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Professor and Deputy President of Xian Art Institute,

Liu was born in Zhejiang in 1933. In 1950,he entered Shanghai Yucai School to learn fine arts. In 1953, he entered Zhejiang
Art Institte and was taught by Pan Tienshou . Since graduation in 1958,he has been working at Xian Art Institute.

For more than 30 years ,Liu has never stopped painting while taking care of teaching and administrative duties as well. North
Shanxi is his base. During summer and winter vacations every year,he spends nearly all his time in the grand yellow plateau of North
Shaanxi,developing his deep feeling for the people there. His works vividly depict the North Shaanxi people’s particular character,
revolutionary history and customs. Due to the particular style and image of his many successful works, they have blossomed in the
arena of Chinese painting and formed the Shaanxi school. Liu has also established his position in the world of art .

In the past several years,Liu has released nearly 1,000pieces of work. More than 10 collections have been publishen and more
than 100 works have been displayed abroad . 25 of them have been collected by Chinese Art Museum and 7have won national
awards. Liu”s Chief works include ” Happiness Together ,” Four Generations’ ,” War at Shaanxi” ,” Words of Confidence’ etc. Happi-
ness Together’ ,winner of a New year Painting award ,is especially popular.

Liu is very concerned about art education and theoretical ressarch . He has written a number of insightful articles in these fields.

In 1981, Liu visited Japan as a member of the delegation of Chinese artists. In 1985, he participated in the Shaanxi Chinese
painting Exhibition held in Hongkong. In 1987 ,he visited Singapore and together with his wife Chen Guangjian,held an exhibition .
In 1988,he participated in another Shaanxi Painters’ exhibition in Canada. at present ,Liu is member of the Standing Committee of
Chinese Artists Association Board of Directors,vice— mhairman of Shaanxi Branch ,Chinese Artists Association ,Honorary President
of Shaanxi Institute of Chinese painting, deputy to the 7th National People’s Congress, and vice —mayor of Yanan. Despite his
heavy school and social duties ,Liu persists in painting and improing his skills . His works continue to be praised at home and abroad.
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BRIEF BIOGRAPHY

professor Yu Jigao was born in xuzhou City,Jiangsu Province ,in 1932. He gruaduated
from the Fine Arts Development,Nanjing University. Now ,he is the vice—president of Jiang-
su Provinncal Chinese Painting Acdamy and vice—chiarman of the Modern Delicate Painting
Society. ‘

Professor Yu is a one of the Famous painters in contemporary Chinese art. He is an ex-
pert at the painting of delicate flowers and birds. Yu strives to capture the vivid likeness and
the spirit of things he sees . The gripping power of his painting stems partly from his inquiry
into the essence of things and their formal representation,and partly from his fondness of ordi-
nary subjects = = = flowers, fruits, insects and birds. His paintings are delightful to the eye,
brightly colored,rich in content,and full of life. His work is easily understood and appreciated
by the man in the street. he catches the main idea of the connection between traditions. Chinese
and Eastern art ,and he has refined the assets of traditional Chinese culture as wellaas popular
asethetic values. His painting reflect our Chinese society and our Chinese civilization.

In 1986,an exhibition of Yu Jigao’s modern delicated painting was held at the China Na-
tional Art Gallery in Beijing ,and in 1988,an exhibition was held at Guangzhou Art Gallery.
" An album named “Yu Jigao Delicate Paintings of Flowers and birds”was published by the fine
~ Arts Press in Beijing. His words have been selected by many countries for exhibition,for cx-
ample, The United States, Britain,Italy,Japan,Iran,Canada, Australia,Belgium,India, Singa-

pore ,Mexico and the Soviet Union.
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Ye Wei (his pen name), the original name is Mao Yiwei, was born in Feb, 1940,in the cityof
Changsu,Jiangsu Province. He is a influential middle —aged traditional landscape painting artist in Chi-
na nowadays,member of Chinese Artists’ association ,member of the Young Artists’ association Council
of Jiangsu Pcovince,profeesor of Jiangsu Fine Art Publishing House and director of the Editorial De-
parment of New Year Painting and Poster.

Changsu is the place of historic interest and scenic beauty,where many artists have come forth.
Since Yuan,Ming and Qing Dynasties,the painting style of changsu has become the vogue of the day
all over the country,and Changsu has been seen as the sacred place of the art circles. Living in his
hometown,Ye Wei was nurtured by its drawing atmosphere. He won the first prize for his artistic cre-
ation in middle school. In 1956, he was admitted to the Fine—art Department of Nanjing normal Uni-
versity and was taught by Prof. Fu Baoshi, Prof. Chen Zhifuo, Prof. Yang Jianhou and other famous
professors. Immediately after his graduation in 1961 he was engaged in drawing work. Since 1971 he
has been working as a fine art editor and creator.

Ye Wei has been devoting himself to traditional Chinese landscape painting for a long time. Trying
to develop and bring forth the new upon the tradetional base, he gradually created his own art style. His
drawing subject lays more on the landscape of south— China rivers and lakes which is his favorite. With
beautiful and colourful mountains and waters,his works show the fresh,lively and vigorous style,and
are full of the life and distinctive sense of the new era.

Ye Wei and his works are drawing more and more wide attention from art circles both at home
and abroad. His nearly one hundred pictures have been exhibited and published. “Spring Wind Greens
Banks of south— China Rivers and Lakes”was displayed at the sixth All—chin Art Exhibition. “On the
Muocou Lake” , “Seeing the Spring in on the Camel”and many other his works were displayed at the in-
ternational art exhibitions in Japan, England, America, India, singapore and so on. “On the Muocou
Lake”won the excellent award at the Eighteenth All—Japan Ink and Wash Painting Art Exhibition.
“Melon Riping Season”was collected by the Gallery of Jiangsu Province. “Special Album of Ye Wei’s
Paintings”is one kind of “The Treasury of New Art”—a set of painting albums, published by Chinese
People’s Art Publisher. Ye Wei and his works have been reported specially by Guang Ming Daily,
“Artists” —an authoritative magazine in Hongkong— and many other publishing houses.

