart.”

And I have an uneasy feeling he had something there.

552 words

Note: The text is written by Isaac Asimov(1920—1992), the quintessential author of science fiction, who in
his lifetime wrote over 500 books that enlightened, entertained and spanned the realm of human
knowledge.
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What Is Intelligence, Anyway?

Comprehension €xercises

Do the following statements agree with information given in the text?

In blanks 1 -6 write
Y for YES, if the statement agrees with the information;
N for NO, if the statement contradicts the information;
NG for NOT GIVEN, if there is no information on this in the text.

1. Although the author got a very high grade in the aptitude test, he did not
benefit from it.

2. The author believes that intelligence tests are biased in favor of people who
have received formal training.

. 3. The author cited the example of the auto-repair man to show that he is more

intelligent than the auto-repair man.

4. Intelligence is the ability to comprehend; to understand and profit from
experience,

5. It would not be difficult for people like the author to pass intelligence tests
devised by mechanics and other craftsmen.

6. It can be inferred from the text that highly educated people are not
necessarily clever. '
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Complete the sentence below using a word or words from the text.

7. The auto-repair man said the author was too well-educated to be

0 e —————— . - - - -
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Tt A4-E (Reading Time: 5 1/2 minutes)

William H. Gates — Chairman and Chief
Software Architect, Microsoft Corporation

William (Bill) H. Gates is chairman and chief software architect of Microsoft
Corporation, the worldwide leader in software, services and Internet technologies for
personal and business computing. Microsoft had revenues of US$32.19 billion for the
fiscal year ending June 2002, and employs more than 50,000 people in 72 countries and
regions.

Born on Oct. 28, 1955, Gates grew up in Seattle with his two sisters. Their father,
William H. Gates II, is a Seattle attorney. Their late mother, Mary Gates, was a
schoolteacher, University of Washington regent, and chairwoman of United Way
International.

Gates attended public elementary school and the private Lakeside School. There, he
discovered his interest in software and began programming computers at age 13.

In 1973, Gates entered Harvard University as a freshman, where he lived down the
hall from Steve Ballmer, now Microsoft’s chief executive officer. While at Harvard, Gates
developed a version of the programming language BASIC for the first microcomputer —
the MITS Altair.

In his junior year, Gates left Harvard to devote his energies to Microsoft, a company
he had begun in 1975 with his childhood friend Paul Allen. Guided by a belief that the
computer would be a valuable tool on every office desktop and in every home, they began
developing software for personal computers. Gates’ foresight and his vision for personal
computing have been central to the success of Microsoft and the software industry.

Under Gates’ leadership, Microsoft’s mission has been to continually advance and

improve software technology, and to make it easier, more cost-effective and more