Ye Wei is one of the artists with creative power in the contemporary Chinese traditional landscape

=
painting circle. As his vigorous creation,his new paintings are constantly emerging.
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BRIEF BIOGRAPHY

Gai Maosheng is a well—known painter from the Jiangsu Chinese Painting Institution.

He was born in 1941. After graduating from Nanjing Art College in 1965 with a major
in Traditional Chinese Painting,he has devoted himself to chinese painting. Through constant
practise and research,he now excels in figure and landscape paintings.

Gai Maosheng made a brilliant debut in the early 1970s. In recent years,he has special-
ized in ink and wash paintings (ink washes). Gradually,he has established his own individual
style. The figures in his paintings are free and easy,lifelike and vuuvd, poetic and graceful.

He got three consecutive awards from 1984 —1987. In 1987 ,he was awarded for the ex-
cellence of his art works in the National Exhibition of Fine Arts Paintings. He has aroused
great attention at home and abroad with his paintings.

His works has been exhibited successfully in many countries such as America,Japan,I-
taly ,India, West Germany, Canada,Kuwait,Poland and Hong Kong. In all these exhibitions,
his works earned high praise.

His paintings are now included in the valuable collection of the China Fine Arts Gallery,
Nogoya Museum,Japan,Jiangsu Fine Arts Gallery and Tianjing Art Gallery.

Gai Maosheng held a exhibition of his paintings in 1986. He has attended provincial and
national academic discussions several Vtimes. Futhermore,he was invited to Japan for a visit in
1987. In Dec. 1988 ,he was invited to visit singapore , Thailand and HongKong,and Reld“The
Exgibition of Gai Maosheng’s Figure Paintings” and published “The Collection of Gai
Maosheng’s Paintings”in Singapore.

At prisent,Gai Maosheng is a member of the Chinese artists Association and the Chinese
arts and Crafts Institute. He is also head of the figures painting group in fhe Jiangsu Fine Arts
Assiciation and the deputy head of the Art Committee Office of the Jiangsu Chir;ese Painting
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BRIEF BIOGRAPHY

Li Kuhan, born in 1952 in the city of Weinan, Shaanxi province, was taught by
the famous Chinese painters Song Wenzhi, Wang Ziwu, Feng Pin, etc. He has become a
well —known young artist of Chinese painting and calligraphy through his diligent selfs-
tudy and has formed a unique style of his own. He is especially good at painting cats.

In the late autumn of 1985, he was invited to hold a group exhibition in Japan,
during which his five works Two Cats, Awtumn Thouglts, Turning Back in Surprise, etc. were
given the Japanese Golden Silk Ball Award and kept in Japan.

By the end of 1986, he was invited to hold an exhibition in Singapore with three
other painters and gained a considerable reputation.

So far, Mr. Li’s works have been collected in seventeen countries. In China, a large
number of his works have been displayed at national, provincial and municipal exhibi-
tions, and published and collected. His works have frequently been presented to foreign
guests by national government leaders as souvenirs. A few scenic spots and museums
have collected his paintings and calligraphy by engraving them on a tablet.

In 1986, Shaanxi Publishing Press published “Selections of Li Kuhan’s Paintings”,
and Central TV Station, Guangzhou News Department made a newsreel named “Sweet
Plum with Bitter Root”.

In July, 1988, the works of Li Kuhan and three other painters were exhibited at
Jiangsu Provincial Art Gallery and in HongKong and won great success, he was hon-
oured in HongKong as the “Contemproary King of Cats”. Jiangsu provincial TV Station
made a newsreel entitled “King of Cats—Lin Kuhan”. His works Melody, Harmony, etc.
were collected by the Gallery of Jiangsu province.

In autumn 1988, he attended Grangzhou Commodities Trade Conference at the in-
viation of the Guangzhou International Public Relation Co. during the conference, he
demonstrated to foreign friends his skill at spontaneous and so much impressed the visi-
tors.

In April, 1989, at the Chengdu Art Museum, the Provincial and Municipal Artists
Association of Sichuan held an exhibition for Li Kuhan. Two of his works were collected
by the museum.

In August, 1989, the Taiwan and HongKong Fund published a dozen of his works
in an international magazine and invited him to hold a personal painting exhibithion in
Taiwan.

In September, 1989, he received an invitation from Zhongshan Memorial Hall in
Guangzhou to attend the Guangzhou Commodities Trade Conference again and his work
Portrat of Zhongshan was collected.

Now he has had special reports in seventeen newspapers and broadcats.

Recently, “Shaanxi Youth” wrote biography of Mr. Li entitled “A Journey to the
Great Desert”, “Sweet Plum with Bitter Root” .

Now friends both at home and abroad come to predetermirie his paintings one after
another and he is highly praised by the lgaders of the Party and State as well as by some
eminent artists.

Li Kuhan is now director of Xianyang Artists’ Association, Shaanxi province, head
of the Liaison Department of Xianyang Academy of Painting, head of Mobaozhai Soci-
ety for Calligraphy and Painting in Xi’an, advisor to the Literature Fedgration, fine art
advisor of the Writers” Association and Qindu Publishing Press, and art-advisor of art
schools in Singapore and Japan.
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